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CONTEXT

1.0 Context
Kilkenny County Council proposes to develop a recreational and biodiversity park on the site of the now
closed municipal landﬁll at Dunmore, County Kilkenny. The closed landﬁll site occupies an area of circa. 17
acres and is located 5km north of Kilkenny city centre. The park will be accessed, with carparking provided,
from three separate access points, namely:
1) Dunmore village from the existing Dunmore Community Hall carpark and Mass Path in the townland of
Loughmerans and Dunmore, the southern part of the mass path is adjacent to The Church of The Most Holy
Trinity, a Protected Structure. It is 900m distance to the entrance to the park.
2) Proposed new small car and bicycle parking from the Bleach Road.
3) From the National Road route N77 (Castlecomer Road) utilising the existing entrance to the Dunmore Recycling and Refuse Disposal Centre and Kilkenny County GAA grounds, with proposed works to the overﬂow
car-parking area. The Dunmore Recycling & Waste Disposal Centre adjoins the site and has in the region of
60,000 customers per year. The overall site is also bounded by agricultural lands, residential properties and a
training facility for Kilkenny GAA. Kilkenny County Council entered a long-term lease in 2012 for a section of
the former landﬁll site to Kilkenny GAA for training pitches and accommodations. The River Nore and associated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Area (SPA) is also located approximately
750m to the southwest.

Kilkenny Biodiversity and
Recreation Countryside park

Refer to Figure 1 Site Context and Location Plan
1.1 Site History
Dunmore Landﬁll commenced operation in 1989 under EPA Licence and operated until March 2010.
Kilkenny County Council continues to discharge its functions with regard to the aftercare of the former landﬁll
site in accordance with the EPA approved Closure, Restoration and Aftercare Management Plan (CRAMP).
This includes dust, water and gas monitoring and leachate management. All of these areas will be made
secure from the general public as part of this proposal.

1.2 Recreational Potential
Kilkenny County Council proposes to unlock the potential of this untapped resource which is located just on
the outskirts of Kilkenny city through the development of a high-quality parkland that will attract visitors from
the city, county and beyond, creating an outdoor recreational space that complements the rich natural biodiversity that already exists. There is an imbalance in open space and visitor attractions to the north of the city
and this project will reduce this gap in amenity. There is a requirement for open natural spaces and recreation, including free play, for health and well-being. The proposed park is a spacious, natural environment
accessible to an urban population centre as well as regional and visitor population.
The park will develop trails for uses such as walking, running, cycling, orientating and so on, along with
educational oﬀerings in terms of ﬂora/ fauna identiﬁcation and biodiversity enhancement and management,
which will be attractive to schools, wildlife and garden groups. Family groups with young children will be provided for with outdoor leisure/fun activities as will opportunities for all ages of people with diﬀerent levels of
mobility to interact with their surroundings as they rest in or meander through the park. A section of the park
has been identiﬁed as a dog friendly space, where dog owners can let their pets oﬀ the leash.

Figure 1.0 Site Context and Location Plan
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1.3 Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Potential
“Residents of, and visitors to, Kilkenny City benefit from a rich natural heritage, including its rivers valleys, wetlands, woodlands and
uplands. These natural heritage components plus open spaces and playing fields form part of the interconnected networks of Green
Infrastructure in the city.”

“The Councils are committed to the protection and sustainable development of the amenities of the city for recreational
purposes to benefit residents of the city and to aid in the promotion of tourism.”
KC Dev P. 2014-2020
In 2019, the Heritage Oﬃce of Kilkenny County Council commissioned ecologist Deborah D’Arcy to undertake a Habitat Survey of the site and to prepare a Pollinator Management Plan for the site. The report identiﬁed and mapped a variety of habitats including 5 ha. of moderately species rich dry meadow grassland, a
small area of species rich dry calcareous grassland, wet grassland, mature woodland, hedgerows and ornamental shrubbery. It concluded that all of these habitats created a high value space for pollinating insects and
that the grassland areas in particular, have the potential to be improved through better management thus
maximising their potential beneﬁt for pollinating insects and biodiversity.
The Heritage Oﬃce & the Forward Planning Section of Kilkenny County Council also commissioned a habitat
survey and green infrastructure report of Kilkenny City & Environs in 2010. This identiﬁed the key habitats
and areas of green infrastructure in the County, the ecosystem services which they provide (such as recreation, carbon sequestration, biodiversity etc.) along with recommendations for their management. The proposed Dunmore Recreation and Biodiversity Park is located just beyond the boundary of the study area, and
the links with the habitats and green infrastructure can be enhanced through the development of the park.
A key element in Kilkenny City and Environs Green Infrastructure is to create a country park on the site that
will create a regional destination for health and wellbeing, attracting ﬁtness and outdoor enthusiasts of all
abilities, nature lovers and educational providers.
The park also has the potential to act as a climate “sink”, thus contributing to Kilkenny County Council’s
commitment to address climate adaptation and mitigation (as per the recent requirements under the Climate
Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2020), as well as contributing to the green infrastructure and ecological corridors in the county.
The former landﬁll site and emerging biodiversity needs the implementation of a landscape management
plan. The scheme enhances emerging biodiversity and implements a sustainable landscape management
plan by including recreation and amenity.
There is a need to communicate with the public on issues of sustainable landscapes, climate change resilience and waste management. The park is a demonstration of sustainable landscape management, best
practice for biodiversity and an expression of waste management in the landscape.
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1.3.1 National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021
Ireland’s Vision for Biodiversity
“That biodiversity and ecosystems in Ireland are conserved and restored, delivering benefits essential for all sectors of society and
that Ireland contributes to efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the EU and globally.”
Action 1.1.7
Develop a Green Infrastructure at local, regional and national levels and promote the use of nature based solutions for the delivery of
a coherent and integrated network.
Objective 3 “Increase awareness and appreciation of biodiversity and ecosystems services:
Target 3.1 Enhanced appreciation of the value of biodiversity and ecosystem services amongst policy makers, businesses, stakeholders, local communities, and the general public.”

“The United Nations InterGovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services reports that nature is declining globally at unprecedented levels due to human impacts. Since the publication of its
report, Ireland has become the second country in the world to declare a climate and biodiversity emergency. It’s
not too late to make a diﬀerence, but only if we start now, locally and globally. Ireland’s national parks, forests,
wetlands, waterways, and oceans are home to a vast array of life that we can observe, support and maintain. In
addition, our localities can be greened and developed to continue to support our rich habitats.
The government supports a number of initiatives to protect our biodiversity and educate and engage communities on how they can get involved.”
“Biodiversity provides us with clean air, water, food, fuel, medicines, recreation, spiritual enrichment. It supports
economic activity, and it protects us from extreme weather. It supports pollination, soil fertility and it helps to
regulate our climate. ...Many of Ireland’s economic sectors (particularly tourism and food production) depend
on high quality air, soils, water and diverse habitats. However, these industries can only be sustainable if the
natural assets on which they are based are protected from the eﬀects of climate change.”
Climate Action - How we can look after nature
Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 14 October 2020
1.4 Archaelogical Heritage
Recorded Monument Ref: KK014-119 (Enclosure) Dunmore Townland is located on the site:

“Research commissioned by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government estimates that
biodiversity and ecosystems contribute €2.6bn to the Irish economy each year.” 0 Bullock, C. et al. 2008.
The Economic and Social Aspects of Biodiversity — Beneﬁts and Costs of Biodiversity in Ireland
1.3.2 Climate Change
The Biodiversity Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan. 2019.
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
“The Goal of this Plan is to protect biodiversity from the impacts of climate change and to conserve and manage ecosystems so that they deliver services that increase the adaptive capacity of people and biodiversity
while also contributing to climate change mitigation”.
Action 4.4 “Co-design green spaces and wildlife refuges in cities and peri-urban areas with local communities to provide habitats for species under threat from climate change and to connect people to biodiversity”
Kilkenny County Council Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019-2024
Section 5.5.7 Nature-Based and Communities Actions:
Action 6 Continue to develop public-use amenity trails throughout Kilkenny county
Action 10 Assess and encourage, where possible, pollinator friendly and native tree planting throughout
Kilkenny
Action 15 Investigate the feasibility of composting on a large scale at Dunmore Recycling and Waste Disposal Centre

Description: A broad gravel ridge, running roughly E-W on the E margins of the Nore and Dinin River valleys.
There are excellent views in all directions. A roughly circular (dia c. 32m) area on the top of the end of the ridge
appears to have been modiﬁed ot create a platform. Only a portion of the N sector survives and it is heavily
overgrown. The greater part has now been removed by gravel quarrying.

1.3.3 Ecosystem Services

1.5 Cultural Heritage

Ecosystems provide a series of services for human well-being (ecosystem services) either directly (as food
and fibre) or indirectly by providing clean air and water.
Biodiversity plays a key role in the functioning of ecosystems and their ability to provide ecosystem services.
By assessing and valuing the known benefits of ecosystem services we can demonstrate how the loss of biodiversity aﬀects our economy, society and future development opportunities and how the cost of conserving
biodiversity and healthy ecosystems often outweighs the costs of neglect and restoration.
National Parks and Wildlife Service: Ecosystems Services, Mapping and Assessment

In 2018, “Hurling” received international recognition when it was inscribed by UNESCO on the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage https://nationalinventoryich.chg.gov.ie/hurling-iomanaiocht/
Given the adjacency of the County Kilkenny GAA training grounds inclusion of a visual story referencing this
aspect of our cultural heritage is proposed in the park in the development of on-site interpretative elements.
ie incorporation of an interpretative element to mark out distances along routes, the inclusion of a “target practice” wall/play element for hitting a hurling ball through, signage telling the story of development of Hurling within
the county.
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The park proposal will highlight this heritage in on-site interpretation signage. No works associated with the
park development are proposed to disturb the location of the recorded monument.
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1.6 Community Beneﬁts
Community involvement and social interaction, collaboration with local community/school groups.

1.6.2 Citizen Science
There is a growing demand from the public to engage with citizen science projects. The National Biodiversity Data Centre manages Irelands Citizen Science Portal and has noted that during the ﬁrst six months of
2020, 5,277 volunteer recorders submitted over 97,000 records to the Data Centre through its Citizen Science Portal, an increase of more than 60% for the same period in 2019 (source: National Biodiversity Data
Centre). https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/irelands-citizen-science-portal/ The proposed park can be utilised
for monitoring of biodiversity and habitat involving the local community/school groups and fed back into the
National data bases.
1.6.3 Mental Health, Wellbeing and the Outdoors
There are a number of programmes which recognise the importance of the outdoor recreation for mental
health and the positive beneﬁts that the proposed park could contribute towards well being in the community.
Get Walking Ireland (Coillte & Mental Health Ireland) Woodlands for Health Programme.
https://getirelandwalking.ie/walkingprogrammes/woodlandsforhealth/
In 2014, the programme was evaluated by University College Dublin and the HSE. Findings included improvements in mood and reductions in thoughts of suicide, guilt and low self-esteem.
https://www.mentalhealthireland.ie/woodlands-for-health-evaluation-report-2020/
Access to open space has proven to be a vital resource during the Covid pandemic period.
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/nature-calls-why-we-should-spend-two-hours-a-weekoutdoors-1.3930729

1.6.1 Education / Outdoor Classrooms
Heritage in Schools: The park has included for education opportunities with outdoor classroom areas for use
by schools in the county, in particular schools who take part in the Heritage in Schools programme. Over the
last few years there has been a very high uptake on the scheme from primary schools in Co. Kilkenny. For
instance in 2020, notwithstanding Covid over 50% of primary schools in the county have registered to take
part in a Covid friendly virtual Heritage in Schoolshttp://www.heritageinschools.ie/

1.6.4 Dog Park Area
An accessible area has been designated near one of the three entrance carparks for dog walkers to let their
dogs oﬀ the leash to exercise and play and socialise in a controlled environment under the supervision of
their owners. A Hawthorn hedge with a central mesh fence fence 1.2m high encloses the dog park area with
two entrance/exit gates located to enable uncontested access and egress.
A long bench is located near the entrance to allow dog owners to socialise or rest whilst watching their dogs.
Specimen trees are located within the area to create shade on hot days to rest under.

The park will incorporate interpretive educational information with the aim to promote a greater awareness
and understanding of the importance of biodiversity. Because of its proximity to Kilkenny City it has great
potential as an area for teaching ﬁeld biology, environmental studies and with the co located Dunmore Recyling and Refuse Disposal Centre to explore the Reduce Reuse Recycle curriculum.
There is a need for outdoor teaching and learning spaces, areas which are used to encourage discussion
and discovery and to communicate. The proposed park provides for education and special interest groups.
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1.6.5 Play Provision
Play opportunities for all ages are proposed to be incorporated into the park as well as the opportunity for
family friendly activities.
Provision for play for children is being made in the proposed park and is informed by the National Children’s
Play Policy ‘Ready Steady Play” and the County Kilkenny Play Policy and Implementation Plan and seeks to
utilise existing features of the site to create a natural, “free” playground across the site and inspire incidental
play with sculptural elements located throughout the site.
It is proposed to utilise tree trunks and larger limbs into a suite of natural play equipment that will cater for children of all age groups. The tree trunks and steeping logs are arranged as an obstacle course . Existing banks
to the side of the landﬁll cells it is proposed to incorporate an embankment slide, two people wide. It is proposed to allow the grass surface to continue around the play elements to integrate play into the wider space.
The chosen play equipment enables individual play, group play, and social interaction, imaginative play, climbing, spinning and sliding movement. There is adjacent sculptural seating for supervising adults as well picnic
tables for places to eat, drink, socialise and supervise. Places for conversations and play to take place.
Sensory play and experiences through the park:
Planting throughout the park shall focus on the pleasures of sight, smell, texture and sound. Plants with interesting colour, form and texture, users can touch, feel and smell the planting and listen to the leaves rustling;
and interesting hard materials for sensory interest and stimulation.
Varying ﬂower and leaf colour; bulbs, herbaceous, deciduous and evergreen shrubs and deciduous and coniferous trees; varying seed types; varying leaf types; plants that can be easily propagated; plants that attract
insect life.
The planting pallet has been selected for the creation of a high visual amenity environment, and to compliment the education of the students in the areas of the natural environment, for instance in reproduction,
season, colour and form, insect life and habitat etc.
The exercise and play elements promote opportunities for building on ﬁne and gross motor skills, amenity
lawn areas provide space to run and chase.
There are also more personal spaces provided, places to be separate from the circulation areas and
immersed in quiet; to swing on a hammock and look up at the sky.
1.6.6 Fitness Equipment
The circulation trails will include novel marker points such as 10,000 steps etc along with more traditional
marker posts to measure 100m c/s over the 2km route of the ﬁtness trail. A ﬁtness equipment system of stations will be included along the ﬁtness trail. To provide opportunities to play and exercise within the park for
individuals of all ages and abilities. Including opportunities for social interaction, physical activity, imaginative
or intellectual stimulation, creative achievement, emotional and educational development.
Kilkenny promotes a family friendly vision for the park.
Examples of stations:
1. Turning Sprints/Leapfrogging
4. Jumping Rope
7. Abdomen/Back

2. Press and Chin Ups
5. Jumping Course
8. Hand Climbing Bridge

3. Chin ups Dips
6. Abdominal Twist
9. Abdomen/Back Table
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1.7 Visitor Attraction
Green infrastructure is recognised as an asset that can have a particularly high tourism amenity value. Kilkenny
City is marketed as having many visitor attractions associated with heritage. Natural heritage provides a variety
of services for free which bring many beneﬁts to society and the economy. A high quality, natural environment
supports the economy by attracting employers, visitors and inward investment.
“7.2 Natural Heritage: It is the aim of the Council to conserve, enhance and manage the city’s natural heritage
including its biodiversity, landscapes and geological heritage and to promote understanding of and sustainable
access to it.”
“In 2015, revenue from overseas tourism amounted to €6 billion13. Ireland’s natural, unspoilt environment was
cited by 86% of visitors surveyed in 2015 as an important reason for visiting Ireland14.”
The Biodiversity Park will not only be enjoyed by local visitors but will also be an attraction to be added to the
network of Parks and trails throughout the City and County. Pedestrian and cyclist counters shall be included
from the outset to monitor visitor numbers. An audio guide and treasure trail app is to be developed to enhance
the visitor experience.
The Tourism Industry has long since been recognised as an important economic driver for the local economy in
Kilkenny. In 2018, out-of-state (Overseas and North Ireland) tourist expenditure amounted to €5.6billion. With a
further €1.7billion spent by overseas visitors on fares to Irish carriers, foreign exchange earnings were €7.4billion. Domestic tourism expenditure amounted to €2billion, making tourism a €9.4billion industry.
Every €1m of tourist expenditure helps to support 27 tourism jobs in local communities. 1,000 additional overseas tourists support 20 jobs in the tourism industry and for every euro spent on tourism (domestic and overseas), 23c is generated in tax.
The Core objective of Kilkenny County Council is to support tourism development throughout County Kilkenny,
working with key stakeholders – public, private, community, and voluntary to implement Kilkenny’s Statement
of Tourism Strategy and work programme 2017-2022 as well as maintaining Kilkenny’s position as the ﬁnest
Cultural and Heritage destination in Ireland.
1.7.1 Connections and Access
The aim is to develop the provision of connectivity from the park back into the city along the established
River Nore Linear Park which runs through the City Centre. This will also allow for connectivity to the south of
the county, along the Nore Valley walking trail via the villages and towns of Bennesttsbridge, Thomastown and
Inistioge.
The draft County Development Plan sets out the following policy objectives in relation to Dunmore:
“The Council is currently engaged in developing a recreational and biodiversity park on the site of the now
closed municipal landfill at Dunmore, adjacent to the Civic Amenity Site and the training facility for Kilkenny
GAA. This Park can be accessed from the existing public roads; the Castlecomer Road, N77 and the Bleach
Road. It is an objective to provide for pedestrian and cycle access to the facility utilising the River Nore Linear
Park. A pedestrian bridge at Talbotsinch would provide connectivity form the western side of th eCity to the
linear park and then onto the proposed biodiversity park.”
Regional Park objectives are to:
• develop a recreational and biodiversity park on the site of the now closed municipal landfill at Dunmore.
• progress plans for the provision of a pedestrian bridge crossing at the northern side of Greens Bridge (upstream) proximate to Talbotsinch, including the provsion of access along the eastern bank of the river up
from Greensbridge, to the proosed bio-diverstiy park at Dunmore as part of the River Nore Linear Park.
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1.7.1 Connections and Access
For vehicular access it is proposed to usilise the three existing access points into the site:
Entrance No. 1
To the south west of the park at the Community Hall in Dunmore Village, in the townland of Loughmerans and Dunmore (60km per
hour section of the N77 Castlecomer Road) there is existing carparking provision for 46 carpark spaces and at the rear of this facility
exists an intact and attractive laneway (mass path) which connects directly back onto the site, the southern part of the mass path is
adjacent to The Church of The Most Holy Trinity, a Protected Structure. It is 900m distance from this Protected Structure to the park
along the path.
Entrance No. 2
To the east, the site can be accessed via a local secondary road, known as Bleach Road. This is a narrow country road with low trafﬁc numbers and would ideally form the pedestrian / cyclist access route to the city and River Nore Linear Park, this also connects to
the laneway (mass path) to the Community Hall in Dunmore Vilage.
A carpark of 13 spaces and cycle stand provision will be provided at this existing gated entrance access oﬀ the connecting laneway
to Bleach Road.
Bleach Road is part of the North Kilkenny Cycle Loop and 20 cycle stands are being provided at this entrance for 40 bicycles to securely park. It is hoped to provide connectivity from the Park back into the City along the established River Nore Linear Park and further south along the Nore Valley, providing a walking/cycling trail of c20km from Dunmore, through Kilkenny City Centre and onwards
to Bennetsbridge.
Entrance No. 3
Access to the Dunmore Recycling & Waste Disposal Centre oﬀ the N77 is designed to national road standards and it is proposed to
utilise the existing GAA overﬂow carparking facility with some surface upgrading on vehicular circulation areas for 20 carpark spaces and for pedestrian path connections. Cycle stand provision of 5 stands at this entrance will also be included for 10 bicycles. It is
anticipated that there will be a greater emphasis on dual useage at this entrance.
Opportunities are provided for all ages of people with diﬀerent levels of mobility to interact with their surroundings as they rest in or
meander through the park. A universally accessible route with a tarmacadam surface is provided from entrance carpark three oﬀ the
Castlecomer road which accesses the meadow orchard, the dog park area and through into the park to the viewing point and interpretative signage/sculpture area. Two number designated carparking spaces are provided in the carpark at this entrance.
Compacted gravel paths are proposed to utilise a grade of Limestone dust which is well compacted, with no loose stones greated
than 5mm following guidance in Buildings for Everyone: A Universal Design Approach, Section 1 External Environment.
The Park will therefore provide more visitors to Kilkenny with an opportunity to extend their stay in the local area and to increase their
spend. This in turn will create opportunities for new and existing businesses and ultimately lead to job creation. The Park will also be
a much needed amenity for the more discerning tourists that choose a holiday based on lifestyle principles and choices. The fact that
the Park will transform a previously disused site into a unique visitor experience highlighting the natural resources, ﬂora and fauna
of the local area will generate appeal for visitors. The intrinsic value of biodiversity and the natural environment is increasingly what
makes visitor attractions popular, and this will be one of the key USPs for the Dunmore Biodiversity Park
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1.7.1 Connections and Access

ENTRANCE No. 1
46 CARPARKING SPACES
10 BICYCLE SPACES
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2.1 Concept Aim
The key element of the concept for the project is to create a new country park on the former Dunmore
Landﬁll site to support the objectives of “Countryside Recreation” with the provision of trails and facilities for
health, ﬁtness and play, with an ecological/biodiversity focus.
The creation of the park is also part of a wider cultural story, an opportunity to explore our impact on the
environment and our changing relationship with nature:

…..the construction of a park on this site marks a new chapter in
its history, “transforming what was as a negative on the landscape
to something positive which aims to restore and protect our natural
environment and heritage… At that time (1970’s) little thought was
given, little was said to the future consequences of simply burying rubbish in the ground. Things have changed in the intervening
years. As a nation our eyes became opened to the impacts of our
choices and we are educated to the values of reducing waste and
maximising recycling.”
President Michael D Higgins 1st June 2012 Opening Kilbarry Waterford Nature Park
The waste infrastructure function of the site is now part of its history. With the remedial works completed,
the Habitat Survey and Management for Pollinators Report of 2019 (D D’Arcy Ecologist) maps and classiﬁes
a mosaic of habitats existing and developing on the site.
The aim is through management of these habitats -building upon this base with new planting and recreation
infrastructure- that it will continue to develop positive environmental change with societal side eﬀects.
The transformative nature of the project from a symbol of waste to a beacon of biodiversity creates a landmark destination anchored by the green infrastructure connections out to the immediate locality and wider
Kilkenny environs.
This is a powerful narrative, a demonstration that given an opportunity for a positive change in circumstance
nature will move quite rapidly to exploit niches and create biodiversity.
The park will incorporate interpretive educational information with the aim to promote a greater awareness
and understanding of the importance of biodiversity. Because of its proximity to Kilkenny City it has great
potential as an area for teaching ﬁeld biology, environmental studies and Reduce Reuse Recycle curriculum.
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2.2 Concept Landscape Design Description
2.2.1 Park Arrival and Access
Entrance features will mark the park location at the three arrival points to the park:
1) Dunmore village from the existing Dunmore Community Hall carpark and Mass Path in the townland of Loughmerans and
Dunmore, the southern part of the mass path is adjacent to The Church of The Most Holy Trinity, a Protected Structure. It is
900m distance from this Protected Structure to the park along the path.
2) Proposed new small car and bicycle parking from the Bleach Road.
3) From the National Road route N77 (Castlecomer Road) utilising the existing entrance to the Dunmore Recycling and Refuse Disposal Centre and Kilkenny County GAA grounds, with proposed works to the overﬂow car-parking area.
Carparking and School/Tourism Bus layby facilities are proposed oﬀ the shared entrance with the Dunmore Recycling and
Waste Disposal Centre.
Cycle parking facilities are located at the southern entrance oﬀ the local Bleach Road along the North Kilkenny Cycle loop
route and other entrances.
2.2.2 Park Circulation and Activities
Themed integrated walkway loops form the main circulation routes for pedestrians and cyclists. They weave around and
through the mapped habitats developing on the site.
The trails will incorporate play elements, educational and art opportunities for nature interpretation and enable outdoor recreation activities such as a trim trail, orienteering, running and athletics training.
The upper walkways can exploit views across the wider environment, locate amenity spaces and seating and enable local
group activities such as photography or wildlife viewing.
Play provision across the site will seek to utilise existing features of the site to create a natural “free” playground across the
site.
An arrival viewing terrace provides a gathering space for events/education opportunities, a focal point with an “attractor”
such as a feature for play/sculpture/information, an outdoor classroom.
From this viewpoint generate three themed routes:
1.The Biodiversity Trail
grass mown paths provide a trail up close through meadow planting, alongside hedgerows and tree lines and an education
seating area at the stream edge. Education stations along the route highlight species diversity found in the park. Distance:
1.5Km
2.The Landﬁll Infrastructure interpretative trail
a compacted limestone dust path network which connects visible remnant landﬁll infrastructure, a legible expression of the
landﬁll history and its transformation. Interpretative elements to be incorporated into the design to describe the site history as
a Landﬁll site and express remaining infrastructure of 56 gas wells, leachate management and maintaining access for landﬁll
aftercare. The aim is to acknowledge the landﬁll history and demonstrate the positive transformation of the site for a biodiversity and recreational resource. Distance: 1.5Km
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3.The Fitness Trail
a varied surface path, tarmacadam, compacted gravel, mown lawn, network of paths with ﬁtness stations incorporated. The
path takes in level changes across the park with ﬂights of steps and ramped paths up the sloped sides of the landﬁll for increased aerobic activity. Distance: 2Km
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CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY & EDUCATION
AIM TO OFFER A DIVERSITY OF WAYS TO EXPERIENCE
AND LEARN ABOUT THE NATURE AND THE
NARRATIVE OF THE LANDSCAPE RESTORATION
OF THE SITE

BIODIVERSITY AND SENSORY TRAIL - MOWN PATH

FITNESS TRAIL- COMPACTED GRAVEL

LANDFILL INFRASTRUCTURE INTERPRETATIVE TRAIL - MOWN LAWN PATH

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES
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Mown grass paths with incidental play
CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY
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Bike path and running & exercising trail
CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY
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Nature and sensory trail - experience through all senses
CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY

VISION - Create opportunities that trigger unusual views. A simple example can be a
hammock/ lounge chair to see the sky

TASTE - Potential for a foraging educational path to learn about
the edibles of the hedgerows and meadows

HEARING - Drive attention to the sound of the wind in the landscape (in the grass, in the
trembling leaves of birches)

SMELL -Enhance planting with fragrant species at places both in hedgerows and
meadow and invite people to try
LDUN028 Kilkenny Biodiversity and Recreation Countryside Park November 2020

TOUCH - A great way to enhance the touch sensory experience is implementing a short
barefoot path in the trail

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES
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Educational trails and outdoor classroom
CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY AND EDUCATION

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES
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Inﬂorescence education - Schools, nature interpretation, sculpture learning trail
CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY AND EDUCATION

INFLORESCENCE ETCHING/
INSECT PICTURE
stone rubbing education station

KILKENNY BLUE LIMESTONE MATERIAL

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES
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Inﬂorescence education - Schools, nature interpretation, sculpture learning trail
CONCEPT - TRAIL DIVERSITY AND EDUCATION
INFLORESCENCE TYPES

1. SOLITARY
Narcissus poeticus “Pheasants Eye Daႇodil
2. HEAD
Leucanthenum vulgare “Oxeye Daisy”
3. SPIKE
Lythrum salicaria “Purple Loosestrife”
4. RACEME
Digitalis purpurea “Foxglove”
5. PANICLE
Sambucus nigra “ElderÀower”
6. CORYMB
Crataegus monogyna “Hawthorn”
7. CYME
Myosotis arventis “Forget me not”
8. UMBEL
Anthriscus sylvestris “Cow Parsley”

TYPE

PLANT EXAMPLE

SOLITARY
“DAFFODIL” “POPPY”
HEAD
“DAISY” “DANDELION”
SPIKE
“PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE”
RACEME
“FOXGLOVE”
PANICLE
“HORSE CHESTNUT”
CORYMB
“HAWTHORN”
CYME
“BORAGE”
UMBEL
“COW PARLSLEY”
LDUN028 Kilkenny Biodiversity and Recreation Countryside Park November 2020
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CONCEPT - ACCESS AND PARKING
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REINFORCED GRASS PARKING
ORCHARD AND DIFFERENT MEADOW MIXTURE/CROPS STRIPS

SLOPED ACCESS - TERRAIN MODULATION CREATES AN ENTRANCE FEEL
COMPACTED GRAVEL PARKING

ENTRANCE VIA A BRIDGE THROUGH THE TREES, GATHERING AND INFORMATION SPACE
LDUN028 Kilkenny Biodiversity and Recreation Countryside Park November 2020
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MEADOW/GRASSLAND
STRIPS BETWEEN PARKINGS

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES

PLANTING CONCEPT
2.5 Planting Structure
The planted structure is designed to create diﬀerent experiences of containment/protected microclimates and open grass areas and varying meadow types for active recreation and biodiverse habitats.
Implementation of the Habitat management for Pollinators recommendations for varied cutting regimes
for diversity in meadow areas, mown paths, additional selected seeding to create high value habitats for
pollinating insects implementing management practices to maximise this beneﬁt.
The aim is that as the park develops and matures it becomes a signiﬁcant regional attraction.
Reference Documentation:
“Dunmore Civic Amenity Recycling Centre and Surrounding Lands: Habitat Survey and Management for Pollinators” Draft
Report, Deborah D’Arcy Ecologist 2019
“All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 (Councils: Actions to Help Pollinators)” , National Biodiversity Data Centre
2.5.1 Existing vegetation and context
Dunmore contains a variety of habitats including various meadow grasslands, mature woodlands,
hedgerows and tree lines and ornamental shrub planting.
“ All these habitats are of high value to pollinating insects especially since there is a large area of semi-natural habitats which
providing foraging and nesting habitat. The grassland areas, in particular, have potential to be improved through management
to maximise their potential to benefit pollinating insects.” Habitat Survey and Management for Pollinators” Draft Report, Deborah D’Arcy Ecologist 2019
Views from the site are far-reaching from the highest points on the landfill, many of which provide much visual interest. Views
from the periphery are largely limited to close range and vary in the amount of amenity value they provide (with the centrally
located Dunmore Recycling & Waste Disposal Centre being a visually detracting feature and a mass path to the south providing aesthetic interest and a potentially tranquil experience). The site is also located immediately adjacent to the local Bleach
Road leading to the Nore River Walk, adjacent agricultural lands and Kilkenny GAA training pitches fronting onto the N77
(Castlecomer Road). The River Nore and associated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Area (SPA)
is also located approximately 750m to the southwest.
2.5.2 Habitat Evaluation for Pollinators
“The meadow grassland areas are currently of moderate value for pollinating insects. Introducing some management to the
grassland areas would improve the species richness of the grassland and these meadows have potential to have a very high
value for pollinating insects especially in the context of their location on the outskirts of an urban area.”
Planting and management of the park shall be undertaken in accordance with pollinator friendly managment objectives as outlined in the “All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 (Councils: Actions to Help Pollinators)” ,
National Biodiversity Data Centre
2.5.4 Planting Strategy
The overarching aim for the establishment of vegetation communities at the site is to produce through
management practices and new planting a mosaic of native habitats in one location. This is seen to
be a way of maximising the biodiversity potential of the site, providing new opportunities for expansion
of (and cross-interaction between) habitats whilst also providing an attractive area of green open space
with high amenity value. Where retention of views is seen to be positive this has been sought to be
achieved by strategic positioning of woodland blocks etc. and where screening is considered to be
beneﬁcial, then areas of linear screen planting/hedgerow have been proposed.

2.5.4 Planting Strategy
The proposed species and habitats are representative of those found naturally in Ireland and, together
with the targeted maintenance and management proposals of the draft Habitat Management Plan for the
site, provide opportunities for education and research in addition to improved amenity, ecological and
recreational value.
Whilst areas will have a naturalistic character, others will be more formal. Some areas will be exposed
whilst others will be more intimate and sheltered, providing opportunities for interest and a varied experience whilst moving around the site.
The habitats that exist and will also be established across the site, include:
A variety of meadow grasslands, hedgerows, mature trees, woodlands, amenity lawn areas, orchard
trees and pollinator friendly ornamental planting. Refer to “Dunmore Civic Amenity Recycling Centre and Surrounding Lands: Habitat Survey and Management for Pollinators” Draft Report, Deborah D’Arcy Ecologist 2019
A number of specimen trees will also be planted around the site individually and in small groups. These
will (once established) provide additional habitat, landscape structure, visual reference points and amenity value, particularly in areas close to recreational features and path routes. The species have again
been chosen to complement the landscape character or to be native species in the area. Trees have also
been located to reﬂect the soil conditions (and ground vegetation) present within the speciﬁc habitat type
areas.
Objective: Kilkenny County Council will promote the planting of native tree and shrub species, by committing to using native
species (of local provenance wherever possible) in its landscaping work and on County Council property.
2.5.5 All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 (Councils: Actions to Help Pollinators)
National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC)
Kilkenny County Council has signed a Framework Agreement with the All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) to
commit to support the implementation of the AIPP.
“Councils: actions to help pollinators. All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 Guidelines 4. National Biodiversity Data Centre”.
There are 7 key actions in the guidance document – all of which inform the design of the proposed park.
A: Identify and protect existing areas that are good for pollinators
B: Alter frequency of mowing of grassy areas to allow more native plants to ﬂower
C: Pollinator friendly planting
D: Provide wild pollinator nesting habitat: hedgerows, earth banks and hotels
E: Reduce the use of pesticides
F: Raise public awareness of pollinators
G: Tracking progress and recognition for eﬀorts
Importance of pollinators in agriculture is to be highlighted within the entrance orchard
ﬁeld. Based on the NBDC Protecting Farmland Pollinators 5 criteria:
1. Flowering Native Hedgerows
2. Flowering margin of 0.5 to 2 metres around ﬁeld edges
3. Low to zero pesiticide inputs
4. Pollinator friendly trees
5. Wildﬂower meadow, ﬂower rich pasture, cover crop, herbal ley
A foraging trail in this area will be planted with fruit and nut producing species.

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES
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PLANTING CONCEPT

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES

LDUN028 Kilkenny Biodiversity and Recreation Countryside Park November 2020
24

!"
#$%$"$&
$&
$%$!

-'  &$
"$ 
 '
!%! %%

%! '(
'$'$"$ 
$$

%$!$
$ -%"%$!%!
%3$+!$
*%$")%$&$"$!
&$"$
$!  $&' "'$
 $& 
&(

&$ , !%%!
$&-$4'3'
'$'' "'$&,



*"$-$
$! ,  $%-$
'( !$
%$$
(,


 ')%$!
* ( +!
"$+!,
-!%% 
%$! ' 

 '
!%! %%
'(($!(
!./0& (1&$$
%$ -$"'$ (,
%!'$%( *&$,
%%!
 '$)$ $
(%$' "'$ -$


  
     
   
  

!%! %%




  

"

  


%$$!
$$
!%! %%

%(




 

  ! !



" #$   

&

"!    
"%&# !    %'

 '
!%! %%
'(($!(
!./0& (1&$$
%$ -$"'$ (,%!
'$%( *&$,
%%!
 '$)$ $(
%$' "'$ -$

 

 %&

"()  %! '$ 
*  !$ 
& '+ 
&# " +'

 

&# 



($-$-$$''('$ 
(%("$ '$(($$,
%! $2 )$!%!
%%
$% $-'  %! 
''"$$"$"$$

&# %#" +'

 %! 

" 



, -./0/01



##! 
# 2'' 



#- '0 
&# %#" +'

 %! 

'$3'$45!   67

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES

LDUN028 Kilkenny Biodiversity and Recreation Countryside Park November 2020
25

MATERIALS
3.0 Materials and Site Furniture
Materials shall be in keeping with the reuse/repurpose ethos of
Kilkenny County Council. Materials have been selected with the
aims of sustainability, durability and life cycle costing.
Path Network
1. Black Tarmacadam
2. Compacted Kilkenny Limestone dust
3. Mown lawn
4. Recycled plastic boardwalk, steps and bridge structure
Carpark Areas
1. Black Tarmacadam circulation and entrance roads
2. Permeable gravel carparking spaces
3. Reinforced lawn carparking spaces
Site Furniture
1. Sheﬃeld style bicycle stands galvanised
2. Benches with back and armrests
3. Kilkenny Limestone benches
4. Wayﬁnding marker posts and distance markers
5. Interpretative signage

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES
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APPENDIX A
LANDSCAPE DRAWINGS

8

9 HAMMOCKS

10 PLAY ELEMENTS - NESTS

7 MOWN GRASS PATHS

8 INFORMATION POINTS

11

7

6 MAIN PATH - 3M WIDE
COMPACTED LIMESTONE DUST

5 GATHERING AND VIEWING
POINT

4 OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

2 PARKING - GRAVEL

1 ENTRANCE SLOPED ACCESS

3 ORCHARDS

12

13

5

14

8

9

15

17

12 SHRUB PLANTING TO FRAME
VIEWS AND PLACES

11 VIEWING POINT WITH GRASS
EMBANKMENT

8

10

6

4
1
2

16

17 FITNESS - ENDURANCE
EQUIPMENT

16 FITNESS - POWER EQUIPMENT

15 FITNESS - BALANCE
EQUIPMENT

14 SENSORY PATH

13 NATURAL PLAY ELEMENTS
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CONCEPT PLAN

KILKENNY BIODIVERSITY
AND RECREATION PARK

3

BIODIVERSITY TRAIL
route 1

Fitness Station System
examples
1. Turning sprints/leapfrogging
2. Press and chin ups
3. Chin ups dips
4. Jumping Rope
5. Jumping Course
6. Abdominal Twist
7. Abdomen/Back

Fitness Trail
2km perimeter trail marker posts @ 100m c/s

Existing boundary fence retained

MASS PATH CONNECTION
TO DUNMORE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY HALL

FITNESS TRAIL
STATION

FITNESS TRAIL
route 2 2km loop walk

LAGOON
fenced

PLAY ELEMENT

MEADOW
existing

with central mesh fence 1.2m high

CLIPPED HAWTHORN HEDGE

PROPOSED NATIVE HEDGEROW

ARRIVAL/VIEWING
AREA

ENTRANCE No. 1
pedestrian connection to
mass path

PLAY ELEMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE TRAIL
route 3

MEADOW
existing

PLAY ELEMENTS

FITNESS TRAIL
STATION

MEADOW
existing

FITNESS TRAIL
STATION

MEADOW
existing

MEADOW
existing

through Blue Fleabane protected area

BOARDWALK

outdoor classroom/flexible use

AMENITY LAWN AREA

NT

through existing treeline, preventing compaction of tree roots

ENTRANCE BRIDGE

ARRIVAL SIGNAGE AREA

EXISTING TREES RETAINED

CES
ST CANI
VIEW TO L KIKENNY CITY
RA
CATHED

Note:

ENTRANCE No. 2
Carpark 13 spaces
Cycle parking 20 stands/40 spaces

Public Road
Connection to Bleach Road
and North Kilkenny Cycle Loop

STEPPED RAMP PATH

VIEWING AREA

MOWN LAWN PATH
2.0m wide

COMPACTED LIMESTONE PATH
3.0m wide

VIEW OUT OVER AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPE

SITE BOUNDARY
existing boundary fencing retained

MOWN LAWN PATH
EXISTING EVERGREEN HEDGE RETAINED

OI

VI
AT EW
AR TO
RI SC
V
U
A
L A LPT
RE UR
A EP

WET MEADOW
existing

FITNESS TRAIL
STATION

EDUCATION AREA
stream edge outdoor classroom and interpretative signage

COMPACTED LIMESTONE PATH
3.0m wide

MOWN LAWN PATH
2.0m wide

NOTE: Stone mulch surround to all access covers within planted areas
1.0m dia, 200mm deep

NORTH

scale 1:1000

KEY

Seating

Proposed garden perennial planting

Proposed clipped hedge

Amenity grassland area

3.0m wide tarmacadam path
with 1.0m wide mown lawn edge
Self compacting gravel surface path 3.0m wide
typ. Kilkenny Limestone Gravel Dust 50mm deep
Mown lawn path 2.0m wide

Exposed sand gravel with blue fleabane
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Play elements
Dry calcareous and neutral grassland

Viewing points - Arrival Plaza

Recycled plastic sleeper step/ramp

Sheltered viewing space

Hammocks

Oak Ash Hazel woodland

Broad leaved woodland

Dry meadow grassland

Stone mulch band
Note: All existing manhole covers outside
of paved areas shall have a stone mulch
surround 1.0m dia 200mm deep

Treeline/Hedgerow existing

Proposed Wildflower seeding

Carpark permeable surface

Meadow scrub
Proposed mixed shrub and tree planting

Existing contour line

Wet grassland
Proposed orchard tree

Site boundary

ENTRANCE No. 1 MASS PATH CONNECTION
TO DUNMORE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY HALL

WET MEADOW
existing

Dunmore Training Centre
Kilkenny GAA

existing gate access

step route
aerobic exercise area

ENTRANCE CARPARK No. 3
existing hardstanding overflow carpark area
proposed works
tarmacadam circulation and pedestrian path
marking 20 spaces including
2 accessible spaces
delineating coach parking layby
5 cycle stands/10 spaces
refer to Engineer consultant documentation

to illustrate importance of pollinators in agriculture and foot production

MEADOW ORCHARD

foraging plants included along the walk, nuts and fruit producing plants

MEADOW WALK

existing carpark and training facility

landfill infrastructure point
gas flare

Dunmore Recycling and
Waste Disposal
entrance and reception

DOG EXERCISE AREA
fenced and gated dog social zone
2no. gates

existing boundary planting retained and reinforced with
native hedgerow planting
central mesh fence 1.5m high

existing Oak, Ash, Hazel woodland retained

sloped route access

stepped ramp access

MEADOW
existing

FITNESS TRAIL
STATION

ELEVATED VIEWING POINT OVER GAA PLAYING PITCH

EXISITING LINED
LEACHATE LAGOON

Solitary bee nesting habitat

Dunmore Recycling and
Waste Disposal

Calcareous
grasslands
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Proposed clipped hedge

Amenity grassland area

Self compacting gravel surface path 3.0m wide
typ. Kilkenny Limestone Gravel Dust 50mm deep
Mown lawn path 2.0m wide

Dry calcareous and neutral grassland

Exposed sand gravel with blue fleabane

Viewing points - Arrival Plaza

Recycled plastic sleeper step/ramp

Dry meadow grassland

Seating

Proposed garden perennial planting

3.0m wide tarmacadam path
with 1.0m wide mown lawn edge

Stone mulch band
Note: All existing manhole covers outside
of paved areas shall have a stone mulch
surround 1.0m dia 200mm deep

Treeline/Hedgerow existing

Proposed Wildflower seeding

Carpark permeable surface

Sheltered viewing space

Play elements

Hammocks

Oak Ash Hazel woodland

Broad leaved woodland

Meadow scrub
Proposed mixed shrub and tree planting

Existing contour line

Wet grassland
Proposed orchard tree
Site boundary

Existing boundary fence retained

Note:
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NORTH KILKENNY AREA

SITE ENVIRONS
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