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1.1 Introduction 
Kilkenny County Council has proposed a Material Alteration to the Proposed Variation No. 5 to the 
Kilkenny City and County Development Plan (KCCDP) 2021-2027 under Section 13 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended). 
 
As Kilkenny County Council has not determined that the Material Alteration would be likely to have 
significant environmental effects, the Material Alteration has to be screened for the need to undertake 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). Screening is the process for deciding whether a particular 
plan – or a variation to a plan, other than those for which SEA is mandatory, would be likely to have 
significant environmental effects, and would thus warrant SEA. 
 
Following a review of the Draft Castlecomer Settlement Plan (the Proposed Variation), a Material 
Alteration has been recommended for inclusion. 
 
It is noted that the KCCDP was subject to a full SEA. The appropriate environmental authorities were 
consulted throughout the SEA process. 
 
1.2 Appropriate Assessment 
An Appropriate Assessment Screening under the Habitats Directive was undertaken on the proposed 
Material Alterations to the Variation. This determined that the proposed Material Alterations to 
Variation 5 to the Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021 is not likely, alone or in-
combination with other plans or projects, to have a significant effect on any European Sites on view 
of their conservation objectives, and it is not considered necessary to undertake any further stages of 
the Appropriate Assessment Process.  
 
2.0 SEA Screening of the Proposed Material Alteration 
Table 1 contains the findings of the SEA screening of the proposed Material Alteration. 



Table 1 SEA Screening of Proposed Material Alterations 
 

Proposed Material Alteration or Change SEA Screening Assessment - Is there potential for significant negative effects on the environment? Further Assessment 
Required? 

Volume 1 County Development Plan 

Amend Section 10.2.7 Surface Water Drainage. 

 

No – The inclusion of reference to these documents are not identified as having the potential to give rise to 
significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective. 

No 

Amend Section 12.5.1 Cycling Objectives 

 

No – This proposed material alteration is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No 

 Amend Section 12.11.10.1 Roads Development Management 
Requirements  

 

 No – The implications for the proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having the potential to give rise 
to significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective.   

 

No 

 
Volume 3 Settlement Plans 
 
Castlecomer Settlement Plan 2025 
 

Amend Section 1.6.1 Retail Objective V3CC2 No – The inclusion of reference to this document is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No  

Amend Section 1.9.1 Discovery Park  No – The inclusion of reference to this document is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No  

Amend Section 1.10.1 Water Services  No – This proposed material alteration is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No 

Amend Section 1.10.2 Flood Risk Management Objective 
V3CC8 

No – The implications for the proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having the potential to give rise 
to significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective.   

 

No  



Amend Section 1.11 Movement and Mobility, Amend 
Objective KR1 and PC11, insert new Objectives KR2 and KR3  

No – The insertion of these new objectives are not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

 

No  

Amend Section 1.12 Urban Design Framework Objective 
V3CC13 

No – This proposed material alteration is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No  

Amend Section 1.12 Urban Design Framework Objective 
V3CC13  

No – This proposed material alteration is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.   

No  

Amend Section 1.12.4 The Square Objective V3CC14 No – The implications for the proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having the potential to give rise 
to significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective.   

 

No 

Amend Section 1.12.5 East side of Kilkenny Street Objective 
V3CC15  

No – This proposed material alteration is not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant 
environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No 

Mapping Changes  

Zone land, which was previously zoned as Residential in the 
2018 LAP, to New Residential  

No – This proposed Material Alteration relates to map changes. The area is not within flood Zone A or B and was 
previously zoned residential. The implications for the proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having 
the potential to give rise to significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective. 

No 

Change Zoning of Parcel of land from Open Space to 
Agriculture 

 No – This proposed Material Alteration relates to map changes. The area is not within flood Zone A or B. The 
implications for the proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having the potential to give rise to 
significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective.  

No 

Change zoning from Low Density to New Residential LD 1 and 
LD2 on zoning map 

No – This proposed Material Alteration relates to map changes. The area is not within flood Zone A or B. The 
implications for the proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having the potential to give rise to 
significant environmental effects from a SEA perspective. 

No 

Amend Legends on Figure 2.2 and Figure 2.3 of the Strategic 
Flood Risk Analysis to highlight flood zones 

No – This proposed Material Alteration relates to updating the legend on the maps. The implications for the 
proposed Material Alteration are not identified as having the potential to give rise to significant environmental 
effects from a SEA perspective.  

No 

 
 
 



3.0 Flood Risk Assessment  
The Material Alterations proposed are in the context of the Flood Risk Assessment of Proposed 
Variation 5: Castlecomer Settlement Plan.  
 
All Proposed Material Alterations as noted in the Land Use Zoning Map are located within Flood 
Zone C and therefore do not change the Flood Risk Assessment Report. For consistency with the 
Settlement Plan, minor in-text references and figures will require to be updated to reflect material 
alterations if land use zoning changes are adopted. 
 
The zoning changes are listed in the above table under mapping changes.  
 
4.0 Conclusions 
The purpose of the report is to evaluate the requirement for SEA to be undertaken on the Material 
Alterations to the Proposed Variation 5 to the Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021-
2027. 
 
The assessment of the Material Alterations provided in this report has found that the Material 
Alterations are not likely to result in significant environmental effects.    
 
Therefore, on the basis of the above assessment, including consideration of the criteria as set out in 
Schedule 2A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2011 (as amended), the Material 
Alterations to the Proposed Variation to the Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021-2027 
does not require a full SEA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix I SEA Screening Determination 
 

 


