IAC Archoeology

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

AT
GORTEENS AND KILMURRY,
COUNTY KILKENNY

ON BEHALF OF: KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL

ITM: 664310, 613276

AUTHOR: JOHN GALLACHER

APRIL 2026

IAC PROJECT REF.: J4552

IRISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANCY LTD T: (01) 201 8380 E: archaeology@iac.ie
ARCHAEOLOGY & CONSERVATION CONSULTANTS Dublin | Belfast IAC.ie



DOCUMENT CONTROL SHEET

DATE DOCUMENT TITLE REV.

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage
17.07.2025 Assessment at Gorteens and Kilmurry, O
County Kilkenny

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage
21.07.25 Assessment at Gorteens and Kilmurry, 1
County Kilkenny

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage
06.08.25  Assessment at Gorteens and Kilmurry, 2
County Kilkenny

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage
23.04.26  Assessment at Gorteens and Kilmurry, 3
County Kilkenny

PREPARED BY

J. Gallacher

J. Gallacher

J. Gallacher

J. Gallacher

REVIEWED BY

J. Anderson

J. Anderson

J. Anderson

E. Di Vincenzo

APPROVED BY

M. Tobin

M. Tobin

M. Tobin

M. Tobin



IDA Belview, Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment
Gorteens and Kilmurry, County Kilkenny

ABSTRACT

This assessment has been prepared on behalf of Kilkenny County Council, to study the
impact, if any, on the archaeological and cultural heritage resource of a proposed
road upgrade at Gorteens and Kilmurry townlands, Co. Kilkenny (ITM 664310,
613276). The assessment was carried out by John Gallacher of IAC Archaeology.

There are no recorded monuments within the proposed development area, the
nearest of which is Gorteens Castle (KK047-001) situated c. 380m east-northeast.
There are 13 further cultural heritage sites within 250m of the proposed scheme,
comprising sites of vernacular structures (CH01-04), a townland boundary (CHO5), and
previously unrecorded archaeological remains (CH09-12) identified through intensive
test trenching undertaken in 2017.

There is no predicted negative impact on Gorteens Castle by the proposed scheme.

In the absence of mitigation, groundworks associated with the proposed scheme will
have a direct negative impact on the recently identified archaeological remains CH09-
12. As such it is recommended that CH09-12 be subject to pre-construction
preservation by record (e.g. excavation) by a suitably qualified archaeologist under
licence from, and in consultation with, the National Monuments Service.

It is also possible that further previously unknown archaeological features may survive
within the proposed scheme without surface expression and outside of the previously
excavated trenches. If present, ground works associated with the proposed scheme
will have a direct negative impact on any such remains. It is recommended that all
ground disturbances within greenfield spaces be monitored by a suitably qualified
archaeologist. If any features of archaeological potential are discovered during the
course of monitoring, further archaeological mitigation may be required, such as
preservation in situ or by record, in consultation with National Monuments Service.

There will be a direct slight negative impact on the Kilmurray-Gorteens townland
boundary, which will be caused by the groundworks associated with the proposed
scheme. A written and photographic record of the townland boundary (CHO5)
intervention should be undertaken during archaeological monitoring.

There will be a direct slight negative impact on the sites of vernacular structures
CHO1-04, which will be caused by groundworks associated within the proposed
scheme. If present, any surviving remains of CH01-04 should be preserved by record
during archaeological monitoring.

There will a direct slight negative impact on the former Belview Demesne (CH13) as a
result of the proposed scheme. There will an indirect slight negative impact on the
upstanding vernacular remains and a millrace (CH06-08) within 250m of the proposed
scheme. This will be cause by visual changes to the landscape. No mitigation is
proposed relating to CH06-08 and CH13.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 GENERAL

The following report details an archaeological assessment undertaken in advance of
proposed road upgrade works at Kilmurry and Gorteens townlands, Co. Kilkenny
(Figure 1; ITM 664310, 613276). This assessment has been carried out in accordance
with the ‘Guidelines for Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of Tl National Road and
Greenway Projects’” (TIl 2024) and assesses the potential impact of the proposed
scheme on the Cultural Heritage resource that may exist within the area. This
assessment has been carried out to ascertain the potential impact of the proposed
development on the archaeological and historical resource that may exist within the
area. It was undertaken by John Gallacher (MA (Hons), MLitt) of IAC Archaeology
(IAC), on behalf of Kilkenny County Council.

The assessment involved a detailed study of the archaeological and cultural heritage
background of the proposed development site and the surrounding study area. This
included information from the Record of Monuments and Places of County Kilkenny,
the topographical files within the National Museum of Ireland and all available
cartographic and documentary sources for the area. A field inspection has also been
carried out with the aim to identify any previously unrecorded features of
archaeological or cultural heritage interest.

1.2 THE DEVELOPMENT

The proposed works consist of upgrade works to the local road L3412 and ancillary
site development works which will provide access to the IDA Ireland land bank at
Kilmurry, Slieverue and Gorteen, Belview, Co. Kilkenny. The proposal will provide an
upgrade of local road L3412 from the existing eastern IDA Ireland roundabout to the
new IDA Ireland land bank at Kilmurray and will tie back into the existing L3412 to the
west via a new roundabout. The upgrade will be taken online on the existing road and
offline on adjoining land.

The works will consist of the following items:

. Widening and realignment of the existing road,

. Construction of cycle tracks and footpaths

. Construction of new roundabout

. Construction of a new culvert at the existing watercourse

J Drainage works incorporating SuDS measures and interceptors as required
. Landscaping including amendments to the existing screening berm

. Ancillary road works including public lighting, signs and road markings

] Construction of a new watermain

. All associated site works

1 IAC Archaeology
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2 METHODOLOGY

A study area, defined as 500m from the boundary of the proposed scheme, was
assessed to inform this report in terms of archaeological heritage. A 250m study area
was applied for previously unrecorded cultural heritage features. Research was
undertaken in two phases. The first phase comprised a paper survey of all available
archaeological and cultural heritage sources (including the results of earlier
assessments). The second phase involved a field inspection of the scheme footprint.

2.1 PAPER SURVEY
e Record of Monuments and Places for County Kilkenny
e Sites and Monuments Record for County Kilkenny
e National Monuments in State Care Database
e Preservation Orders List
e Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland
e Cartographic and written sources relating to the study area
e Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021-2027
e Aerial photographs
e Excavations Bulletin (1970—2025)
e National Inventory of Architectural Heritage

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a list of archaeological sites known to
the National Monuments Section, which are afforded legal protection under Section
12 of the 1994 National Monuments Act and are published as a record.

Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) holds documentary evidence and field
inspections of all known archaeological sites and monuments. Some information is
also held about archaeological sites and monuments whose precise location is not
known e.g. only a site type and townland are recorded. These are known to the
National Monuments Section as ‘un-located sites’ and cannot be afforded legal
protection due to lack of locational information. As a result, these are omitted from
the Record of Monuments and Places. SMR sites are also listed on a website
maintained by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DoHLGH)
—www.archaeology.ie.

National Monuments in State Care Database is a list of all the National Monuments
in State guardianship or ownership. Each is assigned a National Monument number
whether in guardianship or ownership and has a brief description of the remains of
each Monument. The Minister for the DoHLGH may acquire national monuments by
agreement or by compulsory order. The state or local authority may assume
guardianship of any national monument (other than dwellings). The owners of
national monuments (other than dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local
authority as guardian of that monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once
the site is in ownership or guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with
without the written consent of the Minister.

IAC Archaeology 2
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Preservation Orders List contains information on Preservation Orders and/or
Temporary Preservation Orders, which have been assigned to a site or sites. Sites
deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders
under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal.
Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These perform
the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six months, after
which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in the
vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and at the
discretion, of the Minister.

The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland are the national
archive of all known finds recorded by the National Museum. This archive relates
primarily to artefacts but also includes references to monuments and unique records
of previous excavations. The find spots of artefacts are important sources of
information on the discovery of sites of archaeological significance.

Cartographic sources are important in tracing land use development within the
development area as well as providing important topographical information on areas
of archaeological potential and the development of buildings. Cartographic analysis of
all relevant maps has been made to identify any topographical anomalies or
structures that no longer remain within the landscape.

Documentary sources were consulted to gain background information on the
archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage landscape of the proposed
development area.

Development Plans contain a catalogue of all the Protected Structures and
archaeological sites within the county. The Kilkenny City and County Development
Plan (2021-2027) was consulted to obtain information on cultural heritage sites in
and within the immediate vicinity of the proposed development area.

Aerial photographic coverage is an important source of information regarding the
precise location of sites and their extent. It also provides initial information on the
terrain and its likely potential for archaeology. A number of sources were consulted
including aerial photographs held by the Ordnance Survey and Google Earth.

Excavations Bulletin is a summary publication that has been produced every year
since 1970. This summarises every archaeological excavation that has taken place in
Ireland during that year up until 2010 and since 1987 has been edited by Isabel
Bennett. This information is vital when examining the archaeological content of any
area, which may not have been recorded under the SMR and RMP files. This
information is also available online (www.excavations.ie) from 1970-2025.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage is a state initiative established
under the provisions of the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic
Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999 tasked with making a nationwide
record of significant local, regional, national and international structures, which in
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turn provides county councils with a guide as to what structures to list within the
Record of Protected Structures. The NIAH have also carried out a nationwide desk-
based survey of historic gardens, including demesnes that surround large houses.

2.2  FIELD INSPECTION

Field inspection is necessary to determine the extent and nature of archaeological
and historical remains and can also lead to the identification of previously unrecorded
or suspected sites and portable finds through topographical observation and local
information.

The field inspection was carried out on 24th April 2025 and entailed:

e Walking the proposed development and its immediate environs.

e Noting and recording the terrain type and land usage.

e Noting and recording the presence of features of archaeological or historical
significance.

e Verifying the extent and condition of any recorded sites.

e Visually investigating any suspect landscape anomalies to determine the
possibility of their being anthropogenic in origin.

2.2 IMPACT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

The significance of potential effects has been evaluated using a systematic approach,
based upon identification of the importance/value of receptors and their sensitivity to
the proposed development activity, together with the predicted magnitude of the
impact. This is in accordance with the approach laid out in the “Guidelines for Cultural
Heritage Impact Assessment of Tll National Road and Greenway Projects” (TIl 2024).

Developments can have a wide range of impacts on Cultural Heritage sites. These can
be direct, indirect, positive and/or negative:

e Direct Impact — where a Cultural Heritage site or its setting is physically
located within the footprint of a project, which would entail its removal in
whole or in part. Direct impacts can also be defined as those that are directly
attributable to the proposed development.

e Indirect Impact — an impact that results indirectly from the proposed project,
often occurring away from the development, or because of a sequence of
interrelationships or a complex pathway.

e Positive Impact — a change which enhances or improves the quality of the
Cultural Heritage site.

e Negative Impact — a change which reduces the quality of the Cultural Heritage
site.

2.2.1 Sensitivity of receptor

For each impact, the assessment identifies receptors sensitive to that impact and
implements a systematic approach to understanding the impact pathways, magnitude
and the level of effects on given receptors. The definitions of receptor sensitivity for

IAC Archaeology 4
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the purpose of the Cultural Heritage assessment are provided in Table 1. This is based
on the presence (or not) of statutory protection and the determination by the author.

TABLE 1: Designation of Importance: Cultural Heritage Sites

IMPORTANCE CRITERIA

Very High Sites of International Importance: UNESCO World Heritage Properties
(including tentative list)

Any Cultural Heritage site of designated International Importance

National Monuments

Monuments subject to Preservation Orders

Schedule of Historic Monuments in State Care (NI)

High RMP

Proposed RMP

Record of Protected Structures (RPS)

Schedule of Historic Monuments (NI)

Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)

Well-preserved demesne landscapes

The Register of Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes (NI)
Register of Listed Buildings (NI)

Previously unrecorded sites of archaeological significance

Medium SMR

Sites listed on the NIAH

Areas of Archaeological Potential identified through documentary or
cartographic research

Moderately well-preserved demesne landscapes

Defence Heritage Record (NI)

Industrial Heritage Record (NI)

Well preserved previously unrecorded structures of architectural heritage
merit

Townland boundaries

Walking routes

Low Poorly preserved demesne landscapes
Poorly preserved previously unrecorded structures of architectural heritage
merit

Negligible SMR/RMP — Record only

Any designated structure — demolished
Any sites of a historic structure - demolished
Fully developed demesne landscapes

2.2.2 Magnitude of Impact

The scale or magnitude of potential impacts (both positive and negative) depends on
the degree and extent to which the proposed development activities may change the
environment, which usually varies according to project phase (i.e. construction,
operation and maintenance and decommissioning). As per the TIl 2024 Guidelines,
the nature of impacts can be categorised as follows:

e Type of impact/effect (direct, indirect),

e Quality of impact/effect (i.e. positive, negative, none),

e Extent and Context of impact/effect (e.g. size of the area/number of sites
affected; whether the extent, duration, or frequency will conform to or
contrast with established (baseline) conditions),

5 IAC Archaeology
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e Probability of impact/effect (i.e. likelihood that the identified effects will
occur),

e Duration of impact/effect (e.g. momentary, brief, temporary, short-term,
medium-term, long-term, permanent, reversible, etc.), and

e Frequency of impact/effect (i.e. will occur once, rarely, daily, monthly,
constantly, etc.).

The criteria

used to assess the different impacts associated with the proposed

development are shown in Table 2. The criteria have been defined in consideration of
the “Guidelines on Information to be Contained in Environmental Impact Statements”
(EPA 2022) and the “Guidelines for Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of TII
National Road and Greenway Projects” (TIl 2024).

TABLE 2: Criteria for determination of magnitude of impact

IMPORTANCE CRITERIA

Very High Major alteration to, or complete loss of, a Cultural Heritage site. Effects likely to
be experienced at a very large scale; considered permanent and irreversible.

High Notable or long-term change to a Cultural Heritage site.

Medium Moderate or long-term change over a restricted area or a moderate change to a
Cultural Heritage site.

Low Minor, short- or medium-term change over a restricted area or a minor change to
a Cultural Heritage site.

Negligible Imperceptible change to a Cultural Heritage Receptor.

2.2.3 Significance of effect

An Impact Assessment Matrix (IAM) is used to determine the significance of an effect.
In basic terms, the potential significance of an effect is a function of the sensitivity of
the receptor and the magnitude of the impact, as shown in the tables above.

The matrix provides a framework for the consistent and transparent assessment of
predicted effects although it is important to note that the assessments are based on
the application of expert judgement. The assessment matrix is shown in Table 3,
whereas the definition of the significance of effects is given below (TIl 2024, 70).

TABLE 3: Impact assessment matrix for determination of significance of effect

SENSITIVITY MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

OF RECEPTOR |VERY HIGH HIGH MEDIUM LowW NEGLIGIBLE

VERY HIGH Profound Very Significant |Significant Moderate Slight

HIGH Very Significant |Significant Significant - Moderate - Not Significant

Moderate Slight

MEDIUM Significant Significant - Moderate Slight Imperceptible
Moderate

LOW Moderate Moderate - Slight Not Significant |Imperceptible
Slight

NEGLIGIBLE [Slight Not Significant |Imperceptible |Imperceptible [Imperceptible

IAC Archaeology
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Significance of Effect Definitions

e Profound: An effect which obliterates a Cultural Heritage Receptor of high or
very high importance.

e Very Significant: An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or
intensity considerably alters most of an important aspect of the Cultural
Heritage site.

e Significant: An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity
alters an important aspect of the Cultural Heritage site.

e Moderate: An effect that alters the character of the Cultural Heritage site in a
manner that is consistent with existing and emerging baseline trends.

e Slight: An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
Cultural Heritage site without affecting its importance.

e Not significant: An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of
the Cultural Heritage site but without significant consequences.

e Imperceptible: An effect capable of measurement but without significant
consequences.

7 IAC Archaeology
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3 RESULTS OF CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

3.1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The proposed development area is located within the townlands of Kilmurry and
Gorteens, parish of Rathpatrick, and barony of Ida in County Kilkenny, not far from the
Kilkenny-Waterford border. The site comprises a c. 1.2km stretch of the L3412 road
which runs approximately west-southwest to east-northeast. This stretch of road is
situated c. 725m north of a railway line and the River Suir (which acts as the
Waterford-Kilkenny County border). The site is bound by open fields and scattered
linear development to the north, and by open fields and the IDA Belview Science and
Technology Park to the south. The site is c¢. 1.3km from Belview Port. There are no
recorded monuments within the proposed development area. Gorteens Castle
(KKO47-001) which is situated c. 380m east-northeast is the only recorded monument
within the 500m study area (Figure 1). There are no protected structures or buildings
listed on the NIAH survey within the study area of the proposed scheme.

3.1.1 Prehistoric Period (c. 8000 BC-AD 500)

There is no known settlement activity dating to the Mesolithic (c. 8000—-4000 BC) or
Neolithic (4000—2500 BC) periods within c. 1km of the site, however, large numbers
of these settlements have been identified in the Waterford harbour area. It seems
likely that hunter-gatherer groups operating locally would have exploited the rich
faunal and fish resources of a major river resource such as the River Suir. One such
site was recorded by the Ballylough Archaeological Survey at Creadan Head
overlooking Waterford Harbour, ¢. 10km south-east of the proposed development.
Several Neolithic tombs are located in the broader vicinity, such as a megalithic
structure (WA018-004), located at Ballygunnertemple, c. 3.8km to the south, and a
portal tomb (WA017-016) located at Ballindud, c. 5km southwest, which would
indicate Neolithic activity in the wider region.

Bronze Age (2500-800BC) activity is represented in the area by the discovery of burnt
mounds. Two burnt mounds were identified during archaeological testing within the
west of the proposed development area, and to the immediate south (Figure 3a;
Murphy 2017; Licence No. 17E0294). A number of other features were also
discovered at this time, within the proposed scheme and to the immediate south and
are currently of unknown date. In the larger area, there are a large number of
recorded burnt mounds and fulachta fia located within the landscape surrounding the
proposed development. In recent excavations on the N25 bypass, 29 of these features
were excavated (Eogan, 2011, 264). The closest to the proposed development area is
located c. 1.2km north (KK043-073). While it is likely that there was significant
continuity in the Iron Age (800 BC—AD 500), with earlier monuments re-used, there
are no recorded Iron Age sites within the study area of the proposed scheme.

3.1.2 Early Medieval Period (c. AD 500-1100)
Historical evidence records St Patrick having founded a church in the townland of
Rathpatrick and a ruined church (KK044-014) has been recorded at a site in that

IAC Archaeology 8
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townland, ¢. 2.2km north-northwest of the proposed development area. The present
church of Rathpatrick on the site is not the early medieval one reputedly founded by
St Patrick but one erected on its site about five centuries later (SMR File).

The records of the gradual arrival of the Scandinavians to Waterford City to the south
of the proposed scheme, in the 9th century appear vague and it is not until after the
arrival of a Viking Fleet documented in AD 912, that a more permanent Scandinavian
settlement at Waterford City emerges (Hurley 1992, 49-50). According to Hurley
documentary sources give a secure date for the establishment of a longphort by
Scandinavian Settlers in AD 914. The original name, Vedrarfjordr is an Old Norse name
likely meaning ‘windy fiord’. The subsequent name of the town Port Ldirge was given
by the Norsemen and is believed to commemorate Larag, an early Viking leader.

3.1.3 Medieval Period (c. AD 1100-1600)

The piecemeal conquest by the Anglo-Normans of Ireland, which commenced in AD
1169, had a fundamental impact on the Irish landscape. The Anglo-Norman presence
was strongest in the southeast of the country, and it is mainly in this region that land
was carved up and granted to the Anglo-Norman lords who participated. According to
Hurley (1992, 70), the Norman conquest of Ireland was not just the taking over of
new land, but to secure power of already well-established cities, such as Waterford.

In 1170, Waterford City was captured by Anglo-Norman forces led by Richard de
Clare, known as ‘Strongbow’ and Dermot McMurrough, King of Leinster. By this time,
the city was described as being walled and is said to have already repelled two
attacks. King Henry Il of England, concerned about Strongbow’s progress in Ireland,
landed in Waterford in October 1171 to symbolically assert his authority over
Strongbow and therefore inadvertently on the lands in Strongbow’s control. Henry
received the submissions of the Kings of Desmond and Thomond (Bradley and Halpin
1992). Waterford was retained by the Crown as a royal city and under this royal
patronage, it developed into one of the most important and prosperous towns in
medieval Ireland.

Waterford continued to thrive and prosper, as shown between 1224 and 1246 by
three murage grants were given to Waterford to increase the walled area of the city
and to accommodate the growing population which had reached the height of its
power by the early 14th century under the reign of King Edward | (McEneaney 2001,
23). During the 13th and 14th centuries, Waterford and New Ross accounted for
more than half of all Irish trade (ibid.). Trade rivalry between these two towns
continued from the 13th to the 16th century. Waterford was involved in the trading
of wine with Bordeauy, including acting as an entrepot, such as in 1300 when 3000
hogsheads of wine were re-exported to supply King Edward I’s army in Scotland as
well as with towns such as Southampton, Chester, and Bristol (Barry 1995). The ‘Great
Parchment Book of Waterford’, compiled 1361-1649, represents the earliest
documented use of the English language in Ireland for official purposes and
demonstrates the importance of the city as the regionally pre-eminent port in the
medieval period.
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The main success of the Anglo-Norman occupation was the welding of scattered
territories into a cohesive unit through the introduction of the English form of shire
government. The rural landscape became a network of manorial centres; these units
would generally contain a castle, a manorial house and a number of dwellings, with
extensive surrounding acreage. During the 14th to 16th centuries, tower houses were
the typical residence of the Irish gentry and are a common feature in the Irish
landscape. There are a number of medieval castles in the area surrounding the
proposed development area. These include Gorteens Castle (KK0O47-001), c. 380m
east-northeast; Kilmurry Castle (KK046-028), c. 1.1km north-northwest; Waterford
Castle (WA010-008), c. 1.4km south; Drumdowney Lower Castle (KK044-020001), c.
1.6km northeast.

3.1.4 Post-Medieval Period (c. AD 1600-2000)

Gorteens Castle (KK047-001) is located c. 380m east-northeast of the proposed
development area. All that remains of Gorteens Castle is a late medieval 3-4-storey
gatehouse. However, it was described in the Down Survey (1654-9) as having 2 castles
and 4 dwellings. In the 16th and first half of the 17th century the FitzGeralds held the
'manor, town and lands of Gurtins' (Carrigan 1905, 203-4) as well as the castle at
Kilmurry. Subsequent to the Cromwellian invasion the lands of Gurteens were
forfeited by John FitzGerald and were then divided up between various new English
settlers. Little more than this is known of the 17th century residents of Gorteens
Castle.

Archaeological excavation was undertaken beside Gorteens Castle in 1993 during
construction work on the new Belview Port Road to link the Slieveroe bypass with the
new Waterford port on the River Suir (King, 1993; Licence No. 93E0012). Excavation
revealed the foundations of two houses together with a contemporary field system.
Parts of the bawn wall around the castle were also exposed. A number of trenches
and drains, two small spreads of charcoal, a cobbled surface and a concentration of
postholes were located, together with a large deposit of metallurgical waste, burnt
stones and burnt clay which appeared to suggest iron working on the site. The
archaeological evidence indicated that the site was occupied from the second half of
the 16th century into the first half of the 18th century (ibid.). Further testing adjacent
to the castle site in 2003 revealed the presence of numerous medieval features and
deposits including stone walls which seemed to define the walls of out-buildings
associated with the castle (Walsh, 2003; Cummins 2003; Licence No. 03E0255). These
features were associated with deposits containing late medieval pottery and
metallurgical waste (ibid.).

In the early 18th century Gorteens became the site of one of the earliest glassmaking
factories in Ireland and may have provided the origins for the Waterford Glass factory.
Excavations carried out in advance of development at Glass House, ¢. 1km southeast
of the proposed development area, failed to isolate the location of the glassworks
(Licence No. 01E0269). A flour mill and a corn mill are also recorded in the same
townland, c. 1.7km east-southeast.
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The area around Belview was dominated in the post-medieval period by country
houses and their associated demesnes. Belview House, located c¢. 500m to the
southeast of the proposed development area was one of the principal seats in the
parish of Rathpatrick and appears to have dated to at least the late 18th century. It
was described by Lewis (1837) as ‘beautifully situated on the banks of the river in a
well-planted demesne’. The eastern extent of the proposed development boundary
extends within c¢. 57m of the former demesne associated with Belview House (CH13).

3.2 SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK

A review of the Excavations Bulletin (1970-2026) has revealed that two previous
programmes of archaeological testing have been undertaken within the proposed
development area.

A programme of geophysical survey followed by archaeological testing was conducted
within the west of the proposed development area, and to the immediate south
(Figure 3a; Murphy 2017; Licence No. 17E0294). A total of 107 test trenches were
excavated over eight fields. A number of features of archaeological significance were
exposed throughout the site and all appear to be relatively isolated. The features
found within the proposed development area were F1 (a stone-filled drain), F3 (a
shallow agricultural linear), F4 (modern drain), F21 (field boundary), F23 (burnt
mound), F24 (pit), and F26 (pit). In addition, the following archaeological features
were identified outside the boundary of the current proposed development area;
seven probable kilns (F6, F8, F12, F19, F30, F43 and F54), five burnt stone spreads
(F23, F28, F35, F37 & F55), thirteen pits (F18, F24, F25, F38, F40, F45 & FA7-53), one
possible brick kiln (F27) and the remains of a 19th-century cottage (F34) were
identified. Additionally modern field boundaries and other traces of agricultural
activity were observed. Four areas of archaeological features were noted within the
footprint of the proposed scheme, including a possible Fulacht Fia (F23, CHO9) and
three possible pits (F24, F25 and F26, CH10-12). A number of additional modern
features were also noted.

A programme of geophysical survey followed by archaeological testing was
undertaken within the eastern portion of the proposed development area, and to the
immediate south (Figure 3b; Bennett 2013:200; Coughlan 2013; Licence No. 13E068).
Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered during these works.

A programme of archaeological testing and excavation (Bennett 1993:136; King 1993;
Licence No. 93E0013) was conducted c. 410m east-northeast of the proposed
development area. Twelve trenches were opened in January 1993 to the north-east of
Gorteens Castle (KKO47-001) and subsequently two large cuttings were opened
centring on the trial trenches that had proved most productive. A third cutting was
opened to the west of the castle on the site of the new link road.

This programme of works uncovered the following;
e a large spread of stones (possibly the partial remains of the destroyed bawn
wall, in which the handle of a drinking jug of Cologne or Frechen origin, dating
to the 16th century, was found);
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e acurving arc of stones, two courses in height, set into a very shallow trench;

e the foundations of two houses;

e acobbled surface

e afield system;

e anumber of pits and postholes;

e anumber of trenches and drains;

e two small spreads of charcoal;

e alarge deposit of metallurgical waste (17kg);

e burnt stones;

e burntclay;

e charcoal enriched brown earth which would appear to suggest debris from
iron working;

The diagnostic material recovered from the site included North Devon wares, German
stone wares, Ligurian faience, late Saintonge, Iberian earthenware, late 17th/early
18th-century clay pipes and early 18th-century glass bottles. The historical and
archaeological evidence points to Gorteens being occupied from the second half of
the 16th century into the first half of the 18th century. The site was subsequently
levelled and some of the building stone deliberately buried in pits.

A subsequent programme of archaeological testing in the vicinity of Gorteens Castle
(KKO47-001) was undertaken, c. 170m-400m east of the proposed development
(Walsh 2003; Licence No. 03E0255; Cummins 2003; Licence No. 03E0885). Testing
revealed the presence of numerous medieval features and deposits, including, in Field
2, the remains of stone walls which may define the walls of out-buildings associated
with the castle. These features were associated with deposits containing late
medieval pottery and metallurgical waste. The deposits between the walls seemed to
be quite deep, suggesting high-density, deep archaeological strata. In Field 1, the
remains of a north—south-oriented ditch and associated features were uncovered
close to the castle ruins. The ditch measured c. 4.4m wide and 0.9m deep. Finds from
the ditch were consistent with the date of the castle.

A programme of archaeological testing was undertaken c. 380m south of the
proposed development area but did not reveal anything of archaeological significance
(Kyle 2007; Licence No. 07E0874).

3.3 CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

William Petty’s Down Survey, Map of the Barony of Ida Igrin Ibercon c. 1655
The proposed scheme is not depicted in any detail on this map. The Barony of Ida
lgrin Ibercon is depicted with the proposed development area situated to the north of
the River Suir, in the townlands of Gortins and Kilmurry. That the barony name was
later abbreviated to Ida is of interest. A number of strucures are shown at Goirtins,
including a possible church or castle.

IAC Archaeology 12



IDA Belview, Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment
Gorteens and Kilmurry, County Kilkenny

First Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1843, scale 1:10,560 (Figure 4)

This is the first accurate historic mapping coverage of the proposed development
area. Within the proposed development area, the roads now known as L3412 and
Gyles’” Quay have by this date been constructed, following mostly the same route that
they do today. The immediate envions of the site comprises open fields and scattered
vernacular building’s lining the routeways. The east of the proposed development
area is within the northeastern extent of the demesne landscape (CH13) associated
with Belview House which is depicted c. 900m southeast, on the banks of the River
Suir. Gorteens Castle (KK047-001) is depicted as H-shaped in plan and situated c.
380m east-northeast of the proposed development area. It is annotated as ‘in ruins’
at that time.

Ordnance Survey Map, 1903, scale 1:2,500

A number of the small vernacular structures shown within the proposed scheme in
the previous OS mapping are no longer present. By the time of this map, numerous
field boundaries have been removed in the fields adjacent to the proposed
development area. The Waterford and Rosslare Railway has been established and is
shown running c. 450m north of the proposed development area.

3.4 DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Kilkenny City and County Development Plan (2021-2027) recognises the statutory
protection afforded to all Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) sites under the
National Monuments Legislation (1930-2014). The development plan lists a number
of aims and objectives in relation to archaeological heritage (Appendix 3).

While the new Historic and Archaeological heritage and Miscellaneous Provisions Act
2023 was enacted in October 2023, most of the Act has not yet entered into force,
pending Ministerial Commencement Orders that will repeal the National Monument
Act.

There is one recorded monument located within the study area of the development,
Gorteens Castle (KK047-001), which is situated c. 380m east-northeast. Gorteens
Castle is not subject to a Preservation Order nor is it classified as a National
Monument.

There are no protected structures within the study area of the proposed scheme.

3.5 NATIONAL INVENTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE

Building Survey
There are no structures listed on the NIAH Building Survey within the study area of
the proposed development area.

Garden Survey
The demesne associated with Belview House which extends within the proposed
scheme is listed on the NIAH Garden Survey (NIAH Garden 1841, CH13).
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3.6 TOPOGRAPHICAL FILES OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND
Information on artefact finds from the study area in County Kilkenny has been
recorded by the National Museum of Ireland since the late 18th century. Location
information relating to these finds is important in establishing prehistoric and historic
activity in the study area. This information was accessed online using HeritageMaps.ie
and in person in the National Museum of Ireland Archives.

Six stray finds have been recorded from Kilmurry, County Kilkenny relating to
prehistoric burial activity (Appendix 2). The records of Gorteen and of neighbouring
townlands (Drumdowney Lower, Drumdowney Upper, Rathculliheen and Rathpatrick)
were also checked but no stray finds are recorded for these townlands.

3.7 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Inspection of the aerial photographic coverage of the proposed development area
held by the Ordnance Survey (1995-2013), Google Earth (2005—-2025) and Bing Maps
revealed several changes have been made to the road and its immediate environs. A
road upgrade to the immediate east of the proposed development area is first seen
on imagery dated 2001-2005. The easternmost c. 140m of road within the proposed
development area, as well as the roundabout, were constructed during that time. The
IDA Belview Science and Technology Park, which is situated immediately south of the
proposed development, first appears on imagery dated 2015.

No previously unrecorded features of archaeological or cultural heritage significance
were identified on the satellite imagery.

3.8 CULTURAL HERITAGE

The term ‘Cultural Heritage’ can be used as an over-arching term that can be applied
to both archaeology and architectural sites; however, it also refers to more
ephemeral aspects of the environment, which are often recorded in folklore or
possibly date to a more recent period.

There are eight sites within the 250m study area for cultural heritage (Table 4, Figure
1). Three of these are vernacular structures observed on the First Edition Ordnance
Survey Map of 1843 within the boundary of the proposed scheme but not shown on
the subsequent 1903 Ordnance Survey mapping. Of these four, only CHO3 has
possible upstanding remains. Two upstanding vernacular structures are present
within the 250m study area (CHO6 and CHO7). The Kilmurry-Gorteens townland
boundary (CHO5) is also located partially within the proposed scheme. In addition, a
former millrace (CHO8) is present to the west of the proposed scheme.

TABLE 4: Cultural Heritage sites within the site boundary

DISTANCE TO

CH NO. |CLASSIFICATION PROPOSED SCHEME

CHO1 Site of vernacular structure depicted on first edition OS map of 1843.|Within scheme
It was no longer present by the later OS map of 1903. There are no
upstanding remains, however a modern residential plot is now present
on the site, with the modern house located to the north of where the
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DISTANCE TO

CH NO. |CLASSIFICATION PROPOSED SCHEME

vernacular structure would have originally stood.

CHO2 Site of vernacular structure depicted on first edition OS mapping of|Within scheme
1843. It has been removed by the time of the 1903 OS map. The site
of the structure is to the south of the existing roadway and is
overgrown, but no upstanding remains have been identified.

CHO3 Site of vernacular structure depicted on first edition OS map of 1843.(Within scheme
A small section of wall possibly survives by the roadside, but the
structure was not depicted on the later OS map of 1903.

CHO4 Group of two vernacular structures shown on the first edition map of|Within scheme
1843. Both had been removed by the time of the 1903 OS map. No
upstanding remains are evident at the site, which is overgrown.

CHO5 Townland boundary separating Kilmurry and Gorteens. Formed by a|Partially within the
hedgerow and crossed by the existing road. An existing gap in the|scheme

boundary shows it comprises a low earthen embankment with large
stone cobbles, overgrown with hawthorn and shrubs.

CHO6 Upstanding vernacular structures, shown as part of a group of three in|c. 71m northeast
the first edition OS map, only the structure south of the road survives.

CHO7 Group of two upstanding vernacular structures shown of the first|c. 87m north
edition OS map of 1843. The northern example appears to be in
ruinous condition.

CHO8 Former millrace shown on the first edition OS map of 1843, still extant|c. 81m west
as a watercourse.

3.8.1 Place Name Analysis

Townland and topographic names are an invaluable source of information on
topography, land ownership and land use within the landscape. They also provide
information on the history, archaeological monuments, and folklore of an area. A
place name may refer to a long-forgotten site and may indicate the possibility that the
remains of certain sites may still survive below the ground surface. The Ordnance
Survey surveyors wrote down townland names in the 1830s and 1840s when the
entire country was mapped for the first time. Some of the townland names in the
study area are of Irish origin and through time have been anglicised. The main
references used for the place name analysis are Irish Local Names Explained by P.W
Joyce (1870) and the Placenames Database of Ireland (www.logainm.ie).

A description and possible explanation of each place name in the environs of the
proposed scheme is provided in Table 5.

TABLE 5: Place Name Analysis

NAME DERIVATION POSSIBLE MEANING

Kilkenny Cill Chainnigh Church of St. Cainneach

Waterford Old Norse: Vedrarfjordr Windy Fiord

Irish: Port Ldirge Larag's Port

Ida O Ded Name of local tuath

Ida Igrin Ibercon |0 Ded, unknown, O'Bercon Name of local tuatha;
Former barony name, later abbreviated to
Ida

15 IAC Archaeology



http://www.logainm.ie/

IDA Belview,

Gorteens and Kilmurry, County Kilkenny

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment

NAME DERIVATION POSSIBLE MEANING

Rathpatrick Rdth Phadraig Patrick’s Fort

Kilmurry Chill Mhuire Church of St. Mary

Gorteens Na Goirtini Gardens / little fields

Drumndowney Droim Domhnaigh Church on the ridge (likely sub-divided into
Lower Upper and Lower at a later date)
Drumdowney Droim Domhnaigh Church on the ridge (likely sub-divided into
Upper, Upper and Lower at a later date)
Rathculliheen Rdth Choilchin Coilchin’s fort

3.8.2 Townland Boundaries

The townland is an Irish land unit of considerable longevity as many of the units are
likely to represent much earlier land divisions. The term townland was not used to
denote a unit of land until the Civil Survey of 1654. It bears no relation to the modern
word ‘town’ but like the Irish word baile refers to a place. It is possible that the word
is derived from the Old English tun land and meant ‘the land forming an estate or
manor’ (Culleton 1999, 174).

Gaelic land ownership required a clear definition of the territories held by each sept
and a need for strong, permanent fences around their territories. It is possible that
boundaries following ridge tops, streams or bog are more likely to be older in date
than those composed of straight lines (ibid. 179).

The vast majority of townlands are referred to in the 17th century, when land
documentation records begin. Many of the townlands are mapped within the Down
Survey of the 1650s, so called as all measurements were carefully ‘laid downe’ on
paper at a scale of forty perches to one inch. Therefore, most are in the context of
pre-17th century landscape organisation (McErlean 1983, 315).

In the 19th century, some demesnes, deer parks or large farms were given townland
status during the Ordnance Survey and some imprecise townland boundaries in areas
such as bogs or lakes, were given more precise definition (ibid.). Larger tracks of land
were divided into a number of townlands, and named Upper, Middle or Lower, as well
as Beg and More (small and large) and north, east, south and west (Culleton 1999,
179). By the time the first Ordnance Survey had been completed a total of 62,000
townlands were recorded in Ireland.

Although not usually recorded as archaeological monuments in their own right,
townland boundaries are important as cultural heritage features. It remains unclear
how old some of these land units actually are, though it has been convincingly argued
that many may date to at least the medieval period and, in some cases, may be
significantly older than this (McErlean 1983; MacCotter 2008).

The townland boundary between Kilmurry and Gorteens townlands (CHO5) is located
partially within the proposed scheme. It is formed by a hedgerow and crossed by the
existing road and comprises a low earthen embankment with large stone cobbles,
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currently overgrown with hawthorn and shrubs. A portion of the townland boundary
has been removed to facilitate the existing L3412 roadway.

3.9  FIELD INSPECTION

The field inspection, conducted on 24th April 2025 in dry overcast conditions, sought
to assess the site, its previous and current land use, the topography and any
additional information relevant to the report. During the course of the field
investigation the proposed development site and its surrounding environs were
inspected (Figure 1).

The proposed development area comprises an existing road corridor and green space
to the immediate south. The eastern portion of the development area comprises an
upgraded section of road corridor associated with the IDA Campus (Plates 1 and 2). To
the south of the road, a landscaped green open space bordering a Tirlan facility is
included within the proposed development footprint. This area comprises dense
overgrowth and steeply graded grass bund (Plate 3) and rough pasture (Plate 4). The
IDA facility is bordered by a laneway, leading south through the proposed
development site (Plates 5 and 6) and an occupied house is present at this junction to
the immediate north. This house is not shown on the historic mapping.

The western side of the lane is bordered by a deep channel containing fast-flowing
water (Plate 7). Several large stones were noted in the channel which may have
origins from former structures however overgrowth and moss cover hindered
assessment. The existing road leads westwards, comprising a narrow corridor
bordered by mature trees and hedge row (Plate 8). A low partially collapsed random
rubble stone boundary wall lines the southern perimeter of the existing road (Plate 9).
To the south of the existing roadway the proposed development footprint includes
part of three large fields of rough pasture (Plates 10-12). The ground falls gently to
the east and south, with views of the wider landscape from the high point in the
middle field. The townland boundary between Gorteen and Kilmurry runs through the
proposed development area on a north-south axis (Plate 11). An existing gap in the
boundary shows it comprises a low earthen embankment with large stone cobbles,
overgrown with hawthorn and shrubs.
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4 CONCLUSIONS

This assessment has been carried out to ascertain the potential impact of the
proposed road upgrade at Gorteens and Kilmurry townlands, Co. Kilkenny (Figure 1;
ITM 664310, 613276), on the archaeological and cultural heritage resource that may
exist within the area.

The surrounding landscape is largely rural in character, with small clusters of modern
residential properties and farm complexes, particularly to the north of the scheme.
There are no recorded monuments within the proposed development area, however,
Gorteens Castle (KK047-001) which is situated c. 380m east-northeast is a recorded
monument (Figure 1).

A review of the Excavations Bulletin has shown that two previous programmes of
archaeological testing have been carried out within the area of development.
Archaeological features were identified by testing particularly in the west of the site
where a burnt mound and several other isolated features were uncovered. Further
archaeological features were identified to the south of the proposed scheme.
Archaeological testing in the eastern portion of the proposed scheme did not identify
anything of archaeological significance.

Analysis of cartographic sources has revealed that a road has run through the site
since 1843, possibly earlier. A review of the aerial photographic coverage failed to
identify any previously unrecorded sites of archaeological potential within the
development area.

A field inspection has been carried out as part of this assessment, but this did not
identify any previously unrecorded sites of archaeological potential within the
proposed development area.

A number of cultural heritage sites were identified within the proposed scheme, and
within 250m of the scheme, which have been identified through a combination of
cartographic analysis, satellite imagery and field inspection. For the most part these
sites are the sites of vernacular structures shown on the first edition map of 1843,
and a number have upstanding remains. The townland boundary between Kilmurry
and Gorteens was also noted as a key cultural heritage constraint in the landscape.
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5 IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MITIGATION STRATEGY

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected, and the range of archaeological resources potentially affected. Cultural
Heritage and archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways:
disturbance by excavation, topsoil stripping; disturbance by vehicles working in
unsuitable conditions; and burial of sites, limiting access for future archaeological
investigation. Upstanding Cultural Heritage sites can be affected adversely by direct
damage or destruction arising from development, from inadvertent damage arising
from vibration, undermining etc. and also by indirect impacts to a building’s visual
setting, view or curtilage.

5.1 IMPACT ASSESSMENT
All Cultural Heritage sites identified during the course of this assessment has been
subject to impact assessment as per the below Table 6.

TABLE é: Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment

DISTANCE FROM |SENSITIVITY OF (IMPACT |MAGNITUDE(SIGNIFICANCE
2R SRS O], SCHEME RECEPTOR TYPE OF IMPACT (OF EFFECT
KKO47- c. 380m east- .

001 Castle northeast Medium None N/a N/a

HO1 ite of lar |Within sch

CHO Site of vernacular | Within scheme Negligible Direct Very high Slight negative
structure

CHO2 Site of vernacular |Within scheme . . . . .
structure Negligible Direct Very high Slight negative

H ite of lar |Within sch

CHO3 Site of vernacular | Within scheme Negligible Direct Very high Slight negative
structure

CHO4 Group of two Within scheme
vernacular Negligible Direct Very high Slight negative
structures

CHO5 Townland Partially within the

- h

bpundary scheme Medium Direct Medium Slight negative
Kilmurry and
Gorteens

CHO6 Upstanding c. 71m northeast
vernacular Low Indirect |Medium Slight negative
structures

CHO7 Group of two c. 87m north
upstanding Low Indirect |Medium Slight negative
vernacular
structures

CHO8 Former millrace |c. 81m west Medium Indirect |Medium Slight negative

CHO9 Possible Fulacht |Within scheme . . ) Very significant
Fia (F23) High Direct Very High negative

CH10 Possible pit (F24) |Within scheme High Direct Very High  |Very significant

negative
CH11 Possible pit (F26) |Within scheme High Direct Very High  |Very significant
negative
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DISTANCE FROM |SENSITIVITY OF |IMPACT |MAGNITUDE|SIGNIFICANCE
RERL g Sl SCHEME RECEPTOR TYPE OF IMPACT |OF EFFECT
CH12 Possible pit (F25) |Within scheme High Direct Very High  |Very significant
negative
CH13 Former Belview  |Partially within Low Direct Medium Slight negative
Demesne scheme
e Archaeological testing carried out in 2017 identified a number of

5.2

archaeological features within the western portion of the proposed scheme
footprint, which remain in situ (CH09-12). Without mitigation, groundworks
associated with the scheme will have a direct negative impact on these
archaeological features.

Furthermore, it is possible that further previously unknown archaeological
features may survive within the proposed scheme without surface expression
and outside of the previously excavated trenches. Any such, features will be
directly, negatively impacted by the groundworks associated with the
proposed scheme.

There will be a direct slight negative impact on the sites of vernacular
structures CHO1-04. This will be caused by groundworks associated within the
proposed scheme.

There will be a direct slight negative impact on the Kilmurray-Gorteens
townland boundary, which will be caused by the groundworks associated with
the scheme.

There will be a direct slight negative impact on the former Belview Demesne
as a result of the proposed scheme.

There will be an indirect slight negative impact on the upstanding vernacular
remains and a millrace within 250m of the proposed scheme (CHO06-08). This
will be cause by visual changes to the landscape.

There will be no impact on Gorteens Castle (SMR Ref. KK047-001) as a result
of the proposed scheme.

MITIGATION

It is recommended that CH09-12 be subject to pre-construction preservation
by record (e.g. excavation) by a suitably qualified archaeologist under licence
from, and in consultation with, the National Monuments Service.

It is recommended that all ground disturbances within greenfield spaces be
monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist. If any features of
archaeological potential are discovered during the course of monitoring,
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further archaeological mitigation may be required, such as preservation in situ
or by record, in consultation with National Monuments Service.

e A written and photographic record of the townland boundary (CHO5)
intervention should be undertaken during archaeological monitoring.

e |f present, any surviving remains of CH01-04 should be preserved by record
(survey, written and photographic) during archaeological monitoring.

e No mitigation is proposed with regards to CH06-08 and CHO13.

It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure full provision is made available for the
resolution of any archaeological remains, both on site and during the post excavation
process, should that be deemed the appropriate manner in which to proceed.

Please note that all recommendations are subject to approval by the National
Monuments Service of the Heritage and Planning Division, Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1

SMR/RMP SITES WITHIN THE STUDY AREA

SMR NO.

KK047-001

RMP STATUS

Yes

TOWNLAND

Gorteens

PARISH

Rathpatrick

BARONY

Ida

I.T.M.

665183, 613623

CLASSIFICATION

Castle

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 380m east-northeast

DESCRIPTION

Gorteens Castle. Located to rear (east) of a derelict house at top of
a gently sloping south-west facing grass field. This was the castle
of Thomas Fitz-Gerralde and according to O’Donovan, the Castle of
Kilmurry also belonged to him (1839, 291).

The castle measures 6.90m x 6.40m and is standing 4 storeys high.
The upper floor is ivy-covered and inaccessible with the gateway
aligned roughly northwest—southeast (from map). Entrance (2.40m
wide) is through a pointed arch in north-west side. Within are 2
spudstones with ‘2 hanging eyes’ above. Murder hole above (c.
0.40m x 0.40m). Recesses to left and right measure 2.60m x 1m
deep (north-east side) and 1.70m x 0.85m deep (south-west side)
respectively. The supporting wicker framework is visible in recesses
and main vault. On the exterior at north-east side at ground floor
level is the stump of wall at right angles to gateway at south-east
corner. Wall measures c. 2m wide and the foundations/ footing is
1.20m long.

On the 1st floor and 2nd floors are destroyed window loops. A

mural stairs between 2nd and 3rd floors is visible from the southeast
side. At south-east the wall has collapsed, and the castle is

open to the air from the vault upwards. At south-west side, on the
3rd floor is a small, ruined window loop. This side is ivy covered.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file
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APPENDIX 2 STRAY FINDS RECORDED BY NMI IN STUDY AREA

TOWNLAND NMI REF

FIND TYPE

FIND
LOCATION

DESCRIPTION

Kilmurry 1959/29

Cremated
human remains

Unknown

The cremated remains of a single
individual. No statement could be
made as to age or sex. Found in a
cist in a flat field. In same cist
1959:30- a slikensides found.

Kilmurry 1959:30,

1A/68/ 59

Stone

Unknown

Small piece of quartz (possibly
agate), probably natural, rectangular
in outline with parallel grooving on
both faces. Grooving natural. L.
3.50cm; W. 3.3cm; T 9mm. Found
with cremated bones (1959:29) in a
cist in a flat field.

Kilmurry W9/WK78

Simple bowl

Near
Thomastown

Found in an ancient grave. Simple
ceramic bowl food vessel. Sepulchral
vessel; shape globular; condition
perfect; colour very light drab,
within and without. Height four
inches and a quarte; diameter at
mouth the same; diameter at base 3
inches and a quarter. Decorations,
which are very regular, divide the
vessel on exterior into six spaces,
with  vertical and  horizontal
indentations and short upright
notches. The lines, both horizontal
and perpendicular, seem, at first
view, simple depressions, but on a
close inspection they appear to have
been formed by some notched or
serrated tool of the wheel chacter.
Found in an ancient grave at
Kilmurry, near Thomastown, Co.
Kilkenny.

Kilmurry W15.1/WK113.1

Ceramic
vessel

food

Simple ceramic bowl food vessel
found in a grave. Sepulchral vessel,
bowl-shaped; broad at mouth and
base; condition excellent, though a
little crumbled on portion of rim;
sides divided longitudinally into 6
spaces, which are alternately
decorated with chevrons and rudely
undulating horizontal lines; lip and
bottom plain; colour greyish brown;
interior nearly filled with small
fragments of calcined bones
(W15.2/WK113.2) , apparently
human, mixed with a few ordinary
pebbles. H 4inches and a quarter; D
at lip 5; Bottom 3.
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FIND
TOWNLAND NMI REF FIND TYPE LOCATION DESCRIPTION

Kilmurry W17/WK106 Bronze Age Sepulchral vessel of light reddish
bowl colour within and without; bowl-
shaped, probably a food holder.
Fractured at base and on one side.
Decoration rude chevrons and
irregularly executed, horizontal, and
short vertical lines, the latter within
chevron pattern. Height four inches
and a quarter, at base three. Found
in a grave.

Kilmurry W15.2 /WK113.2 |Cremated Unknown Found in grave with W15.1/WK113.1
human remains
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APPENDIX 3 LEGISLATION PROTECTING THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESOURCE

PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international
policy designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the
fullest possible extent (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999,
35). This is undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the European Convention
on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta Convention), ratified by
Ireland in 1997.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the National
Cultural Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory
protection of archaeological remains, which includes all man-made structures of
whatever form or date except buildings habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes. A
National Monument is described as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument the
preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason of the historical,
architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto’
(National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2). A number of mechanisms under the
National Monuments Act are applied to secure the protection of archaeological
monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments, the Record of
Monuments and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary
Preservation Orders on endangered sites.

OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order.
The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any national monument
(other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other than dwellings)
may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of that monument if
the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or guardianship of
the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent of the Minister.

REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of
Historic Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the
register are afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any interference with
sites recorded on the register is illegal without the permission of the Minister. Two
months’ notice in writing is required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the
vicinity of a registered monument. The register also includes sites under Preservation
Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered monuments are included in
the Record of Monuments and Places.

PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY PRESERVATION ORDERS
Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation
Orders under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site
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illegal. Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These
perform the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six
months, after which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken
on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and
at the discretion, of the Minister.

RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and
the Islands (now the Minister for the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage) to establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the
Minister believes that such monuments exist. The record comprises a list of
monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each monument and relevant
place in respect of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record of
Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the National Monuments
Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed development site are
represented on the accompanying maps.

Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than
the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place
included in the Record, or any other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or
permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such a monument or place, he
or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in case of urgent necessity and with the
consent of the Minister, commence the work until two months after giving of notice’.

Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or
in any way interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or
imprisonment for up to 6 months. On summary conviction and on conviction of
indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years is the
penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs for the repair of the damage caused.

In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required
for various classes and sizes of development project to assess the impact the
proposed development will have on the existing environment, which includes the
cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These document’s
recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions under which the
proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of protection
for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.

THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development
Plan setting out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a
five-year period. They cover a range of issues including archaeology and built
heritage, setting out their policies and objectives with regard to the protection and
enhancement of both. These policies can vary from county to county. The Planning
and Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable
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development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions
relating to archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions.

Kilkenny County Development Plan, 2021-2027
The following are objectives of Kilkenny County Council:

Objective 9C

To protect archaeological sites and monuments (including their setting), underwater
archaeology, and archaeological objects, including those that are listed in the Record
of Monuments and Places, and in the Urban Archaeological Survey of County Kilkenny
or newly discovered sub-surface and underwater archaeological remains.

The following are requirements of Kilkenny County Council:

e To endeavour to preserve in situ all archaeological monuments, whether on
land or underwater, listed in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), and
any newly discovered archaeological sites, features, or objects by requiring
that archaeological remains are identified and fully considered at the very
earliest stages of the development process and that schemes are designed to
avoid impacting on archaeological heritage.

e To require archaeological assessment, surveys, test excavation and/or
monitoring for planning applications in areas of archaeological importance if a
development proposal is likely to impact upon in-situ archaeological
monuments, their setting and archaeological remains.

e To ensure that development within the vicinity of a Recorded Monument is
sited and designed appropriately so that it does not seriously detract from the
setting of the feature or its zone of archaeological potential. Where
upstanding remains of a Recorded Monument exist a visual impact assessment
may be required to fully determine the effect of any proposed development.

e To require the retention of surviving medieval plots and street patterns and to
facilitate the recording of evidence of ancient boundaries, layouts etc. in the
course of development.
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APPENDIX 4 IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE
RESOURCE

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL REMAINS

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a
development’ (Environmental Protection Agency 2022). They are described as
profound, significant or slight impacts on archaeological remains. They may be
negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or cumulative, temporary or permanent.

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological and historical resources potentially
affected. Development can affect the archaeological and historical resource of a given
landscape in a number of ways.

e Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape
mounding, and their construction may result in damage to or loss of
archaeological remains and deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic
monuments and to the physical coherence of the landscape.

e Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways:
disturbance by excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy
machinery; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial
of sites, limiting accessibility for future archaeological investigation.

e Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from
construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term
changes in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and
associated deposits.

e Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction
traffic and facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and
planting, noise, fences and associated works. These features can impinge
directly on historic monuments and historic landscape elements as well as
their visual amenity value.

e landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface
archaeological features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of
trees and shrubs as they grow.

e Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent
embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially
in colluviums or peat deposits.

e Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for
adversely affecting archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site
offices, and service trenches.

vii IAC Archaeology



IDA Belview, Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment
Gorteens and Kilmurry, County Kilkenny

Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments.
These can include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and
access to archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of a site or
historic landscape as a result of archaeological assessment and fieldwork.

PREDICTED IMPACTS

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of
monument, site or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact
can be judged taking the following into account:

e The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics
fundamental to the understanding of the feature would be lost;

e Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability,
rarity, potential and amenity value of the feature affected;

e Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in
general or site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists.
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APPENDIX 5 MITIGATION MEASURES AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE
RESOURCE

POTENTIAL MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE REMAINS
Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed
development that can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects.

The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on
their setting and amenity arise when the site options for the development are being
considered. Damage to the archaeological resource immediately adjacent to
developments may be prevented by the selection of appropriate construction
methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for example by
screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by burying
archaeological sites undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting adverse
effects is probably best illustrated by the full investigation and recording of
archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ.

DEFINITION OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not
always a practical solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are
offered to provide ameliorative measures where avoidance and preservation in situ
are not possible.

Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of intrusive
fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of archaeological features,
structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, inter-
tidal zone or underwater. If such archaeological remains are present field evaluation
defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and enables an assessment
of their worth in a local, regional, national or international context as appropriate’
(CIfA 2020a).

Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, intrusive
fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines, records and interprets
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves
artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on land, inter-
tidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects gathered during fieldwork
are studied and the results of that study published in detail appropriate to the project
design’ (CIfA 2020b).

Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation and
investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological
reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater, where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be
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disturbed or destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and
ordered archive (CIfA 2020c).

Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out
by a specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal
detection surveys and the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. These
assessments are able to access and assess the potential of an underwater
environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based assessments.

IAC Archaeology X



KK047-001----
Castle- unclassified

.
7o) OF e =N IR Gorteens
@[kl - Kilmurry k g \J iy

[T
LK

Legend
D Proposed Scheme

@® Recorded Monuments

l__'l Zone of Notification

@®  Cultural Heritage Sites

© WATERFORD [ Belview Demesne CH13

[] Townland Boundaries

300 400 500 m

Title Location of the proposed scheme, showing archaeological and cultural heritage sites (Google Earth

2095 Scale  As shown DrawnBy  ED
. . § Checked By MT
Project Gorteens and Kilmurry, Co. Kilkenny Date 23.04.26

Approved By FB




VEHICLE ACCESS TO THE EXISTING ROAD
SHALL BE PERMANENTLY CLOSED. THE
CLOSURE SHALL BE ACHIEVED BY FORMING A
LANDECAPE BUND TO PREVENT E
THROUGH_MOVEMENT AND SIGHT ACROSS DRAWING120012027
THE SITE. MOUNTABLE STAINLESS-STEEL fi il
BOLLARDS SHALL BE INSTALLED TO FURTHER
RESTRICT UNAUTHORISED VEHICULAR |
ACCESS, |
ESTRIAN ACCESS TO EXISTING ROUNDABOUT- !
DRAWING12001-2026 . . N _r.-xm'luﬁkow WESTERN ARM TO BE UPGRADED |
VEMICLE ACCESS TO THE EXISTING ROAD | | }
SHALL BE PERMANENTLY CLOSED. THE !
CLOSURE SHALL BE ACHIEVED BY FORMING A | ACCESS TOBE I
LANDSCAPE BUND TO PREVENT | CLOSED OFF :
THROUGH_MOVEMENT AND SIGHT ACROSS ! |
[ THE SITE. MOUNTABLE STANLESS-STEEL !
|| BOLLARDS SHALL BE INSTALLED TO FURTHER Locadon oF PROPOSED i
| RESTRICT UNALUTHORISED VEHICULAR | CULVERT
/ frm !
! = /M COORDINATES |
H:BE4362 |
DRAWING 12001-2025 ¥:A13321
[Pt T i e S INDICATIVE LOCATION OF A NOISE |
! BARRIER, EXACT LOCATION TO BE .
| CONFIRMED AT DETAIL DESIGN |
| | INDICATIVE LOCATION OF A NOISE |
/ ! BARRIER, EXACT LOCATION TO 8E TIEINTO
/ | CONFIRMED AT DETAIL DESIGN EXISTING BERM |
f I |
_DRAWING 12001:202¢ . | s s i S | Mo MRS L 8 PSS S|
: | 1 + el |
| 1 | 3Tt
i | 44 4 & |
| | | ™. PROPOSED GATE !
| I TIEIN TO |
: | I EXISTING BERM |
|
| PROPOSED GATE |
| "
| TIE TO EXISTING ROAD | #
L INDICATIVE ALIGNMENT 4
T T T A T e, TO DR ER O R TR 0 e e
PROVISICH FOR FUTURE .
CONNECTION.
| I ¥
i
HOTES
Title Plan of proposed scheme Scale NTS Drawn By ED
C Checked By MT
0 50 100 150 200 250 m IA Project Gorteens & Kilmurry, County Kilkenny Date 23.04.26
| T I Approved By FB
Job No. 14552 Fig. 2 Rev. 2




\

o
[
o

100

150 m

__F__:_Z'/

Drawn By ED

Legend
D Proposed Scheme

Title Results of archaeological testing in the western portion of the proposed development area
(Licence No. 17E0294) showing the proposed scheme (After Murphy 2017)

Scale  Asshown

Project Gorteens and Kilmurry, Co. Kilkenny

Date 23.04.26

Job No. 14552

Checked By MT
Approved By FB

Fig. 3a |[Rev. 2




\

50

100

D Proposed Scheme

Title

Results of archaeological testing in the eastern portion of the proposed development area (Licence

No. 13E068) showing the proposed scheme (After Coughlan 2013)

Scale  Asshown

Project

Gorteens and Kilmurry, Co. Kilkenny

Date 23.04.26

Job No. 14552




Legend

D Proposed Scheme

® Recorded Monuments

.1 zons

7
. KK047-001----
Castle- unclassiﬁed‘
TR —
I S
]
]
i
o
LR
4
i -
) 4
]
e
-
»
0 100 200 300 m
I
Title Extract from the First Edition Ordnance Survey map (1843) showing proposed scheme Scale  Asshown Drawn By ED
. . § Checked By MT
Project Gorteens and Kilmurry, Co. Kilkenny Date 23.04.26
Approved By FB
Job No. 14552 Fig. 4 Rev. 2




IDA Belview,
Kilmurry & Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny Cultural Heritage Assessment

r‘—'

Plate 1: Eastern portion of proposed scheme, facing west Plate 2: Existing road corridor bordering IDA, facing east
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Plate 3: Landscaped ground within IDA Campus, facing east
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Plate 9: Random rubble stone waII; facing south ‘ Plate 10: Eastern field, facing west

Plate 11: Existing gap in townland boundary, facing north
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