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30'" June 2026

An Coimisitin Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,
D01 v902

Re: Application for Approval made under Section 177AE of the Planning & Development Act 2000
(as amended) for the following development:

Proposed Fidilte Ireland Platforms For Growth Shared Community Facilities - The proposed
development will comprise construction of the ‘Nore River Facilities Kilkenny’ at a site of
approximately 0.24 HA, located within the grounds of County Hall at Johns Street Lower,
Collegepark, Kilkenny City, Co. Kilkenny

A Chara,

Kilkenny County Council wish to apply for approval under Section 177(AE) of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 (as amended). The proposed development will consist of: Construction of a
riverside facilities centre comprising the following;

a) Demolition of an existing single-storey maintenance store,

b) Removal of selected on-site vegetation to facilitate the works,

c) Single-storey facilities block with a flat, intensive green roof build-up, containing toilets,
universally accessible bathroom, changing places facility, showering / changing cubicles,
cleaner’s store, outdoor showers, an external plant area, storage lockers, wash trough, and a
drying room,

d) Single-storey adjoining community block with an asymmetrical pitched roof containing a
community room, associated kitchenette, and a plant room / central information point,

e) Adjoining external covered terrace area with a flat intensive green roof build-up,

f) A single-storey storage block with an asymmetrical pitched roof containing equipment
storage, a dragon-boat / rowing boat storage, and a maintenance store,

g) A single-storey adjoining block with a mono-pitched roof containing a boat / general storage
area,

h) A hard landscaped pedestrian central space with raised central planter / seating, planted
areas, boat wash-down area and associated surface water UV filtration system,

i) Proposed shared surface including a central set-down / vehicular turning area for boat loading
/ unloading and pedestrian use generally,

j}  Access route to river over berm comprising a sloped access path with associated retaining
wall, steps, landings, balustrading, and associated handrails,

k) Raised walkway from top of berm to pontoon with associated balustrading / handrails,

I} Part fixed / part floating access pontoon within the river,

m) Site services connections and drainage work, including connection to existing public foul and
stormwater system,

n) Universally accessible parking bay and covered bicycle parking area,

o) Public lighting to all pedestrian / vehicular / parking areas,
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p) Associated archaeological investigations, including test excavations and underwater
surveys,
g) All necessary landscaping, site boundary and site development works.

A Natura Impact Statement has been prepared in respect of the proposed development.

An EclA (Ecological Impact Assessment), an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) Screening Report,
VMP (Visitor Management Plan) and a CEMP {Construction Environmental Management Plan) have
also been completed in support of this application and are included as part of the plans and particulars
forming this submission.

| enclose herewith the following documentation in accordance with Article 249 of the Planning and
Development Regulations, (as amended) in support of the application:

- 2 hard copies of the plans and particulars of the proposed development — Architects Section 177AE
Planning Report & Appendices as listed below:

- 2 hard copies of the Drawings: A3 Scaled (2no. Full size sets also enclosed) [Appendix A]
- 2 hard copies of the Public Notices: Published Newspaper Notice

- 2 hard copies of the Public Notices: Erected Site Notice [Appendix B]
- 2 hard copies of the Landscaping Report [Appendix C]
- 2 hard copies of the Civil Engineering Report [Appendix D]
- 2 hard copies of the Site-Specific Flood Risk Assessment [Appendix E]

- 2 hard copies of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report [Appendix F]

- 2 hard copies of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS) for the proposed works ~ [Appendix G]

- 2 hard copies of an Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA) [Appendix H]
- 2 hard copies of a Construction Environmental Management Plan {CEMP) [Appendix J]
- 2 hard copies of a Lighting Report / Layout [Appendix K]
- 2 hard copies of an Archaeological Desktop Assessment [Appendix L]

- 2 hard copies of OPW: Section 09 Application — Written Approval for:

Works to the berm & proposed pontoon [Appendix M]
- 2 hard copies of the list of prescribed bodies to which the notice was sent

under Section 177AE(4)(b) and a copy of each notice issued is enclosed [Appendix N]
- 2 hard copies of -Platforms for Growth: A Programme for Tourism

Investment - written by Failte Ireland [Appendix O]
- 2 hard copies of -Visitor Management Plan (VMP) [Appendix P]
-2 hard copies of Method Statement for Archaeological Test Excavation [Appendix Q1]

-2 hard copies of Method State. for Archaeological Dive & Detection Survey (Appendix Q2)
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In addition to the plans and particulars outlined above:

- 1 copy of the newspaper notice published in the Kilkenny People dated Friday 26" June 2026 in
accordance with Section 177AE(4)(a)

- 1 copy of the site notice, dated/erected 26" June 2026 in accordance with Section 177AE(4)(a)

- 2 hard copies of Uisce Eireann Confirmation of Feasibility are included withing the Civil Engineering
Report (at Appendix C)

- 1 soft copy (CD) of the plans & particulars indicated above including newspaper notice and site
notice. Included on the CD is a digital drawing file containing a redline boundary located to ITM
coordinates.

Note: Plans and particulars which contain colour in the hard copy format are provided in colour in
electronic format also. Similarly, all those provided in colour in electronic format have been provided
in colour in hard copy format.

The following prescribed bodies have been notified with respect to the proposed planning
application under section 177(AE) (4)(b) of the planning and development act 2000 as amended:

— The Minister for Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage
— Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

— National Parks and Wildlife Service

— The Heritage Council

— An Taisce

— Uisce Eireann

— Waterways Ireland

— Kilkenny County Council

— Southern Regional Assembly

— Failte Ireland

— Dept of Culture, Communications and Sport
— An Chombhairle Ealaion (The Arts Council)

—  Office of Public Works (OPW)

— lIrish Sports Council

— National Disability Authority

— Inland Fisheries Ireland

— Land Development Agency

— SportIreland

Please note that this application was previously submitted under ref. no: ABP-321143-24. A request
for Further Information was furnished to Kilkenny County Council following observations by the
Development Applications Unit and Uisce Eireann in respect of that application. This RFI was relating
to Archaeology/Archaeological Monitoring and also sought a Visitor Management Plan be prepared
and NIS updated as necessary to reflect mitigation measures.
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Third party advice from a planning consultant was sought confirming that any survey for
archaeological purposes would generally be considered to be exempted development under Section
4 of the PDA except where an EIA or AA is required. That is the case here due to the site location
within/adjacent to the River Nore SPA and River Barrow and River Nore SAC and associated mitigation
required. The requested archaeological reports, therefore, were not able to be completed within the
specified RFI time-frame. The application was then withdrawn to allow the applicant to do so, insofar
as possible.

Archaeological Management Solutions (AMS) were appointed earlier this year by Kilkenny County
Council, tasked with preparing the Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) and Underwater
Archaeological Impact Assessment (UAIA) per previous RFI including any associated Ministerial
Consent or licencing required. Note: No design alterations have been made to the scheme/application
drawings submitted previously.

The archaeological consultants sought a licence and carried out a geophysical survey of the lands in
question and used this to inform the location of potential test trenches. In addition, they have
completed method statements for both the Archaeological Ground Investigations and Underwater
Survey (see Appendix Q enclosed in support of this application). These investigations / mitigation
measures have also been reflected in updated ecological reports as follows:

— Appropriate Assessment Screening & Natura Impact Assessment (Mentions Archaeological)
— Construction Environmental Management Plan (Archaeological)

We have now amended our development description to seek permission for the construction of the
riverside facilities centre, associated works and for any associated archaeological investigations, (both
ground and underwater). These are required for completion of an AIA and UAIA, which will be
compiled prior to any construction work commencing. The Ecologist was also tasked with preparing a
Visitor Management plan in respect of the operation of the scheme (Appendix P).

We respectfully ask that the completion of the archaeological investigations/reports be conditioned
within any grant of permission, along with any archaeological monitoring of riverine works deemed to
be required.

We trust the above is satisfactory and looking forward to your decision in due course.
Yours sincerely,

Jon Banier
Tim Butler

Director of Services, Planning, Town Regeneration, Community & Community Development.
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