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1.1 Introduction 

This Archaeological Impact Assessment Report (AIAR) was commissioned by Kilkenny County Council, 

and prepared by Horizon Archaeology Ltd, in respect of the proposed development of two bus stops 

on Green Street, Callan, Co. Kilkenny.  

The principal objectives of this assessment are to evaluate, insofar as is reasonably possible from 

existing records and site-specific information, the likely effects of the proposed development on the 

historic environment, with regard to direct and indirect construction-related impacts on recorded and 

unrecorded archaeological heritage features. This is in line with Kilkenny County Council’s stated aim 

to “seek the protection and sustainable management of the arts, culture, and heritage of Kilkenny for 

the benefit of current and future generations” (Kilkenny County Council 2021, 124). 

Green Street is within the Callan Architectural Conservation Area (ACA), which protects the medieval 

and post-medieval built heritage of Callan. Both application sites are within this ACA, and within the 

zone of archaeological constraints for the historic town of Callan (KK026-010----), and within the 

historic town defences (KK026-010007-). There are sixty-two archaeological sites recorded on Green 

Street, on the Record of Monuments and Places. Fifty-eight of these are found on the grounds of either 

St Mary’s Church (KK026-010012-), which is a National Monument (No. 455), or the Church of the 

Assumption (KK026-010033-). The majority of these archaeological sites are stone sculptures, grave 

slabs, tombs, or similar religious objects.  Additionally, there are twenty-four buildings on Green Street 

which are listed as regionally significant on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) 

(see Section 2.1 for those which are directly relevant to this application). At the top of Green Stret, at 

the junction with Mill Street, there is a market cross (KK026-01006-), and three tower houses (KK026-

01003-, KK026-01004-, and KK026-01005-).  

The proposed development would involve the modification of the exiting roadway and footpath in 

two locations on Green Street. There are currently bus stops and parking facilities along the street in 

both locations, and the modifications will not significantly change the current use of either location. 

This report details the location of each application site, and the proposed developments in each area 

in more detail in Sections 2.1 and 3.1 respectively, before outlining the archaeological background of 

the area in Section 4.1. A site inspection was conducted, and the results are described in Section 5.1. 

The potential impact upon the archaeological heritage is outlined in Section 6.1, and mitigation 

measures designed to avoid, reduce, and offset any adverse impacts upon archaeological assets are 

included in Section 7.1.  



 

4 
 

The Archaeological Impact Assessment concludes that the proposed developments are unlikely to 

impact any known archaeology. The development presents a low degree of risk of impacting on any 

unknown subterranean archaeology within the development area. Construction stage archaeological 

monitoring of ground disturbance works is recommended to ameliorate the risk of impacting on any 

subterranean archaeology. 

1.2 Methodology 

Two phases of research were undertaken to complete this assessment. The first phase included a 

thorough desk-based survey of archaeological, historical, and cartographic sources. This was followed 

by a site inspection, which assessed the potential impact of the proposed developments upon any 

cultural heritage assets that were not evident from the desk-based sources.  

The study area comprised a 200m radius around both the proposed bus stops sites. Any archaeological 

or architectural heritage within those radii was evaluated via both the desk-based survey and the site 

inspection. Following this research, an impact assessment and mitigation strategy was prepared. The 

impact assessment (Section 6.1) outlines any potential adverse impacts that the proposed 

development may have on the known resources, while the mitigation strategy (Section 7.1) describes 

how to avoid, reduce, or offset any such adverse impacts.  

Desk-based survey 

The desk-based survey comprised consulting with a variety of sources, all listed below, and creating a 

list of sites and areas of archaeological, architectural, and cultural significance.  

• Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for Co. Kilkenny  

• Record of Protected Structures (RPS) for Co. Kilkenny 

• Cartographic and documentary sources relating to the study area 

• Callan Local Area Plan (LAP) 

• Kilkenny County Development Plan 

• National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH).  

• Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland 

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a list of archaeological sites known to National Monuments 

Service. Back-up files of the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) provide details of documentary 

sources and field inspections where these have taken place.  

The Record of Protected Structures (RPS) includes all known structures within the county of Kilkenny 

that are of architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, social, scientific or technical 

importance. By inclusion in the RPS these structures are afforded legal protection under the Planning 
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and Development Act 2000. The RPS for Co. Kilkenny is maintained by Kilkenny County Council and is 

available at the following address: 

https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/services/planning/conservation/record-of-protected-structures/ 

Cartographic sources are important in tracing land use development within an area of land take, as 

well as providing topographical information on sites and areas of archaeological potential. 

Cartographic analysis of relevant maps has been made to identify any topographical anomalies that 

may no longer remain within the landscape. Documentary sources were consulted to gain background 

information on the historical and archaeological landscape of the proposed development area. 

Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021-2027 contains objectives on the preservation and 

management of cultural heritage. It was consulted to obtain information on sites within the proposed 

development area and the 200m radius study area. 

Callan Local Area Plan 2019 outlines the strategy for the proper planning and development of Callan. 

It addresses the need to protect local heritage assets, primarily through the identification and 

protection of Architectural Conservation Areas, and Zones of Archaeological Potential.     

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established under the Architectural Heritage 

(National Inventory) and Historic Monuments Provision Act (1999) and is managed by the National 

Built Heritage Service (NBHS), Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH). The 

work of NIAH involves identifying and recording on a non-statutory basis the architectural heritage of 

Ireland from 1700 to the present day. 

Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland is the archive of all known finds recorded by 

the National Museum. This archive relates primarily to artefacts but also includes references to 

monuments and unique records of previous excavations. The find spots of artefacts are important 

sources of information in the discovery of sites of archaeological significance. 

There is no specific legislation in Ireland to protect cultural heritage assets. In terms of development 

impact appraisals, cultural heritage is often defined as comprising tangible and intangible resources 

such as memorials, customs and practices, folklore, traditions, language, and knowledge. Ireland’s 

National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage provides official state recognition of cultural 

heritage resources (https://nationalinventoryich.tcagsm.gov.ie/national-inventory/ ). There are no 

known Cultural Heritage Assets within the development area. 

  

https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/services/planning/conservation/record-of-protected-structures/
https://nationalinventoryich.tcagsm.gov.ie/national-inventory/
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2.1 Location 

The proposed development sites are both on the R692 Green Street, which runs approximately 

northeast-southwest through Callan. These sites are within the buffer zone for the historic town of 

Callan (KK026-010----) and within 50m of the historic defences of the town (KK026-010007-). The sites 

are within the Architectural Conservation Area, which protects the medieval and post medieval built 

heritage of Callan. Specifically, on Green Street, the Architectural Conservation Area is primarily 

concerned with St Mary’s Church and associated streetscape, and the later 19th century extension to 

the town south of the medieval church (Kilkenny County Council 2019, 40-41).  

The application site for the northbound bus stop is on the western side of the R692, at the same 

location as the current bus stop. It is outside the Church of the Assumption (KK026-010033-; NIAH: 

12314010), which is both an archaeological site, and a regionally significant site of architectural 

heritage. The fencing, gates, and railing of this site (NIAH: 12314064), as well as the steps leading up 

to it (NIAH: 12314011) are also designated as regionally significant architectural heritage. There are 

two other archaeological sites on the grounds of the Church of the Assumption (stone sculptures, 

KK026-010087- and KK026-010032-). The proposed bus stop is located across the street from four 

other sites of regionally significant architectural heritage, a monument to Edmund Ignatius Rice (NIAH: 

12314061), a courthouse (NIAH: 12314005), garda station (NIAH: 12314006), and bank (NIAH: 

12314004). The proposed development does not directly impact any of these sites, although it should 

be noted that it will be directly adjacent to the fencing, gates, and railing of the Church of the 

Assumption (NIAH: 12314064).  

The application site for the southbound bus stop is on the eastern side of R692, at the same location 

as the current bus stop. It is approximately 20m southwest of a regionally significant site of 

architectural heritage (a bank, NIAH: 12314003) and is across the street from three houses which are 

regionally significant sites of architectural heritage (NIAH: 12314012, 12314013, and 12314014). It is 

approximately 70m southwest of the grounds of St Mary’s Church (KK026-010012), which is a National 

Monument (No. 455), and which contains within it many other archaeological sites (see Table 1).  
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Figure 1: Map showing approximate location of bus stops on Green Street, Callan, Co. Kilkenny. After Historic Environment 
Viewer, Tailte Éireann 2026. 
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3.1 Development 

The proposed developments comprise the modification of the footpath, drainage system, and signage 

in both locations. Both developments are at the location of the current bus stops on Green Street. In 

both locations, the developments will involve the extension of the existing footpath, the modification 

of the existing drainage system to facilitate this change, the removal of pre-existing signage, and the 

erection of new signage on the footpath extensions. Some public seating will also be removed at the 

southbound stop. There will not be a significant change in the land use of either location. 

 

Figure 2: Proposed southbound bus stop, Green Street Callan. Kilkenny County Council, 2026 
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Figure 3: Proposed northbound bus stop, Green Street Callan. Kilkenny County Council, 2026 

The proposed development will not involve significant changes from the current use of the land in 

either location, however, the necessary construction works will be invasive and could impact on sub-

surface archaeology.  

The likely archaeological and architectural heritage implications of the development are assessed in 

detail in Sections 4.1 to 7.1 of this report, with appropriate mitigation measures set out where 

required. 
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4.1 Site Background 

County Kilkenny is the 16th largest county in Ireland, and the 3rd largest county in Leinster, measuring 

2061 km2
. The topography comprises a low-lying central basin, with higher ground in the north and 

south of the county. Brandon Hill is the highest peak in County Kilkenny, and is found in the southwest 

of the county, close to the border with Counties Carlow and Wexford. The geology is dominated by 

sedimentary rocks – primarily limestone and sandstones. There are some granite plutons in the 

southeast of the county, which has metamorphosed the surrounding bedrock, resulting in schists, 

phyllites, and other sedimentary rocks. Coal is present in the Castlecomer Plateau, in the north of the 

county. Kilkenny has three major river courses – the Nore River bisects the county, the Barrow River 

forms the border with Carlow to the east, and the Suir River forms the border with Tipperary to the 

west. Callan is located on the King River, originally Abhainn Calland, a tributary of the River Nore, on 

limestone bedrock.  

The following section presents a summary of the principal periods within the Irish archaeological 

record, with reference to recorded monuments and heritage assets located within the defined 200m 

study area of the proposed development. The chronological framework employed follows the 

Guidelines for Authors of Reports on Archaeological Excavations as published by the National 

Monuments Service. 

The proposed developments on Green Street, Callan, County Kilkenny, are located within the Zone of 

Archaeological Potential for the historic town of Callan (KK026-010----). They are also within the Callan 

Architectural Conservation Area. There is a significant amount of evidence for human occupation 

during the medieval period, with a smaller amount of evidence for occupation during prehistory.  All 

known archaeological sites within 200m of both locations are detailed in Table 1.  

Table 1: List of known archaeological sites within 200m bus stop locations on Green Street, Callan 

SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM LOCATION 

KK026-

010003- 

Castle – tower 

house 

CALLAN SOUTH 641355, 643881  Mill Street, at 

junction with 

Upper Bridge 

Street 

KK026-

010004- 

Castle – tower 

house 

CALLAN SOUTH 641335, 643856 Green Street, at 

junction with 

Mill Street 
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SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM LOCATION 

KK026-

010005- 

Castle – tower 

house 

CALLAN SOUTH 641368, 

643841.99 

Green Street, at 

junction with 

Mill Street 

KK026-

010006- 

Cross – market 

cross 

CALLAN SOUTH 641364, 643865 On Green Street 

KK026-

010007- 

Town 

defences 

BOLTON, CALLAN SOUTH, 

DIRTYSTEP, MINNAUNS, 

PROLOGUE, TINNAMOONA 

641271, 643609 West Street, 

Lower Green 

Lane, Chapel 

Lane, Kells 

Street/Lower 

Bridge Street, 

Haggard 

Lane/Street 

KK026-
010012- 

Church CALLAN SOUTH 641395, 643809 St Mary’s 
Church, on 
Green Street, at 
junction with 
Mill Street 

KK026-
010013- 

Font CALLAN SOUTH 641398, 643805 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010014- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641385, 
643818.99 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010015- 

Architectural 
fragment 

CALLAN SOUTH 641402, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010031- 

Graveyard CALLAN SOUTH 641403, 643816 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010032- 

Stone 
sculpture 
(present 
location) 

CALLAN SOUTH 641252, 
643653.99 

On grounds of 
the Church of 
the Assumption  

KK026-
010033- 

Church CALLAN SOUTH 641263, 643650 Church of the 
Assumption, on 
Green Street, at 
junction with 
Chapel Lane.  

KK026-
010034- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641381, 643819 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010035- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641384,643818 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  
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SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM LOCATION 

KK026-
010036- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641387, 643817 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010037- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641390, 643819 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010038- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641386, 643818 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010039- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641389, 643818 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010040- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641381, 
643815.99 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010041- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641381, 643812 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010042- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641383, 643812 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010043 

Gravelab CALLAN SOUTH 641386, 643812 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010044- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641386, 643812 
 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010045- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641387, 643813 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010046- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641388, 643812 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010047- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641390, 
643810.99 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010048- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641382, 643817 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010049- 

Tomb – effigial CALLAN SOUTH 641381, 643808 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010050- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641382, 643809 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010051- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641382, 643807 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010052- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641384, 
643807.99 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  
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SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM LOCATION 

KK026-
010053- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641385, 643806 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010054- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641383, 643806 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010055- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641388, 643806 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010056- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641382, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010057- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641381, 643802 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010058- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641381, 643801 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010059- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641384, 643801 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010060- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641386, 643800 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010061- 

Wall 
monument 

CALLAN SOUTH 641395, 643802 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010062- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641395, 
643799.99 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010063- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641393, 
643799.99 

On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010064- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641369, 643810 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010065- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641403, 643808 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010066- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641407, 643807 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010067- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641413, 643806 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010068- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641415, 643806 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010069- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641414, 643810 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  
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SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM LOCATION 

KK026-
010070- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641416, 643801 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010071- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641405, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010072- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641400, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010073- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641397, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010074- 

Tomb – effigial  CALLAN SOUTH 641412, 643810 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010075- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641398, 643803 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010076- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641397, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church  

KK026-
010077- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641396, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010078- 

Wall 
monument 

CALLAN SOUTH 641396, 643804 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010079- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641370, 643809 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010080- 

Graveslab CALLAN SOUTH 641386, 643809 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010081- 

Tomb – chest 
tomb 

CALLAN SOUTH 641388, 643809 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-
010087- 

Stone 
sculpture 
(present 
location) 

CALLAN SOUTH 641223, 643656 On grounds of 
the Church of 
the Assumption 

KK026-034---- Stone 
sculpture 

CALLAN SOUTH 641409, 643805 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK026-035---- Stone 
sculpture 

CALLAN SOUTH 641409, 643805 On grounds of 
St. Mary’s 
Church 
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4.2 Archaeological and Historical Background 

Early prehistory – Palaeolithic and Mesolithic Periods (12800 – 4000 BCE) 

The earliest evidence for human habitation in Ireland was found in the Alice and Gwendoline Cave, 

Co. Clare. A bear patella with tool marks was found, suggesting that humans were present in Ireland 

during the Palaeolithic, between 12800-12600 BCE (Dowd and Carden, 2016, 161).  

The majority of evidence for early human occupation of Ireland, however, dates to the Mesolithic 

period, between 8000-4000 BCE. During the Mesolithic, the country was dominated by woodlands, 

and people followed a hunter-gatherer lifestyle, hunting, fishing, and gathering undomesticated 

animal and plant resources. The primary physical evidence associated with the Mesolithic is the 

presence of shell middens, temporary hut sites, and flint scatters. Hunter-gatherer populations in 

Ireland did not substantially modify their landscapes, through the construction of monuments, large 

settlements, or food production practices. Human remains from this period are rare, there is evidence 

that human remains were deposited in Killuragh Cave, Co. Limerick between 7000-6500 BCE, and 

4600-4200 BCE. At Hermitage, Co Limerick, between two and three individuals were cremated and 

buried in pits with Mesolithic artefacts. These cremations were dated to the early Mesolithic – 7530 – 

7030 BCE (Little et al. 2017, 224). A review of plant and animal remains recovered from Mesolithic 

sites across the country, indicates that Mesolithic people introduced the domesticated dog and the 

undomesticated boar to the island. This review also found some evidence to suggest hunter gatherers 

encouraged the growth of undomesticated plant resources that were useful to hunter-gatherer 

populations (Warren et al. 2014, 641). Mesolithic remains from sites at Grannagh, Mullinabro, and 

Newrath in County Kilkenny informed this review. However, there are no Mesolithic sites recorded 

near Callan.  

Neolithic Period (4000-2400 BCE) 

The Neolithic period is marked by the introduction of technologies including farming, pottery, and 

megalithic monuments into Ireland. Parts of the landscape were deforested, and domesticated plants 

and animals were introduced to the country, as were red deer. Rectangular, often plank built, houses 

are associated with the early Neolithic in Ireland, constructed from 3750 BCE onwards. In the middle 

Neolithic, these houses become less common, and settlement evidence switches to groupings of 

hearths, pits, and occupation surfaces, within stake built sub-circular structures (Smyth 2011, 5, 17). 

Settlement evidence in the late Neolithic is sparse, and evidence for domestic activity usually takes 

the form of pits with domestic waste, surface spreads, and hearth sites. Grooved Ware pottery is 
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associated with sites from the late Neolithic (ibid, 22). There are no recorded Neolithic house sites in 

the vicinity of Callan.  

The construction of megalithic monuments is characteristic of Neolithic Ireland. Other monuments, 

including stone circles and earthen henges, also date to this period. There are five types of megalithic 

monuments in Ireland, four of which date to the Neolithic. Portal tombs are megalithic monuments 

with three or more upright stones supporting a large capstone. Court tombs have segmented, 

enclosed chambers, with large stone-built forecourts, possibly to allow crowds to gather. Passage 

tombs are enclosed mounds, with a small central chamber, an elongated passage, and a megalithic 

kerb, frequently decorated with megalithic art. Passage tombs frequently have celestial alignments. 

Court, passage, and portal tombs usually contain multiple cremated or inhumed individuals, pottery, 

beads or pendants, and stone tools. Linkardstown burials are enclosed mounds, which usually contain 

a single, male, burial, sometimes with other individuals, and often containing grave goods, such as 

pottery or stone tools. The interiors of Linkardstown burials are inaccessible following construction, 

unlike all other megalithic monuments. The earliest dated megalithic monument in Ireland is a portal 

tomb in Poulnabrone, Co. Clare, construction of which began between 3825-3710 BCE (Lynch 2014, 

112). Court tombs and Linkardstown burials were a later development, with construction beginning 

from 3700-3570 BCE, and 3650-3350 BCE respectively. The earliest dates from passage tombs are from 

3946-3715 BCE (Schulting et al. 2017, 313), but the bulk of these monuments were constructed in the 

Middle Neolithic from 3600-2900 BCE (Bergh and Hensey 2013). There are examples of all four 

megalithic monuments in Co. Kilkenny. There are no megalithic monuments within the vicinity of 

Callan.  

Bronze and Iron Age (2400 BCE – 500 CE) 

The Bronze Age is marked by the advent of metalworking in Ireland, particularly bronze and gold 

working. There is a brief transitory period between the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age (2570 – 

2290 BCE) when copper working dominates (Carlin 2017, 169). Fulachtaí fia are the most typical site 

associated with Bronze Age occupation. They are cooking or bathing sites found near water sources 

evidenced by mounds of burnt stone and a sunken trough. There is a fulacht fia within the town of 

Callan, approximately 0.5km northwest of the proposed development (KK026-038----), and there is a 

cluster of four fulachtaí fia approximately 3km north of Callan (KK022-050---- to KK022-053---- 

inclusive),  

Wedge tombs, the fifth type of megalithic monument in Ireland, also date to this period. These tombs 

are wedge shaped, enclosed, segmented chambers, containing human burials and grave goods (Jones 

2013, 15). There are wedge tombs in south County Kilkenny, but none in the vicinity of Callan. Other 
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monumental sites typical of the Bronze Age are barrows, which come in a variety of forms, but typically 

include a low central earthen mound, often covering a burial. There is an unclassified barrow c.3km 

southeast of Callan (KK026-015----).  

The Iron Age in Ireland, beginning around 500 BCE, represented a period of transition with the 

introduction of iron technology. However, it is less well-documented than the Bronze Age, primarily 

due to the scarcity of durable archaeological evidence. Much of our understanding derives from later 

written sources and artifact analysis. Sites typically associated with the Iron Age include royal sites, 

such as Tara, Co. Meath, or Emain Macha, Co. Armagh, as well as prehistoric trackways, such as the 

Corlea Trackway, Co. Longford. Although Roman presence in Ireland is limited, excavation at an Iron 

Age promontory fort in north Co. Dublin, resulted in large number of Roman artefacts. There are no 

sites in the Callan area that are clearly associated with the Iron Age.  

Early Medieval Period (500-1169 CE) 

During the early medieval period (5th–12th centuries CE), the area of Callan lay within the Gaelic 

kingdom of Úi Gloirne (anglicised as O’Gloherny’s) and was held by the Uí Gloirne and Ua Caollaidhe 

Gaelic dynasties. Settlement in this era was predominantly rural: the Irish landscape was dotted with 

ringforts (circular earthwork farmsteads) and related enclosures, but there are relatively few in the 

Callan landscape. The closest ringfort (KK022-024----) is approximately 3km north-northeast of Callan.  

Christianity had taken root in the area by this time, leaving its mark on the landscape. Holy wells and 

ecclesiastical sites in the area attest to early Christian devotion. In Callan, there is a holy well (KK026-

010018) named St Augustine’s well, today located within the grounds of a 15th century Augustinian 

Friary (see discussion below). There are three other holy wells within a 3km radius of St. Augustine’s 

Well (KK026-014----, KK026-011----, and KK022-070004). Such religious landmarks illustrate an early 

medieval ecclesiastical presence in the Callan region. 

Late Medieval Period (1170-1550 CE) 

The town of Callan originated as a settlement around a fording point on the Kings River. Following the 

Anglo-Norman Invasion (1169 CE) of the southeast of Ireland, Anglo-Norman requirements for 

logistical transport of troops and supplies resulted in a focus on consolidating strategic points including 

land bridges and fording points across rivers and bogs. In the first decade of the 13th century, Callan 

formed part of a manorial centre established by William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke. The centre of 

Callan manor was the demesne on the north side of the river where Marshall established a large motte 

and bailey castle (KK026-010009) at Westcourt Demesne, following a grant of a charter for borough 
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status. Marshall is also credited with establishing St. Mary’s Church (National Monument No 455, RMP 

KK026-010012) and graveyard (RMP KK026-010031) on Green Street, Callan. 

Manorial Callan followed the feudal system, which saw lords and nobles owning land and granting 

plots to subordinates in return for service, labour, and military responsibilities. The manorial centre at 

Callan was established at the motte and bailey castle (RMP KK026-010009), and this may have also 

acted as a court, to deal with legal disputes amongst the burgesses (Clutterbuck et al. 2006).  

Like much of Anglo-Norman controlled Leinster, Callan experienced significant growth during the 13th 

century. Although there is no foundation date for the establishment of the town defences (KK026-

010007) in Callan, it is likely that they were constructed during the 13th century. The first surviving 

reference to the town defences of Callan is a murage charter that dates to 1403 (Barry 1987, 108).  

When William Marshall died in 1219, his holdings were divided amongst his daughters, and Callan was 

passed to his daughter Isabella. Isabella Marshall’s son, Richard de Clare, Earl of Gloucester and 

Hertford, would later inherit Callan.  

Callan remained in the control of the descendants of Marshall until the end of the 14th century, when 

the Butlers of Ormonde took control of the area (Empey 1990, 84). The tumultuous events of the 14th 

century including the Bruce Invasion of 1315-18, and the Black Death of 1348, would have significantly 

negatively impacted on the rate of growth of Callan and its population. Although no census 

information survives for Callan from the 14th century, it is likely the town had a population of circa 

1000, comprising burgesses, cottiers, servants, and the religious members, with Anglo-Irish and Gaelic 

Irish inhabitants (Bradley 1985, 421-2).  

The 15th century saw the construction of the Augustinian Friary at Callan (National Monument No: 

475, KK026-010016) which was constructed in the late 1460’s, probably by James Butler, son of 

Edmund Butler. In 1461 Edmund Butler had been granted permission by Pope Pius II to construct a 

new Friary at Callan, but following Edmund’s death in a battle in 1462, his son James likely constructed 

the abbey. In 1472, the Observant reform was introduced, and the friary at Callan came under the 

direct control of the prior general. In 1479, the friary became the centre for the Irish Observant 

Congregation, and this position continued, until the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1540.  

At the time of the Dissolution, the friary’s prior was William O’Fogarty and the friary was described in 

the disclosure to the crown as comprising a three-acre monastery including, ‘a church and belfry, 

dormitory, hall, three chambers, kitchen etc., with gardens and closes, all ruinous and not valued, 

while three messuages, one with a bakehouse, two gardens and an acre of meadow’ (Gwynn and 

Hadcock 1988, 297). The Augustinians returned to Callan in 1661 following the restoration of Charles 
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II and re-established the friary. A new monastery was constructed south of the Kings River in Callan in 

the second half of the 18th century. The extant Augustinian Friary at Callan (National Monument No 

475, RMP KK026-010016) comprises a late medieval nave and chancel building, with crossing-tower.  

The Butlers continued to invest in Callan during the 15th and 16th centuries. During these centuries 

several tower-house castles and fortified houses were constructed in Callan. In urban areas tower-

houses and fortified houses were favoured fortified settlement forms by rich merchants, and Skerry’s 

Castle on West Street is one such dwelling (KK026-010008-). Another tower-house (KK026-010005) 

was situated at the junction of Green Street and Mill Street, beside the graveyard of St. Mary’s Church. 

Post-Medieval Period 1550-1900 AD  

Like much of Kilkenny, Callan suffered the effects of the Cromwellian conquest in Ireland (1649-53). 

Although Callan under the governorship of Sir Robert Talbot of Carton, held out against Cromwell’s 

troops, the town was eventually taken by Cromwell’s forces in 1650, with the fall of Skerry’s Castle 

(KK026-010008-) marking Cromwell’s victory.   

The mid-17th century Civil Survey and associated Down Survey maps of the Barony of Callan, compiled 

in 1656-8, details 166 properties over five streets on both sides of the King’s River, forming Callyn 

Towne (Manning, 1998, 50). The Down Survey map depicts a linear settlement on the southside of the 

King’s River. This streetscape would roughly match with modern-day West Street and Mill Street. The 

bridge over the King’s River and the Augustinian Friary are shown, as are all five castles/gatehouses in 

the town defences. 

 

Figure 4: Extract from the Down Survey Barony map of Kells, 1656-8 
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Although a small settlement is depicted north of the King’s River on the Down Survey parish map of 

Callan, the census of Ireland of 1659 indicates that a significant settlement was present. This census 

gives the population of Callan North as 422, comprising 339 English (Protestant) and 83 Irish (Catholic). 

Unfortunately, no figure survives for the population of Callan South townland. The Earl of Ormond is 

listed as the owner of both Callan North and Callan South townlands.  

Almost thirty years later, Thomas Stuish’s map of 1681, details the then Earl of Ormond Piers Butler’s 

property ownership in Callan (Figure 5). The map was the first to indicate the town defences, with a 

‘Strong Castle’ and ‘Gate’ at the east end of the town, a ‘South gate,’ ‘West gate’ and ‘Midle Gate,’ the 

latter along West Street. Green Street is present on this map.  

 

 

Figure 5: Annotated map of Richard Frizell's 1756 copy of Thomas Stuish 1681 map of Callan 

The religious survey of 1731 records the population of the parish of Callan as 1371 comprising 210 

Protestants and 1151 Catholics and others (Tighe 1801,457). The population in the parish of Callan 

grew to 3492 by 1800 (ibid, 460), however the town suffered from some decline. The town of Callan 

had 530 houses and a population of 2229, and Tighe notes that, although the town had a distillery, it 

had no trade or manufacturing (ibid, 464).  

Historic OS maps show a distinct continuity of the town’s-built fabric over the last one hundred years. 

The first edition 6 inch to a mile scale map of the area dates to 1839-42 (see Figure 6). This map depicts 

Green Street roughly as it appears today. The 25-inch edition dating to 1908 (see Figure 7) shows no 

significant change in the street layout. 
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Figure 6: 6" first edition map (1839-42). After Historic Environment Viewer, Tailte Éireann (2026) 

 

Figure 7: 25-inch (1908) map of Callan. After Historic Environment Viewer, Tailte Éireann (2026).  

In summary, the archaeological, historical and cartographic sources indicate that the proposed 

development sites have retained their use as part of a thoroughfare through Callan town since at least 
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the late medieval period. The road has, of course, been modified and developed over the centuries. it 

should be noted that it is not known if the southern boundary of the graveyard of St. Mary’s has always 

been situated at its current location. with the identification of human burials (see Licence 98E0512 

below), on Green Street, to the west of St Mary’s Church. This indicates the potential for disturbing 

subterranean archaeology.  

4.3 Summary of Previous Fieldwork in the Study Area 

Reference to Summary Accounts of Archaeological Excavations in Ireland (www.excavations.ie) 

revealed that forty archaeological investigations took place within the townlands containing and 

surrounding the proposed development site. Of these, seventeen uncovered archaeological material:  

Site Name: CALLAN SOUTH: Mill Street 

Licence No.: 25E0573 

Author: Alan Hawkes, Gregory Archaeology 

Results: Excavation in advance of a housing development uncovered two linear ditches, both 

containing sherds of Leinster Cooking Ware vessels, retrieved from the basal levels. Two pits with 

similar deposits were also found. Lime kilns overlaid both ditches, one of which had medieval pottery 

within the wall structure, suggesting an early date. The remaining features were post medieval/early 

modern drains and furrows, as well as a length of cobbled surface in the northwest of the site.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN NORTH: Flaggy Lane 

Licence No.: 24E04557 

Author: Marion Sutton and Seán Shanahan, Shanarc Archaeology Ltd 

Results: Test trenching uncovered a series of structural deposits, likely associated with either Callan 

Lodge, or school buildings, associated with the Sisters of Mercy who operated on the site from 1872 

onwards. The remains included lime mortared limestone and red brick walls, as well as cobbled 

surfaces.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN, Mill St.  

Licence No.: 24E0280 

http://www.excavations.ie/
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Author: Colm Flynn.  

Results: As part of the planning for a new housing project at Mill St, the applicant carried out 

archaeological test trenching. This test trenching identified evidence of a medieval ditch, probably a 

burgage plot, which was at a right angle to Mill St. Some 14th century pottery was recovered from the 

fills of the ditch. Following discussions with the client, the ditch was preserved in situ, and the project 

was postponed.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN: West Lane/Chapel Lane 

Licence No.: 12E0287 

Author: Antoine Giacometti, Archaeology Plan 

Results: Two phases of use were uncovere. The earlier phase dated to the 13th and 14th centuries, and 

represented medieval properties and burgage plots, with two large medieval pots, containing locally 

made pottery, a wooden barrel, and animal bone. The later phase dated to the 18th century and was 

a later version of the same burgage structures.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN: West Street/Chapel Lane 

Licence No.: 11E0234 

Author: Antoine Giacometti, Archaeology Plan 

Results: Testing uncovered a medieval cess pit, containing animal bone, charcoal, and medieval 

pottery, dating to the 12th-14th centuries.  

 

Site Name: BOLTON/CALLAN 

Licence No.: 06E0961 

Author: Patrick J.H. Neary  

Results: A cluster of four pits were uncovered during monitoring prior to a housing development. 

These pits contained 12th-13th century pottery sherds.  
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Site Name: CALLAN: Mill St 

Licence No.: 04E1518 

Author: Cóilín Ó Drisceoil, Kilkenny Archaeology 

Results: Testing found the buried remains of a medieval property boundary ditch, and a contemporary 

cobbled laneway.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN: Mill St  

Licence No.: 04E01518 

Author: Mary Henry.  

Results: Kilkenny County Council requested an assessment of a proposed health centre and residential 

development at Mill Street, Callan. The proposed development area lies within the historic town of 

Callan and is situated between the suggested line of the southern town defences and Mill Street, 

which is a thoroughfare of medieval origin that extended to the East Gate of the town walls. Testing 

uncovered the buried remains of a medieval property boundary ditch that is situated at right angles 

to Mill Street. In addition, what may be a contemporary cobbled laneway was recorded. Both areas of 

archaeological potential would have been impacted upon by the proposed development and, 

accordingly, the site layout was revised to avoid them. 

 

Site Name: CALLAN: Mill Lane/Lower Bridge Street 

Licence No.: 02E1550 

Author: Sheila Lane 

Results: Testing within the Zone of Archaeological Potential of the historical town of Callan. Two 

trenches were opened, containing loose rubble from the 19th century. 

 

Site Name; CLASHACOLLARE 

Licence No.: 02E0950 ext.  

Author: Jacinta Kiely, Eachtra Archaeological Projects.  
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Results: Excavation north of Callan, found a series of pits, hearths, and a metalled surface. No evidence 

for a structure was found, and the site was interpreted as an outdoor work area.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN: Fair Green Lane  

Licence No.: 01E0014, 

Author: Ruth Elliot and Ben Murtagh. 

Results: Archaeological monitoring associated with the development of a 19 unit housing project at 

Fair Green Lane, identified evidence of the town defences of Callan (RMP KK026-010007). Although 

no diagnostic artefacts were found, the archaeology was interpreted as dating to 14-15th century. 

 

Site Name: CALLAN: West Street 

Licence No.: 99E0232 

Author: Dave Pollock 

Results: Excavation on the site of a derelict building, likely erected in the early 19th century to replace 

a workshop or smithy with a clay floor, from the 18th century. A mortared stone wall was present 

beneath the workshop floor and was a 17th or early 18th century roadside boundary.  

 

Site Name: TINNAMOONA: Chapel Lane 

Licence No.: 99E0232 

Author: Jo Moran, Archaeografix 

Results: Four trenches were opened in advance of a housing estate. Two boundary walls were 

recorded, and two ditches were recovered. One had no bank upcast and was likely to be a field or road 

drain. The other had an upcast bank but was not excavated at the time. A large hollow with a burnt 

clay edge was also recorded, likely associated with quarrying and industrial activity. 

 

Site Name: TINNAMOONA: Chapel Lane 

Licence No.: 99E0232 ext.  
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Author: Jo Moran, Archaeografix 

Results: Monitoring, testing and limited excavation of a development. Three kilns were found, along 

with spreads of burnt clay and dump deposits, possibly infilling quarry holes. Finds from this area 

dated to the 17th, 18th, and 19th century. There were no finds directly associated with the kiln. A ditch 

running at right angles to the present east boundary wall was also recorded and was on the line of the 

inner town defences. The upper fill had finds dating to the 18th/19th century, likely associated with the 

boundary wall, putting its construction at this time.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN: Mill Street 

Licence No.: 99E0053 

Author: Jacinta Kiely, Eachtra Archaeological Projects 

Results: Test trenching was carried out, finding a mixed layer of rubble on a horizon of brown and 

yellow clays. No archaeological finds were reported.  

 

Site Name: CALLAN: Green St./Mill St  

Licence No:. 98E0512 

Author: Sheila Lane  

Results: The site comprises a yard to the rear of a small hotel that adjoins the graveyard and medieval 

church of St Mary’s. One test-trench was opened to a depth of 300mm in the yard close to the 

graveyard. Some disarticulated and broken human bones were found. The trench was closed, and the 

developer was advised that no further disturbance should take place in that area. Following this, 

foundation trenches for an extension to the building were monitored. Some broken human bones 

were recovered in the trenches and were reinterred in the south-east corner of the development site. 

 

Site Name: CALLAN: West Street 

Licence No.: 980280 

Author: Jo Moran 
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Results: During test excavations, a late 17th century wall overlying earlier deposts was uncovered. 

Subsequent excavation recorded a number of walls, two of which date to the late 17th/early 18th 

century, possibly contemporary with the boundary wall between the site and Skerry’s Castle. A clay 

bonded wall was also found, pre-dating the site boundary wall. Other remains included garden soils, 

and garden features from the late 17th/early 18th century.  

 

4.4 Toponomy 

Town: Callan - Irish: Callainn 

Townland: Callan South- Irish: Callain Theas 

Street: Green Street - Irish: Sráid na Faiche 

4.5 Topographical Files  

The Topographical (Topo) Files of the National Museum of Ireland contains information on known 

archaeological artefacts that have been found in Ireland outside of archaeological contexts. The Topo 

Files contains the following entry for Callan South townland. 

Table 2: Topographical Files for Callan, Co. Kilkenny 

Register 

Number 

Simple Name Material Find Place Townland County Habitat 

SA1898:130.1 Architectural 

fragment 

Wood St. Mary's parish 

church 

CALLAN 

SOUTH 

KILKENNY D6:17 
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5.1 Site Inspection 

An inspection of the location of the proposed bus stops on Green Street, Callan, Co. Kilkenny, was 

undertaken by Colm Flynn for Horizon Archaeology on Thursday 18 June 2026. The weather was 

bright, dry, with good visibility. The site was accessed by foot, walking south from Mill Street along 

Green Street.   

The southbound development site is currently in use as parking spaces and a bus stop outside some 

commercial buildings. The buildings that this bus stop will be directly in front of are not architecturally 

or archaeologically significant.  

The northbound development site is currently in use a bus stop. It is outside the Church of the 

Assumption (KK026-010033-; NIAH: 12314010), which is both an archaeological site, and a regionally 

significant site of architectural heritage. The fencing, gates, and railing of this site (NIAH: 12314064), 

as well as the steps leading up to it (NIAH: 12314011) are also designated as regionally significant 

architectural heritage. It should be noted that the proposed bus stop will be directly adjacent to the 

fencing, gates, and railing of the Church of the Assumption, which are architecturally significant (NIAH: 

12314064).  

  
Plate 1 Showing location of proposed south bus stop, Green St, Callan. Plate 2 Showing location of proposed north bus stop, Green St, 

Callan. 

There are other archaeological sites, architectural heritage sites, and protected structures on Green 

Street, Callan (see Section 2.1), however, none are likely to be impacted by the proposed 

development. The proposed bus stops will not directly impact any known archaeological sites. 

However, both bus stops are located within archaeologically rich areas, and within the zone of 

notification for the historic town of Callan, as well as the Callan ACA. No new archaeological, 

architectural heritage, or cultural heritage assets were identified during this site visit.  
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6.1 Archaeological Impact Assessment 

The proposed development comprises the modification of the pre-existing roadway and footpath in 

two locations on Green Street. While this modification will not significantly change the land use in 

these areas, given the archaeologically sensitive nature of both locations, these works have the 

potential to impact the archaeological and architectural heritage of Callan.  

The sites lie within the Zone of Archaeological Constraints for the historic town of Callan (KK026-010-

---), and within the Callan ACA. The location of the northbound stop, on the western side of the R692, 

is also directly adjacent to sites of architectural heritage (NIAH: 12314064 and 12314011).  

No recorded monuments lie within the application sites, however, there are sixty-two recorded 

archaeological monuments within the 200m study area, including the historic town, town defences, 

St Mary’s Church and graveyard, the Church of the Assumption, three tower houses, and a market 

cross (see Table 1 for more details). In addition, previous archaeological investigations in the wider 

vicinity have demonstrated that while extensive areas have been disturbed by post-medieval and 

modern activity, medieval and post-medieval deposits do survive locally, often at relatively shallow 

depth.  

Archaeological projects within the historic town of Callan, have recorded human remains, cobbled 

surfaces, walls, garden soils, boundary features, cesspits, and residual medieval material. The historic 

cartographic evidence indicates that Green Street was first constructed in the medieval period, within 

the medieval walled circuit, and has been consistently used since then. An excavation close to St 

Mary’s Church also indicated that the graveyard extends beyond the modern boundary. The possibility 

of residual or displaced medieval material cannot be discounted.  

The archaeological potential within the site comprises: 

• metalled surfaces or cobbles, associated with the medieval streetscape of Callan; 

• drainage or water-management features associated with the medieval or post medieval 

streetscape of Callan 

• wall foundations, or other structural remains associated with the medieval town of Callan, or 

post medieval extension 

• residual medieval artefacts or disturbed deposits deriving from urban activity. 
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6.2 Potential Direct Impacts 

The principal potential direct impacts of the bus stop developments will arise from any intrusive 

groundworks associated with the proposed modification of the footpath, road, and street surfaces. 

These may include excavation for drainage works, excavation for floor slabs, and any disturbance 

associated with upgrading the roadway and footpaths. 

Such works have the potential to result in: 

• the partial or complete removal of any surviving archaeological deposits or features within 

the footprint of the extension; 

• disturbance of made ground and demolition rubble deposits that may contain artefactual 

material of archaeological interest; 

• localised impacts on any previously unrecorded features associated with the historic street 

pattern. 

Given the modest scale of the development, any such impact is likely to be localised. However, where 

archaeological deposits survive, even small-scale excavations can result in a permanent and 

irreversible negative impact through the destruction of stratified deposits and their context. 

Based upon the results of the site inspection and desk-based survey, the proposed development 

presents a low degree of risk of impacting on any subterranean unrecorded archaeology within the 

development site. Archaeological mitigation measures as outlined below, are recommended to 

ameliorate the risk of impact. 

7.1 Conclusions and Recommendations 

Conclusions 

The proposed developments are located within the medieval core of the historic town of Thomastown. 

While neither development site directly impacts any recorded monument, or other architecturally or 

culturally significant site, there is potential for previously unrecorded subsurface remains.  The 

principal risk arises from ground disturbance associated with construction works. These impacts are 

localised in extent but would be permanent in the absence of mitigation. 
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Recommendations 

• Archaeological Monitoring - All ground disturbance works associated with the development 

should be subject to archaeological monitoring by a suitably qualified archaeologist under 

licence to the National Monuments Service. 

• Procedure for Archaeological Discoveries - In the event that archaeological material is 

identified, works should cease in the affected area and the National Monuments Service 

should be notified. Further mitigation, including preservation in situ or excavation, should be 

undertaken as required. 
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