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ABSTRACT 
This report evaluates the archaeological 

impacts associated with the proposed 

development of two bus stops on Market 

Street and Low Street, Thomastown, Co. 

Kilkenny. Mitigation measures are 

provided to avoid, reduce, or offset 

potential adverse impacts. 
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1.1 Introduction 
This Archaeological Impact Assessment Report (AIAR) was commissioned by Kilkenny County Council, 

and prepared by Horizon Archaeology Ltd, in support of the proposed development of two bus stops 

on Low Street and Market Street, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny.  

The principal objectives of this assessment are to evaluate, insofar as is reasonably possible from 

existing records and site-specific information, the likely effects of the proposed development on the 

historic environment, with regard to direct and indirect construction-related impacts on recorded and 

unrecorded archaeological heritage features. This is in line with Kilkenny County Council’s stated aim 

to “seek the protection and sustainable management of the arts, culture, and heritage of Kilkenny for 

the benefit of current and future generations” (Kilkenny County Council 2021, 124). 

Low Street and Market Street, along with Pipe Street and the Quays, form the core of the Thomastown 

Town Centre Architectural Conservation Area (ACA), which protects the medieval streetscape and 

architecture of Thomastown Town Centre. Both application sites are within this ACA, and within the 

zone of archaeological constraints for the historic town of Thomastown (KK028-040----). There are five 

known archaeological sites on Low Street, and two on Market Street. Additionally, there are fifteen 

buildings on Low Street which are listed as regionally significant on the National Inventory of 

Architectural Heritage (NIAH), and ten on Market Street with the same designation (see Section 4.1 

for more detail). Market Street is immediately south of St. Mary’s Church (KK028-040001), which is a 

National Monument (No.191). Within the church grounds there are three other known archaeological 

sites – a graveyard (KK028-040024), a grave slab (KK028-040021), and a high cross (KK028-040002).  

The proposed development would involve the modification of the exiting roadway and footpath in 

both locations; however, it would not significantly change the current use of either location. There are 

currently bus stops on both streets, on Market Street, the bus stop will remain in the same location, 

and in Low Street, it will be moved approximately 20m northeast, back from the junction with Market 

Street.  

This report details the location of each application site, and the proposed developments in each area 

in more detail in Sections 2.1 and 3.1 respectively, before outlining the archaeological background of 

the area in Section 4.1. A site inspection was conducted, and the results are described in Section 5.1. 

The potential impact upon the archaeological heritage is outlined in Section 6.1, and mitigation 

measures designed to avoid, reduce, and offset any adverse impacts upon archaeological assets are 

included in Section 7.1.  
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The Archaeological Impact Assessment concludes that the proposed developments will not directly 

impact on any known archaeology. The development will take place in archaeologically sensitive 

location(s), with significant known above ground archaeological resources in the receiving 

environment. The receiving ground has been subject to previous ground disturbance works for existing 

infrastructure and services. The works will see localised ground disturbances. The development 

presents a low degree of risk of impacting on any unknown subterranean archaeology within the 

development area. Construction stage archaeological monitoring of ground disturbance works is 

recommended to ameliorate the risk of impacting on any subterranean archaeology. 

1.2 Methodology 
Two phases of research were undertaken to complete this assessment. The first phase included a 

thorough desk-based survey of archaeological, historical, and cartographic sources. This was followed 

by a site inspection, which assessed the potential impact of the proposed developments upon any 

cultural heritage assets that were not evident from the desk-based sources.  

The study area comprised a 200m radius around both the proposed bus stops sites. Any archaeological 

or architectural heritage within those radii was evaluated via both the desk-based survey and the site 

inspection. Following this research, an impact assessment and mitigation strategy was prepared. The 

impact assessment (Section 6.1) outlines any potential adverse impacts that the proposed 

development may have on the known resources, while the mitigation strategy (Section 7.1) describes 

how to avoid, reduce, or offset any such adverse impacts.  

Desk-based survey 

The desk-based survey comprised consulting with a variety of sources, all listed below, and creating a 

list of sites and areas of archaeological, architectural, and cultural significance.  

• Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for Co. Kilkenny  

• Record of Protected Structures (RPS) for Co. Kilkenny 

• Cartographic and documentary sources relating to the study area 

• Thomastown Local Area Plan (LAP) 

• Kilkenny County Development Plan 

• National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH).  

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a list of archaeological sites known to National Monuments 

Service. Back-up files of the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) provide details of documentary 

sources and field inspections where these have taken place.  

The Record of Protected Structures (RPS) includes all known structures within the county of Kilkenny 

that are of architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, social, scientific or technical 
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importance. By inclusion in the RPS these structures are afforded legal protection under the Planning 

and Development Act 2000. The RPS for Co. Kilkenny is maintained by Kilkenny County Council and is 

available at the following address: 

https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/services/planning/conservation/record-of-protected-structures/ 

Cartographic sources are important in tracing land use development within an area of land take, as 

well as providing topographical information on sites and areas of archaeological potential. 

Cartographic analysis of relevant maps has been made to identify any topographical anomalies that 

may no longer remain within the landscape. Documentary sources were consulted to gain background 

information on the historical and archaeological landscape of the proposed development area. 

Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021-2027 contains objectives on the preservation and 

management of cultural heritage. It was consulted to obtain information on sites within the proposed 

development area and the 200m radius study area. 

Thomastown Local Area Plan 2019 outlines the strategy for the proper planning and development of 

Thomastown. It addresses the need to protect local heritage assets, primarily through the 

identification and protection of Architectural Conservation Areas, and Zones of Archaeological 

Potential.     

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established under the Architectural Heritage 

(National Inventory) and Historic Monuments Provision Act (1999) and is managed by the National 

Built Heritage Service (NBHS), Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH). The 

work of NIAH involves identifying and recording on a non-statutory basis the architectural heritage of 

Ireland from 1700 to the present day. 

There is no specific legislation in Ireland to protect cultural heritage assets. In terms of development 

impact appraisals, cultural heritage is often defined as comprising tangible and intangible resources 

such as memorials, customs and practices, folklore, traditions, language, and knowledge. Ireland’s 

National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage provides official state recognition of cultural 

heritage resources (https://nationalinventoryich.tcagsm.gov.ie/national-inventory/ ). There are no 

known Cultural Heritage Assets within the development area. 

  

https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/services/planning/conservation/record-of-protected-structures/
https://nationalinventoryich.tcagsm.gov.ie/national-inventory/
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2.1 Location 
The proposed development sites are both on the R448, which runs northeast-southwest on Low 

Street, turning 90 degrees to run northwest-southeast on Market Street. On Low Street, the 

application site is on the southern side of the R448, approximately 20m northeast of the current bus 

stop, and opposite residential properties. This location is directly across the street from two 

architectural heritage site (NIAH: 12317078 and 12317096), and approximately 10m northeast of 

another architectural site (NIAH: 12317073), which is attached to the fortified house, Brady’s Castle 

(KK028-040005). It is southwest of four further architectural sites (NIAH: 12317074 – 12317077). Of 

these structures listed on the NIAH database, two are also protected structures (NIAH: 12317075 is 

equivalent to RPS: C624; NIAH: 12317077 is equivalent to RPS: C863) While the proposed development 

does not directly impact any of these structures, it is clearly located within an archaeologically and 

architecturally rich area.   

The second proposed bus stop is located on the western side of the R448 on Market Street, at the 

junction with Pipe Street (R700) and Station Road, opposite three commercial properties, which are 

architectural heritage sites (NIAH: 12317016, 12317017, and 12317018), and across the street from 

another (NIAH: 12317064). All of these buildings are also protected structures (C223, C579, C222, and 

C619 respectively). It is 10m southeast of the boundary wall of St Mary’s Church, described above 

(KK028-040001), and 40m northwest of another archaeological site – an armorial plaque (KK028-

040019). Within the grounds of St Mary’s Church, there are other archaeological sites, listed in Section 

4.1 (see Table 1).  

Both streets form part of the main thoroughfare through Thomastown, and are home to other 

culturally significant buildings, described in Section 4.1. The River Nore flows through Thomastown 

c.40m to the south of the junction between these two streets, and the bridge (NIAH: 12317011) leads 

directly on to both streets.   
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Figure 1: Map showing location of Market and Low Street, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny. After Historic Environment Viewer, 
Tailte Eireann 2026. 
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3.1 Development 
The proposed developments comprise the modification of the footpath, drainage system, and signage 

in both locations. On Low Street, the bus stop will be moved approximately 20m back from its current 

location at the junction with Market Street, towards the northeast. On Market Street, the bus stop 

will remain in its current location, at the junction with Station Road, directly south of St Mary’s Church 

(KK028-040001). In both locations, the developments will involve the extension of the existing 

footpath, the modification of the existing drainage system to facilitate this change, the removal of pre-

existing signage, and the erection of new signage on the footpath extensions. There will not be a 

significant change in the land use of either location. 

 

Figure 2: Proposed development on Market Street. Kilkenny County Council, 2026 
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Figure 3: Proposed development site on Low Street, Thomastown. Kilkenny County Council, 2026 

The proposed development will not involve significant changes form the current use of the land in 

either location, however, the necessary construction works will be invasive and could impact on sub-

surface archaeology.   

The likely archaeological and architectural heritage implications of the development are assessed in 

detail in Sections 4.1 to 7.1 of this report, with appropriate mitigation measures set out where 

required. 
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4.1 Site Background 
County Kilkenny is the 16th largest county in Ireland, and the 3rd largest county in Leinster, measuring 

2061 km2
. The topography comprises a low-lying central basin, with higher ground in the north and 

south of the county. Brandon Hill is the highest peak in County Kilkenny, and is found in the southwest 

of the county, close to the border with Counties and Kilkenny. The geology is dominated by 

sedimentary rocks – primarily limestone and sandstones. There are some granite plutons in the 

southeast of the county, which has metamorphosed the surrounding bedrock, resulting in schists, 

phyllites, and other sedimentary rocks. Coal is present in the Castlecomer Plateau, in the north of the 

county. Kilkenny has three major river courses – the Nore River bisects the county, the Barrow River 

forms the border with Carlow to the east, and the Suir River forms the border with Tipperary to the 

west. Thomastown is located on the River Nore, on sedimentary sandstones, shales, mudstones and 

limestones.  

The following section presents a summary of the principal periods within the Irish archaeological 

record, with reference to recorded monuments and heritage assets located within the defined 200m 

study area of the proposed development. The chronological framework employed follows the 

Guidelines for Authors of Reports on Archaeological Excavations as published by the National 

Monuments Service. 

The proposed developments on both Low Street and Market Street Thomastown, County Kilkenny, 

are located within the Zone of Archaeological Potential for the historic town of Thomastown (KK028-

040----). They are also within the Thomastown Town Centre Architectural Conservation Area. Aside 

from the significant amount of evidence for human occupation during the medieval period, there is 

evidence from the surrounding landscapes that the area was inhabited since prehistory. All known 

archaeological sites within 200m of either or both locations are described in Table 1.  

Table 1: List of known archaeological sites within 200m of Low Street and Market Street, Thomastown 

SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM Location 

KK028-040---- Historic town BURRELLSPARK, CLOGHABRODY 

GRENNAN, NEWTOWN (Gowran 

By., Thomastown ED), 

THOMASTOWN 

658451, 641895 Contains both 

Market Street 

and Low Street 

KK028-

040001- 

Church THOMASTOWN 658401, 

641989 

St Mary’s 

Church, 

northeast of 
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SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM Location 

Market Street, 

at junction 

with Pipe 

Street and 

Station Road 

KK028-

040002- 

Cross - High 

cross 

THOMASTOWN 658404, 

641968 

Within grounds 

of St. Mary’s 

Church 

KK028-
040003- 

Tomb - effigial THOMASTOWN 658308, 
641934 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040005- 

House - 
fortified house 

THOMASTOWN 658501, 
641881 

On Low Street 

KK028-
040006- 

Architectural 
fragment 

THOMASTOWN 658504, 
641,867 

On Low Street 

KK028-
040007- 

Architectural 
fragment 

THOMASTOWN 658504, 
641,867 

On Low Street 

KK028-
040008- 

Font THOMASTOWN 658504, 
641,867 

On Low Street 

KK028-
040009- 

Cross THOMASTOWN 658504, 
641,867 

On Low Street 

KK028-
040010- 

House – 
fortified house 

THOMASTOWN 658472, 
641,780 

Southwest of 
Low Street and 
Market Street, 
north of Nore.  

KK028-
040011- 

Town 
defences 

THOMASTOWN 658308, 
641934 

Northwest of 
Market Street 

KK028-
040012- 

House - 
16th/17th 
century 

NEWTOWN (Gowran By., 
Thomastown ED) 

658222, 
642223 

On St Lady’s 
Well Street, 
northwest of 
Market Street 

KK028-
040013- 

Architectural 
fragment 

NEWTOWN (Gowran By., 
Thomastown ED) 

658308, 
642067 

On St Lady’s 
Well Street, 
northwest of 
Market Street 

KK028-
040014- 

Burial NEWTOWN (Gowran By., 
Thomastown ED) 

658323, 
642035 

On St Lady’s 
Well Street, 
northwest of 
Market Street 

KK028-
040015- 

Road – 
road/trackway 

GRENAN, THOMASTOWN 658427, 
641822 

On Market 
Street 

KK028-
040016- 

Bridge GRENAN, THOMASTOWN 658505, 
641789 

Southwest of 
Low and 
Market Street, 
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SMR No. MONUMENT 

CLASS 

TOWNLAND ITM Location 

crossing River 
Nore 

KK028-
040018- 

Cross – 
Market cross 

THOMASTOWN 658451, 
641896 

On Market 
Street 

KK028-
040019- 

Armorial 
plaque 
(present 
location) 

THOMASTOWN 658430, 
641906 

On Market 
Street 

KK028-
040021- 

Graveyard THOMASTOWN 658404, 
641968 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040023- 

Graveslab THOMASTOWN 658401, 
641989 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040024- 

Graveslab THOMASTOWN 658401, 
641989 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040025- 

Graveslab THOMASTOWN 658323, 
642035 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040026- 

Graveslab THOMASTOWN 658401, 
641989 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040027- 

Graveslab THOMASTOWN 658401, 
641989 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

KK028-
040028- 

Graveslab THOMASTOWN 658401, 
641989 

Within grounds 
of St. Mary’s 
Church 

4.2 Archaeological and Historical Background 
Early prehistory – Palaeolithic and Mesolithic Periods (12800 – 4000 BCE) 

The earliest evidence for human habitation in Ireland was found in the Alice and Gwendoline Cave, 

Co. Clare. A bear patella with tool marks was found, suggesting that humans were present in Ireland 

during the Palaeolithic, between 12800-12600 BCE (Dowd and Carden, 2016, 161).  

The majority of evidence for early human occupation of Ireland, however, dates to the Mesolithic 

period, between 8000-4000 BCE. During the Mesolithic, the country was dominated by woodlands, 

and people followed a hunter-gatherer lifestyle, hunting, fishing, and gathering undomesticated 

animal and plant resources. The primary physical evidence associated with the Mesolithic is the 

presence of shell middens, temporary hut sites, and flint scatters. Hunter-gatherer populations in 

Ireland did not substantially modify their landscapes, through the construction of monuments, large 

settlements, or food production practices. Human remains from this period are rare, there is evidence 
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that human remains were deposited in Killuragh Cave, Co. Limerick between 7000-6500 BCE, and 

4600-4200 BCE. At Hermitage, Co Limerick, between two and three individuals were cremated and 

buried in pits with Mesolithic artefacts. These cremations were dated to the early Mesolithic – 7530 – 

7030 BCE (Little et al. 2017, 224). A review of plant and animal remains recovered from Mesolithic 

sites across the country, indicates that Mesolithic people introduced the domesticated dog and the 

undomesticated boar to the island. There is also some evidence to suggest they encouraged the 

growth of undomesticated plant resources that were useful to hunter-gatherer populations (Warren 

et al. 2014, 641). Mesolithic remains from sites at Grannagh, Mullinabro, and Newrath in County 

Kilkenny informed this review. However, there are no Mesolithic sites recorded near Thomastown.  

Neolithic Period (4000-2400 BCE) 

The Neolithic period is marked by the introduction of technologies including farming, pottery, and 

megalithic monuments into Ireland. Parts of the landscape were deforested, and domesticated plants 

and animals were introduced to the country, as were red deer. Rectangular, often plank built, houses 

are associated with the early Neolithic in Ireland, constructed from 3750 BCE onwards. In the middle 

Neolithic, these houses become less common, and settlement evidence switches to groupings of 

hearths, pits, and occupation surfaces, within stake built sub-circular structures (Smyth 2011, 5, 17). 

Settlement evidence in the late Neolithic is sparse, and evidence for domestic activity usually takes 

the form of pits with domestic waste, surface spreads, and hearth sites. Grooved Ware pottery is 

associated with sites from the late Neolithic (ibid, 22). There are no recorded Neolithic house sites in 

the vicinity of Thomastown.  

The construction of megalithic monuments is characteristic of Neolithic Ireland. Other monuments, 

including stone circles and earthen henges, also date to this period. There are five types of megalithic 

monuments in Ireland, four of which date to the Neolithic. Portal tombs are megalithic monuments 

with three or more upright stones supporting a large capstone. Court tombs have segmented, 

enclosed chambers, with large stone-built forecourts, possibly to allow crowds to gather. Passage 

tombs are enclosed mounds, with a small central chamber, an elongated passage, and a megalithic 

kerb, frequently decorated with megalithic art. Passage tombs frequently have celestial alignments. 

Court, passage, and portal tombs usually contain multiple cremated or inhumed individuals, pottery, 

beads or pendants, and stone tools. Linkardstown burials are enclosed mounds, which usually contain 

a single, male, burial, sometimes with other individuals, and often containing grave goods, such as 

pottery or stone tools. The interiors of Linkardstown burials are inaccessible following construction, 

unlike all other megalithic monuments. The earliest dated megalithic monument in Ireland is a portal 

tomb in Poulnabrone, Co. Clare, construction of which began between 3825-3710 BCE (Lynch 2014, 
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112). Court tombs and Linkardstown burials were a later development, with construction beginning 

from 3700-3570 BCE, and 3650-3350 BCE respectively. The earliest dates from passage tombs are from 

3946-3715 BCE (Schulting et al. 2017, 313), but the bulk of these monuments were constructed in the 

Middle Neolithic from 3600-2900 BCE (Bergh and Hensey 2013). There are examples of all four 

megalithic monuments in Co. Kilkenny. Within the vicinity of Thomastown, there was an unclassified 

megalith 1.4km to the east, which was most likely a portal tomb, based upon the description (KK028-

049----). Two other portal tombs are located within 5km southwest of the town (KK032-009001- and 

KK032-010----). Two Linkardstown burials are also located within 4km to the west southwest of 

Thomastown (KK028-060---- and KK028-054----).  These monuments indicate that this part of Kilkenny 

was occupied during the Neolithic.  

Bronze and Iron Age (2400 BCE – 500 CE) 

The Bronze Age is marked by the advent of metal-working in Ireland, particularly bronze and gold 

working. There is a brief transitory period between the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age (2570 – 

2290 BCE) when copper working dominates (Carlin 2017, 169). Wedge tombs, the fifth type of 

megalithic monument in Ireland, date to this period. These tombs are wedge shaped, enclosed, 

segmented chambers, containing human burials and grave goods (Jones 2013, 15). There are wedge 

tombs in south County Kilkenny, but none in the vicinity of Thomastown.  

The Bronze Age ushered in major advancements in technology, society, and culture, leaving a rich 

archaeological legacy. Sites that are typical of Bronze Age occupation are fulachtaí fia – cooking or 

bathing sites found near water sources evidenced by mounds of burnt stone and a sunken trough. 

Two of these sites (KK028-050----; KK028-051----) have been identified c.2km to the east within similar 

proximity to the riverbank. 

The Iron Age in Ireland, beginning around 500 BCE, represented a period of transition with the 

introduction of iron technology. However, it is less well-documented than the Bronze Age, primarily 

due to the scarcity of durable archaeological evidence. Much of our understanding derives from later 

written sources and artifact analysis. However, an archaeological record exists of a possible ancient 

wooden trackway (KK028-040015) in the vicinity, which by analogy to similar finds could date to the 

late prehistoric (Iron Age) period. 

Early Medieval Period 500-1169 CE 

During the early medieval period (5th–12th centuries CE), the area of Thomastown lay within the 

Gaelic kingdom of Osraige, ruled by the Dál Birn dynasty. Settlement in this era was predominantly 

rural: the landscape was dotted with ringforts (circular earthwork farmsteads) and related enclosures, 
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one of which (KK028-042----) is recorded in Cloghabrody townland 720m within 1km of the 

development sites. A cluster of enclosures with associated souterrains and field systems is located 

c.2km to the southwest in Jerpoint West townland. Such sites were the homesteads of the local Irish 

population engaged in mixed farming and craft production. 

Christianity had taken root in Osraige by this time, leaving its mark on the landscape. Holy wells and 

ecclesiastical sites in the area attest to early Christian devotion. Lady’s Well (KK028-039----) is one such 

sacred spring within Thomastown, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and situated between 300-

400m north of both proposed development sites. Such religious landmarks illustrate the strong early 

medieval ecclesiastical presence in the Thomastown region. 

Late-medieval 1170-1550 AD 

Thomastown is a planned Anglo-Norman market town situated on the north (left) bank of the River 

Nore, approximately 15 km south of Kilkenny city and c.7 km north of Inistioge. The town was founded 

around AD 1200 by Thomas Fitz Anthony, who had been granted the cantred of Gowran within the 

Lordship of Leinster and who constructed a castle at Grennan on the opposite (southern) bank of the 

river. During the later medieval period, the barony of Gowran became integrated into the expanding 

Ormond lordship, within which Thomastown occupied a strategically and economically important role 

(Pilsworth 1951; Pilsworth 1952; Silverman 1998). 

From its foundation, Thomastown functioned as an inland port at the tidal limit of the River Nore, 

forming a key node on the trade route linking Kilkenny with the international ports of Waterford and 

New Ross. The town also acted as a regional market centre for agricultural surplus from its rural 

hinterland, including grain, hides, and fish. Its location at a river crossing endowed it with military 

significance, while its borough charter granted its burgesses substantial legal and economic privileges, 

including self-governance, the right to hold courts, and tax-free access to markets and fairs. This 

combination of agriculture, craft production, and trade reflects the characteristic economic basis of 

medieval Irish market towns (Graham 1977; O’Keeffe 2000). 

The town was laid out as a planned chequer of four principal streets, two aligned north–south and 

two east–west (Bradley 1985). The parish church of St Mary’s, the earliest and most substantial 

building, occupied a dominant position at the head of the principal market street (formerly High 

Street). Constructed in the early 13th century, St Mary’s was a large and architecturally ambitious 

structure, with aisles, clerestory windows, a chancel, and associated ancillary buildings. Its scale and 

prominence underline both the importance of the town and the central role of the church in 

structuring urban life. 
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The medieval urban streetscape was organised around burgage plots, rented by burgesses for an 

annual fee and often extending to additional lands outside the town walls. Houses were typically built 

gable-end to the street, with narrow lanes providing rear access. An extent of 1287 records a socially 

and economically diverse population, including bakers, butchers, masons, dyers, tailors, and legal 

officials, illustrating a well-developed urban craft economy (Dryburgh and Smith 2005). 

By the later 14th century, Thomastown was enclosed by a defensive stone wall, a defining feature of 

its urban identity. The circuit enclosed an area of approximately 60 hectares and was pierced by 

several gates controlling access along principal routeways – the route north to Kilkenny was controlled 

by the Yellow Gate. The construction of the town wall formalised the distinction between urban and 

rural space, a division that has continued to influence the town’s spatial development. 

During the 15th and 16th centuries, Thomastown prospered under the relative political stability of the 

Ormond lordship. Wealth generated through trade and milling allowed a number of elite burgesses to 

construct fortified tower houses near the river frontage, notably Sweetman’s Castle (KK028-040010-) 

and Brady’s Castle (KK028-040005-). The latter is located on Low Street. These structures represent 

both accumulated mercantile wealth and an environment in which defence and status display 

remained socially important. Their survival indicates sustained occupation and investment in the town 

during the later medieval period. 

Post-Medieval Period 1550-1900 AD  

The post-medieval period witnessed significant social, economic, and physical change within 

Thomastown, while maintaining continuity in its role as a local service centre. The mid-16th-century 

Reformation had a marked impact on the town’s ecclesiastical landscape. St Mary’s Church passed 

into the possession of the Church of Ireland, while the Roman Catholic congregation relocated beyond 

the town walls to the north-east. Although the religious division altered patterns of worship and 

church building, the town’s borough status and relative autonomy mitigated more severe disruption, 

particularly under the Ormond hegemony, which remained broadly sympathetic to Catholic interests 

prior to the Cromwellian period. 
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By the mid-17th century, Thomastown appears to have entered a period of decline. A list of forfeited 

properties compiled after 1660 describes numerous buildings in poor repair, many still thatched and 

some already in ruins. The town had been garrisoned during the Cromwellian campaign and 

surrendered in 1650, and this episode, combined with economic contraction and the progressive 

silting of the River Nore, likely contributed to its reduced fortunes. The loss of navigability ended 

Thomastown’s function as an inland port, fundamentally altering its relationship with regional and 

international trade networks. The Down Survey barony map of Gowran depicts Thomastown as only 

the bridge crossing the Nore with Grennan Castle occupying the southern bank (Figure 4). This bridge 

connects directly to Low Street and Market Street, but neither are depicted.  

  

Figure 4: Extract from Down Survey barony map of Gowran showing Thomastown, dating to 1658 
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From the late 18th century onwards, new economic and infrastructural developments reshaped the 

town. Milling emerged as a dominant industry along the River Nore, with Grennan Mill and others 

providing employment and renewed economic activity. By the 19th century, the Pilsworth family had 

consolidated control of flour production in the area, while other industries included a brewery, 

distillery, and tannery.  

The Taylor and Skinner Road Maps of Ireland contains a map showing the route from Dublin to 

Waterford via Thomastown (Figure 5). This depicts the street layout of Thomastown, including Low 

Street and Market Street, forming two ends of a block of streets by the River Nore.   

The post-medieval period also saw significant alteration of the medieval streetscape. Burgage plots 

were progressively amalgamated, rear lanes were absorbed, and continuous terraced housing was 

developed along the principal streets, particularly from the late 17th century onwards. Market Street 

remained the commercial heart of the town, but economic activity increasingly shifted indoors to 

shop-house frontages. Cobbled streets, public water fountains, and later street lighting contributed 

to the evolving urban fabric. The Sessions House on Logan Street, constructed in the early 19th century 

in a restrained neoclassical style, reflects Thomastown’s continued administrative importance into the 

modern period.  

Figure 5: Extract from Taylor and Skinner, Road Maps of Ireland, 1777 



 

19 

 

These features of Thomastown’s Georgian Urban landscape are depicted on the 1st edition 6 inch 

Ordnance Survey map surveyed in 1838 (Figure 6). This shows the layout of the town almost as it is 

today, with Low Street and Market Street clearly depicted. The arrival of the Waterford–Kilkenny 

railway in the mid-19th century partially compensated for the loss of river trade, integrating 

Thomastown into new overland commercial networks. 

Summary 

Low Street and Well Street developed during the medieval period as important access routes through 

a thriving historic town.  Archaeological investigations in this area have demonstrated extensive post-

medieval disturbance, demolition rubble, and made ground, but also highlight the potential for 

residual medieval deposits and features associated with industrial activity, and peripheral urban 

occupation. 

4.3 Summary of Previous Fieldwork in the Study Area 
Reference to Summary Accounts of Archaeological Excavations in Ireland (www.excavations.ie ) 

revealed that fifty-seven archaeological investigations took place within the townlands containing and 

surrounding the proposed development site. Of these, thirty-one uncovered archaeological material:  

 

Figure 6: Extract from the 1st edition 6 inch Ordnance Survey Map 1838. 

http://www.excavations.ie/


 

20 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Thomastown Library, Marshes Street 

Licence No.: 22E0714 

Author: Michael Greiner & Patrick Neary; Shanarc Archaeology Ltd. 

Results: Monitoring (Apr 2024–May 2025) within the Zone of Notification recorded mainly modern 

made ground/rubble and some 18th–19th-century wall foundations; no archaeological 

deposits/features/finds were identified. Large stones may be reused material possibly derived from 

the nearby town wall; metal detection (22R0327) was negative. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Market Street 

Licence No.: 18E0043 

Author: Caoimhe Ní Thóibín 

Results: Monitoring (Feb 2018) to the rear of two Market Street properties recorded structural 

foundations and a partial metalled surface; the rest of the site was heavily disturbed by earlier 

sewerage and development works. Archaeology was preserved in situ via raft foundations/buffer 

layers. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Lady's Well Street, Pipe Street, Market Street, Low Street (Thomastown 

Culvert Refurbishment Project) 

Licence No.: C00879; E004992 

Author: Colm Flynn 

Results: Monitoring (Mar–Aug 2019) of five culvert access trenches recorded probable post-medieval 

stone building foundations at Market Street c.0.55m below tarmac; features were recorded and 

preserved in situ. No other archaeology was identified. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Logan Street 

Licence No.: 15E0216 (Extension) 

Author: Mary Henry 
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Results: Monitoring of service trenches within a housing scheme and along Logan Street encountered 

modern infill, services and mixed post-medieval/modern deposits. Features recorded (culvert and 

wall) were interpreted as 18th–20th-century in date; no archaeological remains were identified in the 

street trench. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN (Village Renewal Scheme: Market Street, Pipe Street, Low Street, Lady 

Well Street, Marsh’s Street) 

Licence No.: C631 

Author: Mary Henry 

Results: Monitoring recorded widespread cobbled street surfaces at shallow depth (generally 0.3–

0.45m) and multiple culverts/walls; several surfaces and wall foundations were interpreted as late 

medieval/early post-medieval at latest and were preserved in situ. Results suggested significant 

survival potential for medieval deposits due to shallow impact. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Brook House 

Licence No.: 14E0460 

Author: Tim Coughlan, IAC Ltd. 

Results: Testing (Jan 2015) recorded probable post-medieval tanning pits (four) and a later cobbled 

yard; no medieval town wall remains were identified though it was expected to cross the site. The 

tanning complex was considered vulnerable to development impacts. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: River Nore, Island Mill, Grennan Townland and Burrellspark Townland 

Licence No.: 13E0165 ext.  

Author: Rex Bangerter 

Results: The conservation of Island Weir and associated mill structures. The riverbed was dredged, 

and previously buried mill features, including a sluice channel, headrace and tailrace, were fully 

excavated. 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN (Kilkenny Water Conservation Plan: Phase 3 Mains Rehabilitation) 
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Licence No.: E4423 (Ministerial Consent C529) 

Author: Tim Coughlan (with Brenda O’Meara), IAC Ltd. 

Results: Monitoring (Apr 2014) used mainly pipe-bursting along Marsh’s Street with minimal 

disturbance and no archaeological material identified. A stone wall footing aligned with the historic 

street frontage was recorded and preserved in situ; the town wall was avoided. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Marsh’s Street (Water Mains Rehabilitation – Site Investigation Works) 

Licence No.: E4423; C529 

Author: Mary Henry, Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd. 

Results: SIW trial pits (two phases) identified four archaeological features: two interpreted as 

Victorian road/surface elements and two as earlier (post-medieval) surfaces, within generally service-

disturbed ground. Phase 1 pits outside the zone were negative. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: River Nore, Island Mill, Burrelspark 

Licence No.: 11E334 

Author: Rex Bangerter 

Results: The removal of a section of the Island Weir’s northern arm, to minimise the impact of erosion 

on the remaining structure.  

Site Name: THOMASTOWN (ESB MV Cable Replacement Ducting) 

Licence No.: 10E0112 

Author: Martin E. Byrne, Byrne Mullins & Associates 

Results: Monitoring (2010) of ducting trenches found no archaeological features/deposits, but 

recovered medieval and post-medieval pottery sherds and a clay-pipe stem, plus a cut-stone 

fragment. Stratigraphy was largely fill over sterile subsoil. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: River Nore, Island Mill, Burrellspark 

Licence No.: 09D054; 09R143 
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Author: Rex Bangerter 

Results: As part of an effort to preserve local weir systems, a detailed survey of Island Weir and the 

river environment surrounding it, including a wide/dive survey, was conducted. A detailed plan of the 

structure was made. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Ladywell Street (fields west of Ladywell Street – OPW decentralised 

offices; Phase 2 testing) 

Licence No.: 07E0254 ext. 

Author: Leigh W. Barker, Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Results: Testing (Feb 2008) confirmed extensive boundary ditches (with medieval pottery) and 

cultivation features, and identified two ring-ditches (one c.3m internal dia., one c.16m dia.) plus pits 

and mixed finds (mostly topsoil-derived). Site remained unexcavated after the scheme was shelved. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Marsh’s Street 

Licence No.: 07E0305 

Author: Emmet Stafford, Stafford McLoughlin Archaeology 

Results: Testing recorded post-medieval garden soils and walls (undertaken at local authority 

request). No further detail provided in the summary. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN (Broadband ducting – Town defences) 

Licence No.: E003602 

Author: Mary Henry, Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd. 

Results: Monitoring found cobbled surfaces and a kerb, and recorded the medieval town wall in Marsh 

Street; works were redesigned to keep trenching shallow and avoid impacts. The cobbles were 

interpreted as more likely post-medieval than medieval. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Lady well Street (OPW decentralised offices; Phase 1 testing) 
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Licence No.: 07E0254 

Author: Grace Fegan, for Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Results: Testing (Jun 2007) recorded cultivation features and a large right-angled ditch (up to 3.2m 

wide/1.5m deep) containing medieval pottery, interpreted as boundary/enclosure/field-system 

related. Overburden up to c.1m was interpreted as slopewash from higher ground to the west. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Lady’s Well 

Licence No.: 06E0243 

Author: Emma Devine, for Kilkenny Archaeology 

Results: Testing for a residential proposal recorded extensive rubble/made ground from demolished 

terraced houses (First Edition OS) and associated garden soils; no significant archaeology was 

identified. One medieval sherd was recovered but interpreted as residual. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Lady’s Well (Holy Well) 

Licence No.: 06E0576 

Author: Brenda O’Meara, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Results: Test assessment recorded the holy well outlet (mortared masonry with limestone lintel) and 

its water channel feeding a millstream; modern alterations to the surround/channel were noted. 

Planning conditions required retention of the well area and buffer; no intrusive cutting across the 

channel was undertaken. 

 

Site Name: DANGAN 

Licence No.: 06E0022 

Author: Angela Wallace and Alison McQueen 

Results: A series of pits and arced gullies within a greenfield site were found during testing. Charcoal 

was found in all features, and burnt bone within an oval pit. The site was heavily damaged due to 

modern agricultural land management, and no other information was provided.  
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Site Name: THOMASTOWN (St Mary’s Church) 

Licence No.: 05E0127 

Author: Margaret McCarthy, Archaeological Services Unit, UCC 

Results: Development within the grounds of St Mary’s Church, which found some disarticulated 

human remains, replaced into trench following excavation, a layer of slate beneath the modern 

pathway to the door of the church, and a substantial wall beneath the modern surface of the pathway.  

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Marsh’s Street (Playground development) 

Licence No.: 05E0757 

Author: Cóilín Ó Drisceoil, Kilkenny Archaeology 

Results: Testing within the medieval town constraint recorded a medieval “garden soil” deposit at 

c.1m depth in two trenches; the playground design was modified to avoid impact and works 

proceeded under supervision. No further archaeology was recorded. 

 

Site Name: GRENAN 

Licence No.: 04E1589  

Author: Patrick Neary 

Excavation: Excavation conducted in advance of a housing state development in Grenan, 

Thomastown. Three features were identified, no further information was provided.  

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Low Street  

Licence No.: 03E0240 

Author: John Purcell 

Results: Three walls of a structure were discovered in the northeastern end of the rear garden of a 

commercial premises. The foundation trench for this structure was excavated, and sherds of 19th 

century pottery were recovered.  
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 Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Lady's Well Street (former tannery complex) 

Licence No.: 03E1411 

Author: Tony Cummins, for Sheila Lane & Associates 

Results: Testing at a former 19th-century tannery recorded multiple timber-lined tanning/steeping 

tanks cut into boulder clay beneath modern overburden; boundary wall foundations were recorded. 

No medieval town wall remains or other archaeology were identified. 

 

Site Name: CLOGHABRODY 

Licence No.: 03E1163 

Author: Colm Moloney, Headland Archaeology Ltd 

Results: Test trench excavation of a D-shaped enclosure. No evidence for archaeological activity was 

recorded beyond the ditches of the ringfort 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Market Street (terraced house test pits) 

Licence No.: 02E1461 

Author: Dave Pollock 

Results: Two test pits inside a Market Street house identified thick walls interpreted as a medieval 

building, with floor levels c.0.7m below present (and a later raised floor likely linked to flooding). 

Pottery suggested demolition/rebuild in the late 18th/early 19th century. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: 5 Market Street (rear extension) 

Licence No.: 98E0080 

Author: Jo Moran 

Results: Testing recorded late 17th/early 18th-century paving and walls, and a 12th/13th-century 

occupation horizon with earlier midden/clay layers and Ham Green ware. Evidence suggested long-

lived urban occupation and later post-medieval rebuilding/plot reorganisation.  
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Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Chapel Lane 

Licence No.: 96E0033 

Author: Colin D. Gracie, for Valerie J. Keeley Ltd.  

Results: Excavation conducted in advance of the construction of three townhouses, which revealed 

one possible pit, and fifteen sherds of medieval pottery. 

 

Site Name: THOMASTOWN: Chapel Lane 

Licence No.: 95E0233 

Author: Ben Murtagh, Archaeological Works 

Results: An excavation took place. A series of pits were found, which may have been quarries for 

locally occurring sand and clay. Some of these pits were backfilled, suggesting they were later used as 

ces pits. Pottery and iron slag was recovered.  

 

4.4 Toponomy 
Town: Thomastown - Irish: Baile Mhic Andáin 

Townland: Newtown - Irish: An Baile Nua 

Street: Low Street - Irish: An tSráid Íseal 

Street: Market Street – Irish: Sráid an Mhargaidh 
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5.1 Site Inspection 
An inspection of the location of the proposed bus stops on Low Street and Market Street, 

Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny, was undertaken by Dr. Patricia Kenny for Horizon Archaeology on Thursday 

21st May 2026. The weather was overcast, but dry, with good visibility. The site was accessed by foot, 

walking southwest from the Quays on to Low Street, then turning northwest on to Market Street.  

On Low Street, the development site is currently in use as parking spaces and a footpath outside some 

residential buildings. The buildings that this bus stop will be directly in front of are not architecturally 

or archaeologically significant.  

On Market Street, the development site is currently in use as parking spaces and a bus stop. The 

buildings that this bus stop will be directly in front of are architectural heritage sites (NIAH: 12317018, 

12317017, and 12317016). These buildings are also protected structures (C222, C579, and C223 

respectively).  

There are other archaeological sites, architectural heritage sites, and protected structures on both 

streets (see Section 2.1), however, none are likely to be impacted by the proposed construction. The 

proposed bus stops will not directly impact any known archaeological sites. However, both bus stops 

are located within archaeologically rich areas, and within the zone of notification for the historic town 

of Thomastown, as well as the Thomastown Town Centre ACA.  

No new archaeological, architectural heritage, or cultural heritage assets were identified during this 

site visit. This does not preclude the possibility that subterranean archaeological assets may be 

present.  
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Figure 7: Location of proposed bus-stop on Low Street. Camera facing south. 

 

 



 

30 

 

 

Figure 8: Fortified house (Brady's Castle, KK028-040005) approximately 30m southwest of proposed bus stop location and 
attached architectural heritage building (NIAH:12317073). Camera facing south-southeast. 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Location of proposed bus stop on Market Street, outside three protected structures (from left to right, C223, C579, 
and C222). Camera facing west. 
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6.1 Archaeological Impact Assessment 
The proposed development comprises the modification of the pre-existing roadway and footpath on 

both Low Street and Market. While this modification will not significantly change the land use in these 

areas, given the archaeologically sensitive nature of both locations, these works have the potential to 

impact the archaeological heritage of Thomastown. 

The sites lie within the Zone of Archaeological Constraints for the historic town of Thomastown 

(KK028-040----), and within the Thomastown Town Centre ACA. They are in archaeologically sensitive 

locations in the core of medieval Thomastown. 

No recorded monuments lies within the application sites, however, there are twenty-five recorded 

archaeological monuments within the 200m study area, including the historic town, town defences, 

St Mary’s Church and graveyard, and associated high cross and graveslabs, a 16th/17th-century house, 

a burial, two fortified houses, a market cross, armorial plaque, and other archaeological assets (see 

Table 1). In addition, previous archaeological investigations in the wider vicinity have demonstrated 

that while extensive areas have been disturbed by post-medieval and modern activity, medieval and 

post-medieval deposits do survive locally, often at relatively shallow depth.  

Investigations along Market Street, Low Street, and other streets within the historic town of 

Thomastown, have recorded cobbled surfaces, walls, garden soils, boundary features, tanning pits and 

residual medieval material. The historic cartographic evidence indicates that both roads were first 

constructed in the medieval period, within the medieval walled circuit, and the possibility of residual 

or displaced medieval material cannot be discounted.  

The archaeological potential within the site comprises: 

• metalled surfaces or cobbles, associated with the medieval streetscape of Thomastown; 

• drainage or water-management features associated with the medieval streetscape of 

Thomastown; 

• wall foundations, or other structural remains associated with the medieval town of 

Thomastown. 

• residual medieval artefacts or disturbed deposits deriving from urban activity. 

6.2 Potential Direct Impacts 
The principal potential direct impacts of the bus stop developments will arise from any intrusive 

groundworks associated with the proposed modification of the footpath, road, and street surfaces. 
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These may include excavation for drainage works, excavation for floor slabs, and any disturbance 

associated with upgrading the roadway and footpaths. 

Such works have the potential to result in: 

• the partial or complete removal of any surviving archaeological deposits or features within 

the footprint of the extension; 

• disturbance of made ground and demolition rubble deposits that may contain artefactual 

material of archaeological interest; 

• localised impacts on any previously unrecorded features associated with the historic street 

pattern. 

Given the modest scale of the development, any such impact is likely to be localised. However, where 

archaeological deposits survive, even small-scale excavations can result in a permanent and 

irreversible negative impact through the destruction of stratified deposits and their context. 

Based upon the results of the site inspection and desk-based survey, the proposed development 

presents a low degree of risk of impacting on any subterranean previously unrecorded archaeology 

within the development site. Archaeological mitigation measures as outlined below, are 

recommended to ameliorate the risk of impact. 

7.1 Conclusions and Recommendations 

Conclusions 
The proposed development of two new bus stops in Low Street and Market St, Thomastown, will not 

impact on any known and legally protected archaeological sites. The proposed developments are 

located within the medieval core of the historic town of Thomastown. While neither development site 

directly impacts any recorded monument, or other architecturally or culturally significant site, there 

is potential for previously unrecorded subsurface remains.  The principal risk arises from ground 

disturbance associated with construction works. These impacts are localised in extent but would be 

permanent in the absence of mitigation. 

Recommendations 

• Archaeological Monitoring - All ground disturbance works associated with the development 

should be subject to archaeological monitoring by a suitably qualified archaeologist under 

licence/consent issued by the National Monuments Service of the Dept Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage. 
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• Procedure for Archaeological Discoveries - In the event that archaeological material is 

identified, works should cease in the area of the discovery and the National Monuments 

Service and National Museum of Ireland (if required) should be notified.  
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