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1.0 Introduction  

This document has been prepared in compliance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000-2010 and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2011. 

The description of the proposed works associated with this scheme are set out below, and the 

background and reason for the scheme in relation to proper planning and sustainable development 

are set out in Section 2  

The proposed works comprise the demolition of an approx. 1000sq.m. single storey maturation 

building on the Abbey Quarter site, Horse Barrack Lane, Parliament Street, Kilkenny.  

The Maturation Building is located within the Abbey Quarter site, which was previously the Diageo St. 

Francis Abbey Brewery.  

Diageo have ceased brewing operations on this site, and the site is now in the ownership of Kilkenny 

County Council.  

Permission was previously granted (Planning .Ref: 13/45) for demolition/removal of extensive plant 

and structures on this site including the removal of 22 no. maturation vessels whilst retaining the 

single storey structure that supported them – The Maturation Building. Planning consent is now being 

sought for the demolition of the single storey structure. The structure to be demolished is a 

decommissioned concrete shell. The works will involve the demolition of the building to the level of 

the adjoining concrete slab.  

The Maturation Building is a single storey insitu concrete structure consisting of concrete walls with a 

brick facade, columns, roof slab and glazed curtain walling. The demolition of the Maturation Building 

will be carried out sequentially as follows -  

• The strip out and removal of non-structural elements will be undertaken using small plant.  

• The materials will be removed from site using small to medium sized trucks.  

• Demolition of structures using larger plant and equipment. The roof slab will be demolished by 

cutting or breaking, whilst the concrete walls/columns will be mechanically demolished (Munched) 

The area of the maturation building will be temporarily reinstated as a hard standing area pending 

the future development of the buildings and urban street as per the provisions of the Abbey Quarter 

Masterplan. 

This work is consistent with that required for the reuse of most urban sites and will be conducted 

within secured areas. 

Much of the original site drainage has been demolished. The remaining site drainage in the environs 

of the maturation building discharges to the existing foul sewer system. There is no connectivity 

between any of the site drainage in the environs of the Maturation Building and the river.  

The demolition works will be carried out by a professional demolition contractor. A Demolition 

Management Plan (DMP) will be drawn up by the Contractor. Small amounts of water will be used as 

necessary for dust suppression during the demolition works.  
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2.0 Background and Reasons for Scheme 

 

With the decision of Diageo to close the Smithwicks Brewery site and the associated decommissioning 
of the brewery, the majority of the former brewery buildings were demolished by Diageo.  (Planning 

ref. P 13/45). 

 
A review of the brewery buildings on the site by Kilkenny Co. Co. who had agreed to purchase the 

site from Diageo, identified a number of buildings that would be suitable for reuse, in either the short 
or long term, noting that the redevelopment of the former Brewery site would take a significant 

period to develop.  On this basis, the Maturation Building was retained in the short term. 

 
With the subsequent preparation of the Abbey Quarter Masterplan, it was determined that the 

location of the maturation building made it unsuitable for retention in the redeveloped site as it did 
not fit in with the Urban Design Framework of the Masterplan.  The maturation building is located 

partly on the footprint of three of the new buildings proposed for the Abbey Quarter and along the 
route of the proposed urban street through the site. 

 

The current proposal is for the demolition of the Maturation Building to facilitate the implementation 
of the Abbey Quarter Masterplan. 

 

3.0 Methodology and Standards 

The demolition works will be carried out by a professional demolition contractor. A Demolition 

Management Plan (DMP) will be drawn up by the Contractor. The proposed works will be carried out 

in accordance with BS 6187:2011 – Code of Practice for Full and Partial Demolition 

 

4.0 Environmental Reports 

An Appropriate Assessment (Screening) Report was carried out by Moore Group – Environmental 

Services.  This screening report concluded a finding of no significant effects on the conservation 

objectives of any site designated under the European Habitats Directive.  The Planning Authority has 

concluded that significant impacts can be ruled out and an Appropriate Assessment is not required. 

In accordance with the requirements of Article 120(1)(a) of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended) the Planning authority has made a preliminary examination of the 

nature, size and location of the proposed development.  The authority has concluded that there is no 

real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development and a 

determination has been made that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required.  

5.0 Funding  

The proposed works will be funded by Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Abbey Quarter 

Development Limited. 

 

 



 Abbey Quarter Maturation Building Demolition 

 

Ref: 19026.P8.R1 June 2019 Page 3 
 

6.0 Public consultation  

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection or purchase for a 

fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy during office hours from Friday 28th June 

2019 until Friday  26th July 2019 inclusive, at the following Kilkenny County Council offices: 

• Planning Dept., Kilkenny County Council, County Hall, John St., Kilkenny City from 9am to 

1pm & 2pm to 4pm Monday to Friday. 

 

• Carnegie Library, Johns Quay, Kilkenny from 10am to 8pm Tuesdays,  10am to 5pm 

Wednesday to  Friday, and 10am to 1:30pm Saturdays (excluding  Bank Holiday weekends). 

 

The following documents will be available for inspection at the above locations –  

• Explanatory Booklet 

• Drawings 

• Appropriate Assessment Screening 

• EIA Screening 

• Archaeological Impact Assessment 

• Buildings Assessment. 

 

Details of the proposed development can also be viewed at https://consult.kilkenny.ie/ and 

www.kilkennycoco.ie 

 

7.0  Submissions  

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper 

planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development will be carried out, may 

be made online at https://consult.kilkenny.ie/, in writing to the Planning Section, Kilkenny County 

Council, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny or sent to the following e-mail address 

MaturationBuilding@kilkennycoco.ie  . The latest time and date for receipt of submissions on 

the development is 5.00pm on Friday 9th August 2019. Submissions should be clearly marked 

“Maturation Building Demolition – Planning Submission” 

 

http://www.kilkennycoco.ie/
mailto:MayfairLibrary@kilkennycoco.ie

