To whom it may concern:
We have carefully reviewed the Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021 and it is great to see all of the positive developments proposed for Kilkenny City and County, including the proposed Dunmore Recreational and Biodiversity Park. 
However, it was disappointing to note that there does not appear to be any immediate plans to upgrade the N77 road from the Castlecomer Roundabout at the end of the Kilkenny Ringroad to this amenity/Dunmore Village and beyond.
Relevance of our submission to the proposals/aims outlined in the Kilkenny City and County 2021-2027 Development Plan:

Chapter 1:  Introduction:
Among the key objectives/policies listed in Chapter 1 are:
· Promoting sustainable mobility

· Facilitating the transition to a low carbon and climate resilient society.

· Promoting compact growth
Chapter 12: Movement and Mobility: 

There is significant emphasis on “reducing the demand for travel and reliance on the private car in favour of public transport, cycling and walking”. 

For Kilkenny City this will require:
Delivering a high level of permeability through walking, cycling and public transport modes.

Prioritising walking, cycling and public transport by maximising the number of people living within walking and cycling distance of their neighbourhood or district centres, public transport services and other services at the local level such as schools.

Very little reference was made to the National Roads in Kilkenny in the Development plan – other than the details listed below:

National Road improvement projects:

The Council, with the support of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), supports and is progressing/developing a number of schemes within County Kilkenny as follows:

 • N24 Carrick Road Improvement Scheme. 

• N24 Waterford to Cahir Scheme.

 • N24 Tower Road Junction Improvement Scheme.

• N25 Waterford to Glenmore Scheme 

• N77 Ballyragget to Ballynaslee 

• N77 Kilkenny City (Dunmore) to Ballyraggett 

(No further detail outlined re TII scheme for the N77 road. The proposed road improvements also appear to commence at Dunmore, and not Kilkenny City for reasons which are unclear).
The Council will support the implementation of the TII projects as outlined above and will preserve free from development, proposed road realignment/improvement lines and associated corridors where such development would prejudice the implementation of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) or County Council plans. 

Backgound:
This N77 road between the Castlecomer Roundabout and Henebry’s  Cross is formed as a result of an amalgamation of two national roads (N77 and N78) at Henebry’s Cross. It is the busiest approach road into Kilkenny with daily school/educational, work and heavy industry traffic (particularly HGVs travelling between the Glanbia plants in Ballyragget and Bellview daily) from North Kilkenny (See Appendix 1). 
In addition, a large proportion of the traffic coming from the West and Midlands travelling to the South East of the country, travels this road en-route to Kilkenny and other urban centres such as Rosslare, Waterford, Wexford, etc. It would also be anticipated that the volume of HGVs will increase as HGVs from the West and Midlands use the N77 to access Rosslare and Waterford ports following Brexit. (See Appendix 2).
Current Concerns:

At present we would have significant road safety concerns for all road users (pedestrians, cyclists and drivers) as the road is very narrow, with numerous dangerous bends, dangerous junctions, poor visibility and large volumes of traffic. We feel it is not fit for purpose and is more akin to a regional or local road, rather than a national road  (see Appendix 3)
Action requested:

We would request that significant road upgrade works be undertaken on this stretch of road as a matter of urgency to include:

· Widening of the road

· Provision of cycle-paths  and footpaths with appropriate lighting

· Traffic calming measures

· Enhanced visibility at  junctions

These measures would:

· Ensure significantly improved road safety for all road users
· Encourage people to walk and cycle between Dunmore Village and Kilkenny for both work/educational and recreational purposes. It would enable locals and visitors to Kilkenny to cycle out from Kilkenny to the proposed Dunmore Biodiversity and Recreational Park, Dunmore Caves and to Jenkinstown Woods, etc.
Conclusion/Summary:

We would be most grateful if serious consideration could be given to the proposals outlined above, as we strongly believe that this stretch of road does require urgent upgrading at this stage for the safety of all road users. 
We understand that the N77 road is under the remit of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and not Kilkenny County Council. However, we would appreciate greatly if Kilkenny County Council could liaise closely with TII on our behalf to highlight our very legitimate concerns regarding this road.
We would also note that there is a footpath on the N10 extending for 1.7km from the ring-road to Kilkenny Rugby Club as well as a footpath and cycle-path on the recently completed  N76 Callan road into Kilkenny. The N77 is currently the only National Road into Kilkenny that does not have a footpath or cycle path extending for some distance outside the boundary of the ring-road. In fact, most roads into Kilkenny outside the ringroad have a footpath extending for 1 or more kilometres outside the ringroad.  
We strongly believe that it is now time that this neglected stretch of road between Dunmore and the ring-road be given due attention and that a concerted effort be made ( by both Kilkenny County Council and the TII) to bring this road to an appropriate standard.

We gratefully appreciate all of the work done by the Council to date and would appreciate if a commitment to improve the stretch of N77 road referred to above, could be incorporated into the Kilkenny City and Council 2021 to 2027 Development Plan.
