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1 Introduction

1.1 Project Background

DBFL Consulting Engineers have been commissioned by KPMG Future Analytics, on behalf of

Kilkenny County Council (KCC),to undertake an Area Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) for

Ferrybank -Belview. The final output of the ABTA process is a Local Transport Plan, which will be

used to guide the transport requirements for the future development of Ferrybank -Belview.

This report identifies and assesses key strategic infrastructural requirements. T

he Emerging

Preferred Options identified in this  Report will inform the development of the Local Transport Plan

that in turn supports the Urban Framework Plan . Additional measures that support these

Emerging Preferred Options will be outlined in the  draft Local Transport Plan.

The Ferrybank -Belview Study Area is bounded to the north by the N25 Waterford City Bypass, to

the south by the River Suir, to the west by Grannagh Business Park and to the east by Belview Port.

Ferrybank is a well -established community that primarily lies within the functional area of Kilkenny

County Council, although part of Ferrybank lies within the functional area of Waterford City and

County Council and lies outside of the UFP Study Area . Figure 1-1 below presents the Study Area.

N

A

Waterforg Rosd

N25

Belview

[ Ferrybank-Belview Study Area

(&4

R680

© OpenStreetMap (and) contributors, SHC;BY»SA

R710 R683

Figure 1-1 Ferrybank-Belview Study Area Source: DBFL.
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1.2 ABTA Process and Previous S tages

The key stages of an Area -Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) are as follows:

PART 1 Baseline Assessment

PART 2a Establish Context
PART 2b Options Development

Screening of Options Long List

Packaging of Land Use and Transport Options
(Scenarios)

Multi-Criteria Analysis

Refinement of Emerging Preferred Scenario

PARTS 4 and 5 Plan Preparation and Finalisation

PART 3
Options
Assessment

Informing the Plan

PART 6 Monitoring & Evaluation

Figure 1-2 Figure summarising the ABTA process from the TIl and NTA, ABTA How to Guide, Guidance
Document, Pilot Methodology, 2021. Source: Tll andNTA.

The Baseline Assessment and Policy Context Report (ABTA Part 1)and Context Report (ABTA Part
2a) provide an analysis of Ferrybank-B e | v i existiigs transport network conditions, and

prevailing land -use and transport planning policy relevant to the Study Area.

1.2.1 Baseline Assessment
The Baseline Conditions and Policy Context Report concluded with a SWOT analysis. Options
developed in this report seek to capitalise on the strengths and opportunities while addressing

the weaknesses and threats identified in the SWOT.

Options Development & Assessment Report
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Table 1-1 Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats identified in the Baseline Assessment.

STRENGTHS

A The Study Area is the second largest
urban area in the County, after Kilkenny
City.

A Strong policy mandate at National,
Regional and Local level to promote
sustainable mobility, compact growth, and
climate action in Ferrybank .

A Kilkenny County Council have secured
Urban Regeneration Development Fund
(URDF) funding to deliver several
sustainable transport projects.

A Significant public transport investment in
BusConnects Waterford.

A Opportunities to improve permeability /
access to existing and / or planned parks /
amenity / recreation areas .

A An established Bypass, Motorway and
National Road Network which provides
national and regional strategic
connectivity to and from the Study Area,
bringing economic and social benefits.

A Designated North Quay SDZ as a site for
future regeneration which is to include
the delivery active travel linkages, and
support an integrated bus and rail
transport hub .

A 36.7ha of land zoned for residential
development to accommodate ca. 910
units (2017 LAB.

WEAKNESSES

A Lack of dedicated cycle infrastructure
within the Study Area

A Poor quality of pedestrian environment,
including pedestrian crossings.

A Lack of permeability in some residential
areas .

A Poor quality and cluttered public realm
that is dominated by car -oriented design

A Community severance because of wide
carriageways and fast -flowing traffic at
Fountain Street, Belmont Road, Rockshire
Road and others.

A The design of junctions across the Study
Area is generally not as per current
standards of Design Manual for Urban
Roads and Streets and the Cycle Design
Manual .

A Lack of bus services and bus stops
throughout the residential areas

A Lack of public transport to employment
areas such as Grannagh Business Park
and Belview Port .

A The topography and steep gradient,
particularly in the north -west of the Study

Area, limits opportunities for permeability

improvements and might make active

travel difficult for some.

OPPORTUNITIES

A Preparing a Framework Plan in tandem
with LTP can ensure that land use and
transport planning are fully integrated

A Transit Oriented Development within the
vicinity of the relocated train & bus
station .

A Redevelop the Ferrybank District Centre
as a mixed -use opportunity site / mobility
hub with residential development served

THREATS

A The continued use of the street network
HGV As
in delivery of the necessary reallocation of

for and
road space for sustainable travel.

A Changes to the current policy and funding
environment that favour investment in
sustainable transport and infrastructure.

A A continuation of policy and street and
road layouts and design within the Study

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025
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by public transport and active travel Area that favour the movement of
options and high -quality public realm. vehicles over people.

A Reallocate existing road space to support A Alack of a downstream river crossing that
high quality public transport, walking and may create further congestion in the
cycling. Study Area in future because of an

A Reduce community severance & improve increased population and demand for
road safety for all through junction travel.

improvements and traffic calming.

A Maximise connectivity and permeability of
existing and future residential areas
through connections to the New Ross
Greenway and street networks

A Boost active travel mode share for school
journeys by providing high -quality
infrastructure.

A Enhance connectivity by sustainable
modes to key employment centres in the
Framework Plan boundary, such as
Belview Port .

A Develop an urban village and new focal
point for the community in the area
between the WCC Boundary and the
Belmont Roundabout .

A Innovative parking management
measures such as Park & Strides, Mobility
Hubs & a P+R.

A Widen walking and cycling catchments
south of the River Suir by delivering
proposed bridge connection

A Work in collaboration with Waterford CCC
to maximise the potential of the Ard Ri
Opportunity Site.

Options Development & Assessment Report
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Figure 1-3 Overview of weaknesses identified in the Baseline Conditions Report. Source: DBFL
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1.2.2 Context Report

The Context Report ( ABTA Part 23 concluded with a set of Draft Transport Objectives for the
Ferrybank -Belview ABTA process. These Draft Transport Objectives, as agreed with key
stakeholders , are:

Table 1-2 Draft Transport Objectives from the Context Report.

o Develop the 10-minute neighbourhood concept by providing a
Transport Objective 1: comprehensive and safe Active Travel Network  that prioritises
walking and cycling , particularly for shorter trips

Enhance the accessibility of public transport, maximising
Transport Objective 2: committed infrastructure outlined in the Waterford Metropolitan
Area Transport Strategy and in the emerging BusConnects
Waterford Network .

Facilitate a more people -centric public realm through the

Transport Objective 3: Ferrybank - Belview area through the reallocation of existing road
space.
Transport Objective 4 - | ldentify key transport infrastructure which will underpin the

future growth of the Ferrybank area and Belview Port .

o Safeguard the strategic function and levels of safety on the
Transport Objective 5: national road network in accordance with the requirements of
official policy

1.2.3 Options Development and Assessment

This report covers Part 2b and Part 3 of the ABTA process 7 Options Development and Assessment.

The development and assessment of options for Ferrybank -Belview is consistent with the

guidance and methodology outlined by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the National

Transport Authority (NTA) as setoutinthe #r ea Based Transport Assuedss ment

in December 2018 and the ABTAPIlot Methodology (2021)

The Options Development stage seeks to identify options to address the weaknesses and
opportunities identified in the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) in the
earlier ABTA stages. It seeks to build upon opportunities, such as BusConnects Waterford, the
Active Travel Bridge and the South -East Greenway to deliver a multi -modal, attractive and

sustainable transport network for Ferrybank  -Belview.

In Stage 3, options are screened against the Draft Transport Objectives, developed in the earlier

Context Report and agreed with KCC and the wider Project Team. Options that pass the initial sift

Options Development & Assessment Report
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are then further evaluated in a Multi -Criteria Assessment (MCA) using additional criteria from the
Depart ment of Transport As Tr a(fiAF)pie.rEnginearmg Feasibiitay |
Acceptability, Funding Potential and Value for Mone y. Options that are successful in the MCA will
be included as proposed measures in the draft Local Transport Plan and phased where

appropriate . A more detailed explanation is outlined in Chapter 3 of this Report.

The ABTA process culminates in the publication of a Local Transport Plan (LTP) for Ferrybank -
Belview that summarises the transport assessment process and presents proposed transport

measures and an implementation plan.
1.3 Report Structure
The Options and Development Report is structure d is as follows:
1 Chapter 1: Introduction
1 Chapter 2: Key Influences on Option Development
1 Chapter 3: Options Development and Assessment Process
1 Chapter 4: Active Travel Network : Option s Development and Assessment
1 Chapter 5: Permeability: Options Development and Assessment
i Chapter 6: Public Transport: Options Development and Assessment
1 Chapter 7:Roads and Traffic Management: Options Development and Assessment
1 Chapter 8: Parking and Demand Management : Options Development and Assessment

1 Chapter 9: Emerging Preferred Options and Conclusions

Options Development & Assessment Report
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2 Key Influences on Option Development

The following chapter outlines key policy influences , committed transport infrastructure, emerging
land use and zoning objectives, and feedback from early public engagement that inform the

development of the long list of Options.

2.1 Policy Context

The Ferrybank -Belview ABTA sits within a framework of national, regional and local level policy and
guidance as detailed in the Baseline Conditions & Policy Context Report. Of these, the Waterford
Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy, which contains future population and transport demand
forecasts, TII publications that contains definitions for transition zones and greenways , and the
Speed Limit Review are particularly relevant in informing the development of options and phasing
of proposals in this Report.

Table 2-1: Summary of National, Regional Metropolitan and Local Policy and Guidance which guides
this ABTA.

Project Ireland 2040:

. . National
National Planning .
. Framework & Sustainable

National . Mobility Climate Action Plan 202 4
Level: National Polic
Statutory Development Plan y
Planning 2021-2030
Policy

National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland

National . .
Level: Spatial Planning and

' National Roads Sustainable and Compact Settlements : Guidelines
Statutory S

S Guidelines for for

Guidelines for . . . -

. Planning Authorities Planning Authorities
Planning (S.28 Guidelines)
Authorities '
National
Level: Design Manual for Cycle Design
Statutory Urban Roads and Manual Tl Publications
Design Streets (DMURS) (CDM)
Guidance

Opportunities for Transport

National TUYAs Orientated Development in Major
Level- N T A Pesmeability Travelling in Urban Centres ( Department of

’ : Best Practice Guide a Wo ma n Housing, Local Government and
Best Practice .

Shoes Heritage and Department of
Transport)

Options Development & Assessment Report
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Regional

Level: Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region RSES2019-
Planning 2031

Policy and

Guidance

Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan  2019-2031 (MASP)developed as

Met lit
etropoitan part of the RSES

Level: Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040 (WMATS)
Waterford

Kilkenny City and City &

County Development County Draft Kilkenny County Council
Local Level: Plan 2021-2027 Development  Climate Action Plan 2024 -2029
P|anning (KCCDP) Plan ZOZZZ
Policy and 2028
Guidance

Ferrybank -Belview
Local Area Plan 2017 Ferrybank Mobility Management Plan
(expired)

2.1.1 Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040

The Ferrybank -Belview Study Area forms part of the wider Waterford Metropolitan Area (WMA)
The long-term integration of land use and transport planning is advanced in the Waterford
Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan and Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040
(WMATS). WMATS identified several key roads, river crossings , active travel and public transport
requirements that have been utilised as a starting point for developing option at this stage in the

ABTA process.

WMATS provided an analysis of a number of travel demand relationships  considering future land
use (population, employment and education) forecasts provided by both Kilkenny County Council

and Waterford City and County Council based on the high -level population forecasts set out in the
National Planning Framework . The relevant origin -destination trips derived from the Study Area
are reproduced overleaf and give a reasonably accurate picture of future travel patterns for which
active and public transport options are developed in this report. These relationships have
inform ed the selection of the Emerging Preferred Options and the phasing of interventions in the

draft Local Transport Plan.

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025 15



Ferrybank Belview Area based Transportation Assessment
Draft Options Development and Assessment Report

WMATS 2040 ‘Demand Analysis -
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Figure 2-1 24-Hour Total Demand Analysis map showing estimated daily trips between Ferrybank and the wider WMASource: WMATS.
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2.1.2 Tl Publications

TIl Publications (Standards) are the statutory design publication for national roads. Therefore,
where national roads are impacted, the ABTA process follows their design standards and
guidance. In Ferrybank -Belview the Study Area includes some national roads including the N29
Belview Port access road . Options have therefore been developed in accordance with Tl
publication Advice Note 17 Transition Zones and Gateways which defines transition zones and

gateways as follows :

A transition zone is the zone between the rural environment and more urbanised development.
Itis an area where speed reductions must occur when entering an urban area from a higher speed

road.

A gateway is an easily identifiable element along the route which signal a change of context.
Gateways can be used to influence driver behaviour, wayfinding, and signal an entrance to an

urban area.

Both are included within the options report and are used to assist in the development and

assessment of active travel options for Ferrybank -Belview.

2.1.3 Speed Limit Review 2023 and Road Traffic Act 2024
As part of the Government As reBomalto & dantreasing nutnber aft egy , an
road fatalities and other road safety concerns , a Speed Limit Review was published in September

2023. A key aim of the Review was to reduce speed limits on several categories of Irish road.

The introduction of a 30 km/h default speed limit in urban areas was a Critical Action in the review .
The Action recognises that reducing speed limits improves road safety and acknowledges that
urban roads and streets are not just places of movement but also support a range of other uses

and placemaking functions.
A 30km/h limit should apply in all city or town centres, residential roads and locations where there
is a significant presence of vulnerable/active road users. Exceptions would be permitted for the
following:

1 Pedestrian zones and shared space/zones whereby a speed limit of 20km/h would apply.

1 National, Regional, arterial roads and key public transport routes where limits up to
50km/h may apply.

i Transition zones on National, Regional, arterial roads and key public transport routes
where speed limits up to 60km/h may apply.

Options Development & Assessment Report
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1 Urban arterial roads with a high design speed such as motorways, certain dual
carriageways and roads with limited access where higher speed limits may apply.

The above recommendations are incorporated in the updated Road Traffic Act 2024 , which

amends the previous Default Speed Limit for roads in Built Up Areas from 50km/h to 30km/h.

Following the publication of the Road Traffic Act 2024, the default speed limit on rural roads was
reduced from 80km/h to 60km/h in February 2025. The default speed limit in the 'urban core’,
which includes built up areas, housing estates and town centres,  will be reduced to 30km/h in late

2025. The speed limit on National Secondary Roads will reduce from 100km/h to 80km/h.

In line with the Speed Limit Review and Road Traffic Act, the opportunity exists for Kilkenny County
Council to reduce speed limits throughout Ferrybank, particularly in areas such as Belmont Road,
Abbey Road and Rockshire Road. A 30 km/h speed limit also provides an opportunity to create

safer conditions for active travel in  compliance with criteria outlined in the Cycle Design Manual.

2.2 Committed Transport| nfrastructure

The development of options in this report seeks to capitalise upon committed infrastructure to
deliver the Draft Transport Objectives , address weaknesses outlined in the SWOT analysis, and to

identify areas where further measures are required.

2.2.1 Integrated Transport Hub and Active Travel Bridge

The Integrated Transport Hub and  Active Travel Bridge is currently under construction and due to
be completed in 2025 . The delivery of the Integrated Transport Hub will see the relocation of the
Waterford Railway Station to the North Quay Strategic Development Zone , accompanied by the
construction of the Active Travel Bridge that connects Waterford City Centre to the North Quays.

The delivery of this project will help achieve:

1 Vehicle-free connectivity to Waterford City
1 Interchange opportunities between  Active Travel and Public Transport Services

1 Significant population and employment growth north of the river

The development of options in this report  seeks to build on these achievements.

Options Development & Assessment Report
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2.2.2 The South -North Access Road

The South-North Access Road, pictured below in Figure 2-2, is funded through the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF)and is due to be completed in 2025. Approximately
940m in length, the South -North Access Road extends from the existing access road serving the
Clover Meadows Housing Estate from the Belmont Roundabout to the Abbeygate Housing Estate

/ Ross Abbey Village Centre.

38 Macenminne

Figure 2-2: Alignment of the SouthNor t h Access RoadAs route (blwue). Sou

The South North Access Road include s active travel infrastructure and will;

1 Enable Abbey Road residents to access Belmont Urban Village with shorter, more efficient

journey s.

1 Provideaccessible and pedestrian friendly routes to

B.N.S., Aldi Belmont Road, and the Ferrybank Primary Care Centre.
1 Reduce pressures on the Abbey Road / Fountain St. Junction
1 Provide an alternative route to and from Belmont Road.

1 Relieve traffic congestion at the Abbey Road / Fountain Street Junction

Options Development & Assessment Report
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2.2.3 South East Greenway

The Waterford to New Ross Greenway, also known as the South East Greenway, is currently under
development . The South East Green Way is a URDF funded joint venture between Kilkenny County
Council, Wexford County Council and Waterford City and County Council and passes through the
Study Area. Phase 1 (the 6km New Ross to Glenmore segment) is currently open to the public. The
opening of this route along the River Barrow and its  eventual connection with the Waterford
Greenway via South Kilkenny (Ferrybank) will provide both a valuable tourism amenity and a

sustainable commuter function for the  South East as a whole.

The South East Greenway presents several elements which are relevant to developing options for

the ABTA, including:

1 Planned connections at school s including Abbey Community Colle ge.
1 Limited access to Greenway at present .

1 Additional opportunities for permeability to serve existing and future residential,
employment and local services .

2.2.4 BusConnects Waterford

BusConnects Waterford is a key proposal of WMATS 2040 and is expected to be implemented in

the short to medium term. The BusConnects Waterford Bus Network Redesign will see a 100%
increase in the level of bus services in Waterford city and its suburbs. More routes will offer high -
frequency service and frequencies will be improved on Sunday and in the early mornings. Public
bus services will be extended to new areas, bringing bus services within 400 metres walk of 73%

of residents. Areas currently served in only one direction will gain two -way services. New bus

services will also be introduced in areas such a s Slieverue and Belview Port.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) published its draft bus network for Waterford in July 2024.
Consultation on the draft network ran for 6 weeks and closed on the 16 August 2024. Further
public workshops were undertaken in October 2024. Following the ¢  onsultation period, the

finalised New Network Plan was published in January 2025.

The following routes in the final BusConnects Waterford New Network Plan will serve the

Ferrybank -Belview Study Area and significantly improve existing bus serv ices:

- Route 2 : Rockshire Road z Upper Grange zS't . Mar yAs School (every 30
- Route 4 : Outer Ring Road to Ferrybank (every 15 mins)

- Route 4A : SETUArena z Slieverue (every 30 mins)

Options Development & Assessment Report
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- Route 4B : Whitfield Hospital z Abbey Park (every 30 mins)

- Route 4P : Slieverue z Belview Port (60 mins z peak only)
On the following page, Figure 2-3 presents a map of the finalized BusConnects Waterford Bus
Network. The proposed options for Ferrybank -Belview incorporate these proposals and expand

upon them where necessary.

Following discussions with the wider Project Team, it was recognised that whil e there is limited
scope for modifying the finalised BusConnects routes over the short - to medium -term, these new
services should be scalable and allow for expansion over the coming years . Increases to the service
level on planned BusConnects routes will allow the provision of accessible public transport to

proceed in tandem with the roll -out of development in the Study Area.

Recommendation s for building on the success of BusConnects form a key option developed atth is
phase of the Ferrybank-Belview ABTA process. The focus of the option development and
assessment process will therefore involve identifying gaps in the planned provision and making
recommendations for the optimisation of proposed routes . In addition, ensuring safe and
sustainable access to the proposed BusConnects routes by walking, wheeling and cycling further

enhances the impact of BusConnects.
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Figure 2-3 Finalised BusConnects Waterford Network Source: NTA.
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2.2.5 CycleConnects : Draft Waterford Cycle Network

CycleConnects outlines a strategic cycle network for all cycle user types across Waterford.
CycleConnects is underpinned by the creation of a cycle network which is inclusive, comprehensive
and conducive to sustainable transport.  The CycleConnects network incorporates the full WMATS

cycle network .

The Draft CycleConnects Network for Waterford provides a framework for options that deliver the
following:
1 Cycle networks between key trip attractors, including schools, workplaces, shops and
residential areas .
1 An accessible and inclusive cycling environment

1 A cohesive approach centred on the strategic integration of walking, cycling, bus, rail and
road networks .

2.3 Emerging land use and zoning objectives

The ABTA process seeks to unify transport and land use planning. Kilkenny County Council is
currently developing a draft Framework Plan concurrently with th e Ferrybank -Belview ABTA

process. At the time of writing, key land use proposals include the following

1 Development of housing in the Clover Meadows, Belmont Road and Abbey Road areas in
the short -medium term partly linked to the delivery of the URDF  South-North Road in 2025.

1 Development of housing in the Newrath, Rockshire Rd/Ballyrobin area s (Strategic Reserve
lands) partly linked to the delivery of a Ferrybank Relief Road in the medium to long term.

9 Significant expansion of employment uses in the IDA lands and wider Belview Port area.

1 The creation of an urban village at Belmont Road and consolidation of Neighbourhood
Centre uses close to the Ferrybank Shopping Centre

1 The requirement for a new school(s) near Belmont to serve a growing population.

1 Consolidation and enhancement of employment uses at Grannagh Business Centre and
Newrath.

1 Regeneration of the Ard Ri site and North Quays SDZ and associated infrastructure within
Waterford City and County Council administrative boundary in the short term.

1 Protection of the greenbelt / open space area between the urban area of Ferrybank and

the employment uses at Belview/ IDA lands.
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As part of Part 1: Baseline Conditions and Policy Context Report the project team identified a range

of key Trip Attractors within the Study Area, including:

1 Belmont Urban Village .
1 Ross Abbey Neighbourhood Centre .

T Abbey Community Coll ege; St . (BW&)rOur/Lady & doprdleS Nat i on.
Girl sA Nat i(GNB)a l School

1 Key employment locations, including Belview Port, Grannagh Business Complex and the
IDA Science & Technology Park.

The development and assessment of options in this report is attuned to these land use and
transport planning trends. Options will be prioritised and phased to align with emerging land use
proposals outlined at a metropolitan area by the Waterford Metropoli tan Area Strategic Plan
(MASP), Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy (WMATS) 2040, the Kilkenny County Council
Development Plan and the emerging Framework Plan .
2.4 Ferrybank Belview Framework Plan 7z Early Engagement Consultation
Response
As part of the early engagement process, Kilkenny County Council held a public consultation event
in the Abbey Community College on Wednesday, the 19th of June. During these meetings,
attendees were asked to share their thoughts on Ferry

their vision for Ferrybank / Belview.

All relevant issues pertaining to transport raised by respondents and prescribed bodies during the
Pre-Draft Consultation process inform the  development of options in this stage of the ABTA

process.

The combined weaknesses identified in both the Project Team findings, and the public

consultation exercise can be summarized as follows ;

Lack of safe conditions for walking and cycling within the Study Area .
Poor quality of pedestrian environment, including lack of opportunities to cross safely
Lack of permeability in some residential areas to key attractors including shops and schools.

Poor quality and cluttered public realm

=A =4 =4 =4 =

Wide carriageways and fast-flowing traffic z leading to community severance on Belmont Road

and Rockshire Road and other local streets.
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1 Junction design fails to reflect current standards of Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets
and the Cycle Design Manual

1 Lack of reliable public transport to education and employment areas such as Grannagh
Business Park and Belview Port .

1 Topography limits opportunities for permeability improvements / active travel.

Figure 2-4 and Figure 2-5 overleaf present a summary of the key issues identified in the public

consultation, as well as a summary of the key opportunities in the Framework Plan area
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Figure 2-4 Summary of key issues identified in thepublic consultation. Source: DBFL.
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Figure 2-5 Summary of key opportunities identified in the consultation . Source: DBFL.
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3 Options Development and Assessment Process

3.1 Developmentand Assessment of Options Process

The process of developing and assessing options follows the procedure outlined in the NTA and

T 4 ABVAPilot Methodology (2021). The process has five main steps.

1. Along list of options is developed to address weaknesses identified during the Baseline
Condition Report SWOT analysis. These long lists of options are analysed by mode -active
travel, permeability, public transport, road and traffic management and parking z over the

following chapters.

2. Options are screened against the draft transport objectives for the project (found in Section
2.1). If the option meets all or most of the transport objectives and there are no alternatives
to how to deliver it, the option becomes part of a measure that is included in the draft Local

Transport Plan.

3. If an option fails to meet most of the transport objectives and/or there are multiple
approaches to deliver the same option, the option is further analysed through a Multi -Criteria
Assessment (MCA). As the long list of options address weaknesses identified during the
Baseline Condition SWOT Analysis, it is assumed that each of the options meet at least one of

the draft transport objectives.

4. The criteria in the MCA are the draft local transport plan objectives and four criteria taken from
the ABTA How to Guide Engineering feasibility, Acceptability, Funding potential and Value for
money. Un the MCA, options are compar e-dointscale.a YDo

To give an oversight of the MCA, the MCA scores are colour -coded as below.

Colour Performance

- Beneficial

Somewhat beneficial

Neutral (as compared to 0 Nothing)A

Somewhat adverse

Options that are positively evaluated in the MCA become part of a measure in the draft Local

Transport Plan.
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5. Options that are to be included in measures in the draft Local Transport Plan are further
refined by being prioritised into short -, medium - and long -term projects. Projects that have
committed funding are short - to medium -term deliverables. Other schemes are prioritised  in
an evidence -based approach that considers their ability to deliver a multi -modal transport
network that enables sustainable access to high-impact trip attractors like schooals,
employment centres, or retail centres that many people travel to ona  regular basis .

The four -step Options Assessment Process is summarised in Figure 3 below :

1) Long-list of options that address weaknesses identified in
the Baseline Conditions Report

2) Initial screening against Draft Local Transport Objectives

An option meets some or An option meets all or
none of the Draft Transport most of the Draft Transport
Objectives or has Objectives and has no
alternative methods to alternative methods to
deliver the same option deliver the same option

\

3) Further analysis in a Multi-Criteria

Analysis (MCA) where required

Positive result Negative result
inthe MCA inthe MCA

4) Option to be included as a measure — or part of a measure
—in the Draft Local Transport Plan
[ Options refined by being prioritised into: ]

T AT T

Figure 3-1: An outline of the Option Assessment Process. Source: DBFL.
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4 Active Travel Network : Option s Development and
Assessment

4.1 Overview
Accordi ng t Active Travel iNvEsfmerst Programme
JActive Travel involves travelling with a purpose, us

It includes walking, cycling and / or using non -motorized scooters as part of a journey . Walking to

school or cycling to work are both examples of Active Travel.

The following section encompasses the development and assessment of a comprehensive Active

Travel Network for Ferrybank -Belview, the aims of which are as include :

9 Delivering permeability improvements
1 Enhancing connectivity and access to neighbourhoods, amenities and key services.
1 Making travel by foot or bicycle a safer, more efficient and equitable form of transport.

4.2 Existing Active Travel Network

The Baseline Assessment As S. W. O. Toth weakadssesandopportueities witHini e d
the pedestrian and cycling network throughout Ferrybank  -Belview, which can be summarised as

follows:

Poor / absent footpaths and a lack of safe crossings

Lack of appropriate cycling infrastructure

Dangerous Junctions .

Poor permeability between residential areas and their access to local services
Severance caused by wide carriageways .

Car-dependent movement .

Unsafe environment for travelling to school by foot or bicycle

=A =2 =4 4 -4 =4 -4 -

Lack of connectivity to the South East Greenway and / or River Suir .
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4.3 Future Active Travel Network

WMATS provides an indicative cycling network for Ferrybank -Belview, as outlined in the Proposed
Waterford Cycling Network. Figure 4-1 provides an overview of the Proposed Waterford
CycleConnects Network to provide a starting point for the development and assessment of an

active travel network in Ferrybank -Belview. Table 4-1 provides a summary of the key

considerations underpinning the development of Active Travel options for this report.

Waterford to New Ross Greenway

H
i
N2
Fr o
LEGEND:
Route Type
Urban Primary
= Urban Secondary
— Greenway
w— |nter-Urban

Potential Junction
Upgrade

Figure 4-1 : CycleConnects Draft Waterford Cycle Network. Source: CycleConnects, NTA.

4.4 Summary of Considerations

Table 4-1 overleaf outlines the key issues within the  Study Area which have been taken into
consideration as part of the options Development and Assessment Process. This is followed by a
brief discussion outlining how the development, sifting and selection of options involving Active
Travel facilities has considered the Cycle Design Manual z Facilities Selection Guide and Width

Calculator, as set o u Cycle DesigniManudl (ROR3) s
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Route Weaknesses Cycle Implication s of DMURS Other
Connects Classification Classification Considerations
Classification
Lower volume . .
Newrath Lack of Secondary T c Z\I/in Vro:jte Current: 1  Main commuting
Link Road opportunities Route ycling . . route to Grannagh
connecting Arterial .
to cross . . Business Park.
(Grannagh Existing speed residential, 1 Proximity to
Roundabout =XISting sp commercial and Future / y
to Plunkett limit (80km/h) Newrath Road
Station) High traffic employment Proposed: i Potential to
areas to the ’
volumes . . narrow
. primary network. Arterial . )
Lack of cycling 1 Segregation of carriageway width
facilities greg . / buffer street
Excessive modes reqired edge from
carriageway as 80km/h at ca?riageway /
Width present (CDM) implement urban
realm
improvements on
both sides of
carriageway /
deliver cycle lanes
. AT facili . .
24 Lack of Active | Inter -Urban 1 acility National Road M Tllrequirements
. needed for part .
Grannagh Travel Facility | Route of N24 National re; National road
Castle to Cyclists in . 1  Opportunity to
. Road and links - o
Business Hard required with utilise existing
Park (see Shoulder 4 quiet link at
. R448 and Red
Roads High speeds . Grannagh Castle
Iron Bridge to
chapter) Overgrown 1 Improvement
. . Waterford
foliage in Greenwa needed at L7526
cyclist path Y /R448 and
Lack of Newrath
Crossing by Roundabout
the Thatch 1 Likely to be
Cafe longer -term
project tied in with
others e.g. Red
Iron Bridge
. L I . i
Rockshire Lack of Secondary 1 cozvliir Vrcc)):jtrze Current:  Link f Proxmlty to
Road opportunities yeling r potential Park &
_ {0 CrOSS. Route connecting Future | Ride facilities in
(Fountain St. . ! residential, - future
Jet.to High traffic commercial and Proposed: -
Newrath Rd. speeds and emplovment . T PrO.XImIt.y to
Jet) volumes ploy Local (plans for residential areas
Dangerous areas to the f  Proximity to
Steep gregation Neighbourhood neighbourhood
tonoaranh modes required centre
pog py. as 50km/h at Centreij)
Lack of cycling resent (CDM) +
facilities P
steep
topography
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. High demand i
Dock Road Left Turn Primary Route T c I?:”n route Current: Primary Access to
LEountain Lane }r/ovid?n Arterial N_orth Quay Sbz
Street Existing speed P g High volume of
limit connectlgns.to pedestrians /
(Plu.nkett (50km/hr ) key destinations Future / cyclists travelling
Station to ; - 1 Segregation of - to workplaces /
Abbey Rd. High traffic d ired Proposed: Link Piat
Jet) volumes modes require education in
Wide as S0km/h at Waterford City
carriageways / present (CDM) from Ferrybank
severance Planned Fountain
Lack of cycling St. Junction
facilities upgrade A
Steep recommendations
topography to reduce
carriageway
widths needed
. High demand
Belmont Lack of Primary Route T Hig ) Current: Plans to create
- cycling route
Road opportunities L . 3Bel mont |
providing Arterial . .
to cross ; Villagei
(Abbey Rd. -~ q connections to . South
Jet.to ALDI Existing spee key destinations Future / Proximity to Sout
Roundabout) limit {1 Segregation of North Access
(50km/hr ) . Proposed: Link Road / South East
. ) modes required
High traffic as 50km/h at Greenway (under
volumes resent (CDM) construction)
Wide P Proximity to St.
carriageways Mar yAs B. |
Lack of cycling Ferrybank GAA
facilities Club / Primary
Steep Care Centre / ALDI
topography Belmont Road
Traffic Calming +
Safe Routes to
School Required
R711 Lack of Secondary 1 Localised cycling | Current : North -eastern
_ opportunities te linki t t
(Aldi to cross Route routie finking Arterial gateway 1o .
Roundabout _ _ residential areas, Ferrybank -Belview
to Slieverue Discontinuous local zones, and Future / Intersection with
Roundabout) footpaths on other route E— Peafield Jct.
N. _S'(_je classifications Proposed: provides possible
'_EX'_St'“g speed 1 Segregation of Arterial connection to
limit modes required South East
(8_0km/ hr.) as 80km/h at Greenway
High traffic present (CDM) Need for walking
volumes and cycling
facilities
. High d d . -
Abbey Lack of Primary Route 1 'gh deman Current: _ Link Proximity to Ross
Road opportunities cycling route Abbey
i :
(Urban) to cross providing Future / Neighbourhood
Missing connections to Centre
footpaths or key Proposed: Link
destinations
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(Fountain St. gaps in 1 Need for 1  Proximity to South
Jet.to Ross network segregation of East Greenway
Abbey) 1  Existing speed modes requires 1 Proximity to
limit as 50km/h at Abbey Community
(50km/hr ) present (CDM) College- need for
f Limited SRTS
Access to 1  Need for
South East permeability
Greenway improvements
1  High traffic 1 Proximity to
volumes future South
1 Lack of safe North Access
routes to Road z need for
school AT connections
T Culdesacs/
Limited
permeability
Abbey 1 Lackof Secondary 1 Lower volume Current: _ Link 1 Proximity to key
Road opportunities cycling route employment
R .
(Rural) to cross oute connecting Future / areas (IDA /
1 Missing residential, Belview Port)
(Ross Abbey footpaths or commercial and Proposed: Link Carri
to i employment L armageway
Rathculliheen gaps in constraints limit
network areas to the .
Jet.) . options for cycle
1  Existing speed primary network. lanes
imi r ion of L
limit 1 Se% egatio .od 1 Proximity to South
(80km/hr ) modades require East Greenway
1 High traffic as 50km/h at provides an
resent (CDM) )
volumes P alternative for
1 Narrow walking / cycling
car.rla.geways 1  Need for speed
+ Limited reductions
space for
pedestrians /
cyclists
1 HGV
movement
) P .
South i Under Not defined 1 .roposed road Future / 1  Provides access to
North construction will serve a . South East
ACCesS 7 Cycling & secondary cycle Proposed: Link Greenway
Road Walking route function 1  Opens lands for
facilities P
aci
(Ross Abbey devglopment Z
Planned requires
to Clover 1 Provides e
Meadows) supporting
access to pedestrian /
Greenway cycling facilities
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High-speed . .
Port Road Lack of Secondary T High-sp Current: _ Link Intersects with
N29 opportunities commuter South East
] to cross cycling r.oute Future / Greenway
;Sllev;:‘rl:]e t Lack of connecting . (potential AT
oundabou footpaths settlement Proposed: Link connection)
to Belview L tres
Port) Existing speed cen _ Need for
limit 1 Segregatlon. of footpaths / cycle
(10Okm/hr ) modes required lanes to Belview
High traffic as 50km/h at Port
volumes present (CDM) KCC Development
HGV Plan Objectives:
movgment + 0 toconstruct a
parking on roundabout
hard shoulder on the N29 at
the
Rathculliheen
Junction
o0 To provide
traffic calming
measures +
extend
60km/hr
speed limit
between
junction and
Port
) ) Low traffic .
Peafield Lack of Undefined T . Current: Local Provides access to
opportunities cycling route South-East
(Abbey Rd. connecting local .
to cross Future / Greenway via
Jct to R711 - zones with
Jet) Existing speed ) Kilmurray
' limit Primary / Rroposed. Need to lower
(80km/hr ) iiict):girr)l/d Local speed limit
Lack of (80km/h) to create
footpaths Greenways.
h limi a safer
Low traffic T Wit s_peed imit environment for
volumes reductions + pedestrians
traffic calming cyclists and'
measures, a mix
) vulnerable road
traffic users
environment )
could be
acceptable
) Low traffic .
Kilmurry Lack of Feeder Route T ) Current: Local Potential to
Lane opportunities cycling route formalize existing
to cross connecting local Future / Quietway to
(Abbey Rd. i zones with . .
Existing speed Milepost Village
Ject to L Primary / Proposed: .
; limit Proximity to
Milepost Jct.) Secondar y
(80km/hr ) econadary Local South-East
Lack of Routes and Greenway Access
footpaths Greenways. Point
1 With speed limit
. Need to lower
reductions + speed limit
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1 Low traffic traffic calming
volumes measures, a mix
traffic
environment
could be
acceptable

(80km/h) to create
a safer
environment for
pedestrians,
cyclists and
vulnerable road
users.

Table 4-1: Table Summary of considerations for the Options Development and Assessment Process.

4.5 Cycle Design Manual z Facilities Selection Guide and Width Calculator

Where options involving Active Travel facilities are being considered, the Cycle Facilities Selection

Guide and Wi dth Cal cul a tCgcte Design Marual (2028)tas guided thehsdtingN T A A s

and selection processes. The Selection Guide provides guidelines for the selection of appropriate

cycle facilities based on a combination of traffic speeds and traffic volumes on a given route and

is displayed for reference in Table 4-2 overleaf.
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Speed Limit’ ) tt-'ra\:t:ci;'.“flli)&w ) Re-mg:z:::i;iwaw’ bti:;:i"g ncgl_[le Ste pfrii I‘;::YCIE' Pr::ste:l:itaehde(:\_.fcle MandaLtEc')r:Z Cycle Mixed Traffic
(peak hour pcus) two-way tracks)
30 km/h
> 400
< 200
40 km/h 200-400
> 400
< 200
50 km/h 200-400
> 400
60 km/h Any
= 80 km/h Any

- Provision should be suitable for most users.
Provision may not be suitable for all and may exclude some potential users (Departure required).

Provision not recommended as it's unlikely to be suitable for a range of users (Departure required).

- Provision not suitable.

Table 4-2 Cycle Facilities Selection Guide. Source: NTA Cycle Design Manual (2023)
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Table 2.2 - Width Calculator

A. Inside Clearance

Notes:

Flush or near-flush surface including low and splayed kerbs up to 60mm high 0.00] | i- Desirable minimum widths .
Kerbs 61mm to 150mm high 0.20 shou_ld be L_Jsed when c_:‘_al_culatlng
X - required widths of facilities.
Vert!cal feature from 151mm to 690mm high 0.25 Where desirable values cannot

Vertical feature above 600mm high 0.50 be achieved, incremental

reductions towards absoclute
B. Central Width minimum values may be
considered.

ii. The use of widths less than

<300 2.00 1.50*
One-way cycle track the above guidance should
>300 2.50 2.00 - i
00 00 .00 be avoided. In exceptional
Two-way cycle track =3 3. : circumstances where widths
>300 4.00 3.00!| cannot com ply with the
Cycle lane All 2.00 1.50| | guidance, the designer should
Shared Active Travel Facility <300 4.00 3.00 seek a departure from standard
>300 5.00 4.00] | and this should be approved
*May not cater for comfortable overtaking or cycling two abreast by the relevant Sanctioning
Authority prior to incorporation
C. Outside Clearance into the design.
Flush or near-flush surface including low and splayed kerbs up to 60mm high 0.00|| fii. On gradients greater than
. 3%, cycle track width should be
Kerbs 61mm to 150mm high 0.20]]| :
Vertical feat f 151 to 600 hiah 0.25 increased by 0.25 m to allow for
er !ca eature from 1oImm to - mm hig : greater lateral movement.
Vertical feature above 600mm high 0.50

iv. Where gullies are present

D. Buffer Width One-way cycle track Two-way cycle track on a cycle track that do not
allow cycles to easily overrun,
the cycle track width should be

<30 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.30|| increased by the widths of the
40/50 0.50 0.00 0.50 0.30]| 9ully:

60 1.00 0.50 1.00 0.50

80 200" 1.50* 2.00° 150+

100 3.50"" 1.50°* 3.50°" 1.50°"

**Including any hard strip *** Excluding any hard shoulder

Table 4-3: Width Calculator. Source: NTA Cycle Design Manual (2023)
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Ferbank-Beriew Proposed Active Travel Strategy !

Proposed Permeability Suir River Walkway

Improvements . 4
Proposed Greenway Access = Urban Primary Cycling Route - pth il Sustainable Transport Bridge
OUl a reenwa - i
—— Urban Secondary Cycling Route Y = Planned North South Link Road

Neighbourhood Centre
3 AR SE Greenway - Southern =11 Proposed Ferrybank Relief Road
SRTS Local Cycling Facilities Connectivity Link (Slieverue to i Y
~ Inter-Urban Cycling Route Kilmurry Lane)

Planned Greenway Access Point NTA CycleConnects

=== Red Iron Bridge

Figure 4-2 Active TravelOptions for Ferrybank-Belview. Source: DBFL.
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4.6 Development and Assessment of Active Travel Network Options

The development and assessment of Active Travel Options in this report is based on demand
analysis covering the period up to 2040 undertaken as part of WMATS, which identified the

potential for modal shift for relatively short journeys from Ferrybank.

The context for the cycle network proposals follows the planning/policy hierarchy of National,

Regional and Local policy guidance, including:

1 National planning policy and guidance documents, including the National Investment
Framework for Transport in Ireland  (NIFTI)and the Cycle Design Manual.

T Regional Pl anning Policy document s, such as the
Spatial and Economic Strategy 2019-20231.

1 Metropolitan Area Policy documents including the Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic

Plan (Waterford MASP z as part of the RSES) and WMATS2040.

1 Local planning policy and guidance, including the Kilkenny County Development Plan 2021

and CycleConnects Draft Waterford Cycle Network
In addition, the following have also been considered:

1 Opportunities to maximise benefits arising from the development of the South -East

Greenway connecting Waterford to New Ross.
1 The South-North AccessRoad and links from this.
1 The delivery of the integrated transport hub and Active Travel Bridge at the Waterford SDZ

1 On-site and desk -based research, including a SWOC Analysis as part of the Baseline

Assessment.
1 Feedback from preliminary consultation on the  Framework Plan Issues Paper.

A long-list of Active Travel (AT) proposals has been developed for the key street and road network

with in the portion of Ferrybank -Belview that lies within KCC , including:

Abbey Road (East and West).
Belmont Road (East and West).

Rockshire Road.

= =4 =4 =4

Peafield, Kil murry and Gyl esA Quay Roads
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Some other proposals for AT on national and regional roads are outlined in the Roads and traffic
Management section later in this Report.  The draft LTP will also include some recommendations
for other local and minor roads and areas that lie within the administrative boundary of Waterford

City and County Council that offer opportunities for cross  -boundary cooperation.

In some cases, the road and street network has been divided into sections for the purposes of this
assessment to better reflect the physical characteristics in terms of constraints, land use and

spatial context.

4.7 Development and Assessment of Active Travel Options for Belmont Road

The following sections outline the Active Travel Options which have been developed for the
Belmont Road. As evidenced below in Figure 4-3 Belmont Road has been divided into 2 sections

for the purposes of further assessment
1 Belmont Road East (from Belmont Roundabout to Slieverue Roundabout)

1 Belmont West (from Belmont Roundabout to the Fountain Street / Abbey Road Junction)

Eu RIJ2 11 4
AY2 0T ¢ AY

71300y U0 qWwAYe

7100 YO qu
RAV: 01 ¢ A2

v*[A"('v‘e\‘Uul' WE q
H 13 TRlIA U o Ry

)

Figure 4-3 Belmont Road East and Wesfor purpose of analysis. Source: DBFL
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4.7.1 Overview and Existing Conditions: Belmont Road East (AT1)
Figure 4-4 below highlights the extent of Belmont Road East, as well as emerging transport

projects / proposals which are relevant to the development of options for Belmont Road East.

7 A
J Slieverue
4 Roundabout

100km/h

Milepost

: sokm/

Figure 4-4 Belmont Road East potential options Source: DBFL

Figure 4-5 overleaf illustrates the existing active tr avel environment on Belmont Road East,

which can be summarised as follows:

1 Fast-flowing tra ffic.
1 Lack of safe crossings at desire lines .
1 Lack of dedicated cycling provision.

1 Gateway / Transition Zone in need of upgrade
In addition to the above, further considerations for Belmont Road East include the following:

1 The finalised BusConnects Route 4A with an alignment via Milepost to Slieverue Village and
the need to upgrade existing footpaths and active travel provision.

1 The approved Part 8 Southern Connectivity Link 7 Slieverue to Kilmurry Lane z as of January
2025.
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Figure 4-5: Belmont Road East/Milepost Roadunction - Existing Environment

T The existing (if incompl ete) "UGr ey wmySheveroen t he
Roundabout.

1 Connectivity between the Study Area and adjacent communities such as Milepost Village
and Slieverue.

1 Future connection s with the Ferrybank Relief Road and Clover Meadows ( South North
Access Road) and the opportunity to strengthen the transition to urban area from the

R711.
1 The potential for a Park & Ride facility near Slieverue roundabout (see chapter 8)

1 The relatively high volumes and speed of traffic at present and expected in the future and
the response required by the National Cycle Manual.

1 The need for dedicated cycling facilities and safe crossings at desire lines

4.7.2 Options Development: Belmont Road East (AT1)
The below section in Table 4-4: Long list of options for Belmont Road East (AT1) outlines the
options that have been developed for the Belmont Road East and their assessment to identify a

Preferred Option .
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zggient Long -list of Options
Option AT -DN (Do Nothing)
1  Maintain existing infrastructure with no new
improvements
1 Maintain existing speed limits:
0 Belmont Roundabout to Milepost Junction
(50km)
— 0 Milepost Junction (60km)
L o R711 (80km)
S 0 Slieverue Roundabout (100km)
S Option AT1 -DM (Do Minimum)
95 1 Deliver committed developments (i.e. Part 8
c scheme South-North AccessRoad)
g 1 Maintain existing speed limits  but not provide
o dedicated infrastructure
m 1  Strengthen existing transition zone at Milepost:
: Signposting and landscaping
— Option AT1 -1 (Transition Zone + AT
< Facilities)
1  Strengthen existing transition zone at Milepost
junction

1 Reconfiguration of Belmont Roundabout to
include formal crossing points.

f Complete the HYGreywayA
(Long-term)

Option AT1 -2 (BusConnects Alignment)

9 AT facilities: Leverage approved Southern
Connectivity Link z Slieverue to Kilmurry
Lane with extension to Milepost junction

Table 4-4: Long list of options for Belmont Road East (AT1)

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025

Advantages

1 Minimises construction costs

Limits construction costs and minimises
scheme delivery time

1 Reduced vehicular speed and sense of
arrival into urban area.

1 Creates a safer environment for walking
and cycling.

1 Available carriageway space to reallocate
for AT and safety improvements

1 Advances multimodal options of
BusConnects Route 4A Alignment

1  Opportunity to address deficiencies in
existing footpath provision and crossing
facilities.

44
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Disadvantages

1 No improvements to cyclist and pedestrian
safety and accessibility between the Study
Area and outlying settlements at Slieverue
and Milepost village

9 Existing provision is not in accordance with
National, Metropolitan and regional
guidance including DMURS and NCM.

1 Lack of Active Travel provision not in
accordance with NCM.

1  Minimal improvements to cyclist and
pedestrian safety on the Belmont Road
(East)

1  Other areas within Study Area are likely to
be more priority for AT retrofit in
accordance with emerging land use
proposals

1 Carriageway space is limited at certain
sections

1 Land acquisition costs and challenges

M  Topography challenges at Milepost



Ferrybank Belview Area based Transportation Assessment

Draft Options Development and Assessment Report

4.7.3 Options Assessment: Belmont

Road East (AT1)

DBFL

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

(Do-Nothing)

-

-

-

od o > y o 0
— N = ™M © < 2 =
() () o o o o © o S
> > D > S > 2 >l ©
= = 2 2 2 2 o Z &
O 8 o O g 3] o O % ol ©
Option 2 2 3 Q o 9 9 g o c
9 = o 5 O o = o) ) 9 o
(@) = O o © (@) T @) Q>;3 O £ x
+ O = 4+ +— o = B = o
— D =] +— - =] (@] j = o]
o 5 & s B s o o S o = =
o c g g 2838 a o - o > 5 ol 8 8
2 €S g <@ 2 o E g £ 9 2 &<
g x2 g <€ < s 9= g o & T © o
L oo S I S O 3 o e= ol B
H < ¢ H oW s H oo 2 H 2 < H © o
U) p—
. Does not pass Initial Siftin
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but is brought forward to
MCA as a control measure.

Option AT1 -DM
(Committed
developments;
Upgrade Milepost
Transition Zone;

Passes initial sifting and will
be brought forward to MCA

Option AT1 -1
R711dedicated AT
facilities; Gateways +
Transition Zones)

Passes initial sifting and will
be brought forward to MCA

Option AT1 -2 — .
BusC V V V V Passes initial sifting and will

'(Al'us Onr;)eCtS - be brought forward to MCA
ignmen
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Table 4-5: Initial Screening of Active Travel Options for

Belmont Road East.
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Option AT1 -DN
. Adverse
(Do-Nothing)
Option AT1 -DM
(Committed infrastructure only, Somewhat
Minor upgrade Milepost Adverse
Transition Zone;
Option AT1 -1 Somewnhat
R711 Improvement of Greyway Beneficial
Gateways + Transition Zone}
Option AT1 -2
BusConnects Alignment -
( gnmeny Beneficial

leveraging Part 8 approval of
Southern Connectivity link)

Table 4-6: MCA of Active Travel Options for Belmont Road East
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Option AT -DN does not meet the transport objectives nor improve the safety for active travel users

and is therefore discounted.

Option AT 1-DM scored as Somewhat Adverse overall. Committed infrastructure and minor

improvements to the Milepost Junction will provide a greater visual cue to drivers of entrance to

an urban zone, resulting in lower speeds and safer driving. However, Option AT1  -DM fails to
sufficiently signal entrance gioamBdudedieval bfAdetytbral an Vi | | a
road users. Additionally, Option AT1 -DM fails to provide dedicated cycling facilities and therefore

fails to accommodate additional demands which can be expected due to future BusConnects

operations on the Belmont Roa d and lands zoned for residential development. Therefore, Option

AT1-DM fails the MCA and will n ot be incorporated into the LTP.

By contrast, Option AT1 -1 improves upon this scenario substantially, by  delivering improvements
to the existing R711 Greyway to Slieverue Roundabout (a secondary route in CycleConnects). It
builds upon the AT -DM scenario of improvements to the transition zone at Milepost junction while

also delivering removal of the gyratory system and signalised crossings as part of the link with
Clover Meadows/South -North Road. It is compliant with the  NCM in introducing dedicated cycling
facilities in areas with high spe eds and volumes and NIFTI principles in terms of upgrading an
existing asset. It also provides a direct Active Travel connection to a potential future P+R at
Slieverue- see Chapter 8 and is considered achievable in the short -medium term given the lack of

land acquisition costs and public ownership.

In January 2025, Kilkenny County Council received Part 8 Approval to develop a Southern

Connectivity link to the South East Gr eenway from Slieverue Village, vVvia
Crossvia an under pass . aptiorHA -2 ihchigesd\sprofosabts deverage this Part

8 westwards and provide an upgraded continuous active travel facility on the BusConnects

Alignment, extending from Milepost junction to Slieverue Village via Milepost village. The proposal

provides a greater level of access to public transport and serves existing communities (value for

money) but has a number of constraints relating to available road space and a likely requirement

for land acquisition to ac hieve compatibility with NCM minimum standards. As such, it is

considered a desirable but likely longer -term proposition.

Option AT1-1 and Option AT1 -2 are the Emerging Preferred Options for Belmont Road East, and

both will be included as a measure in the draft LTP.
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Figure 4-6: Belmont Road East: Emerging Preferred OptionSource: DBFL.
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4.7.4 Overview and Existing Conditions: Belmont Road West (AT2)
The following sections outline the options that have been developed for the Belmont Road West

and their assessment to identify a Preferred Option have been informed by the following:

1 Kilkenny County Council A dong-standing aspiration to deliver an Urban Village and
strengthen the Neighbourhood Centre functions at Belmont Road .

1 Proposed BusConnects route likely to occur on the Belmont Road in the immediate future.

1 Desire for Safe Routesto Schooli mpr ovement s at both St. MaryAs
joint secondary and primary school site  near Belmont roundabout.

1 The need to provide safe access to the integrated transport hub and the Active Travel
Bridge at the North Quays SDZ .

1 The need to provide safe access to South -East Greenway at Clover Meadows and proposed
links in Chapter 5.

1 The need to address community severance associated with wide carriageways , fast-

flowing traffic and lack of opportunities to cross.

t - >

Belmont Road West >
R el ’ Milepost

—ay & Junction

—s
> e e

¥

Belmont
Roundabout

“The Avenue
Junction’

N -

f -

. -Fountain St. -
Junction -

e

Abbey Rd./- | %
,

7

5
/
4

Figure 4-7: Location of Belmont Road (West)for analysis purposes.
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Figure 4-8: Belmont Road Westz Active Travel Environment

Figure 4-8 presents the Active Travel Environment on Belmont Road West. On the following page,
Table 4-7 outlines the Long list of options for Belmont Road West: Active Travel Network , followed
by Table 4-8 and Table 4-9, which present the initial screening and MCA of the active travel options

for Belmont Road West.
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4.7.5 Option Development: Belmont Road West (AT2)

Route . .
Long -list of Options Advantages
Segment
Option AT 2-DN (Do Nothing)
T m}ir;i:r:;:tzng infrastructure with no new 1  Minimises construction costs
Option AT 2-DM (Do Minimum)
1 Committed developments 7 South North
Access Road, South-East Greenway 1 Limits construction costs and minimises
- Integrated Transport Hub and  Active Travel scheme delivery time
= Bridge
©
S
@ Option AT2 -1 (Belmont Urban Village)
é 1  Creation of Urban Village + 30km/h, traffic
< calming measure + safe crossings at desire
o lines + appropriate cycle provision
ﬁ 1 SRTS i mprovements outs ) )
< B.N.S. and at the proposed future joint 1  Supports the delivery of an Urban Village
primary and secondary school site in Belmont Road )
1 Removal of roundabout gyratory systems at T Enhanceg pedestr!an safety and
The Avenue and Belmont Roundabout placemaking functlon..
Reduces search traffic

1 Carriageway narrowing and better
opportunities to cross the road.

1 Inner Gateway treatment at the Avenue
junction

1 Consolidation of parking in  existing off -street
facilities

DBFL

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Disadvantages

1 No improvements to cyclist and pedestrian
safety

1 Does not fulfil KCC aspirations for an
Urban Village

1  Minimal improvements to cyclist and
pedestrian safety on Belmont Road West
1  Does not achieve transport objectives

1 Capital investment and construction costs

Table 4-7: Long list of options for Belmont Road West: Active Travel Network
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4.7.6 Options Assessment: Belmont Road West (AT2)
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Option AT2-DN
(Do Nothing)

Cc

-

-

-

Does not pass initial
sifting but is brought
forward to MCA as a
control measure.

Option AT2-DM
(Committed
developmentsonlyz
South North Access
Road, SouthEast
Greenway, Integrated
Transport Hub and
Active Travel Bridgé

Passes initial sifting and
will be brought forward
to MCA

Option AT2-1
(Belmont Urban Village)

Vv

Vv

V

Passes initial sifting and
will be brought forward
to MCA
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Table 4-8: Initial Screening of Active Travel Options for Belmont Road West (AT2)
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Option AT2 -DN
pton Adverse
(Do-Nothing)
Option AT2 -DM
(Committed developmentsz
South North AccessRoad, Somewhat
South-East Greenway, Beneficial
Integrated Transport Hub and
Active Travel Bridge
Option AT2 -1
(Belmont Urban Village) Beneficial

Table 4-9: MCA of Active Travel Options for Belmont West (AT2)
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Option AT2-DN scores Adverse when assessed against the Transport Objectives , and apart from
funding/value for money, scores either Neutrally or Adverse against the MCA -specific criteria
drawn fr om t he ABVYA Rilot Metrbdolbdy 4 AsAs such, the HYDo NothingA

and will not be included in the Draft  Ferrybank -Belview LTP.

Option AT2-DM meets all of Transport Objectives and would provide an improvement on the
existing scenario. The delivery of the integrated transport hub would facilitate improved access to

public transport, while the development of the South North Access Road and the South East
Greenway would support the development of a 10 -minute town through shorter trips between
Belmont Road and Abbey Road. However, while Option AT2 -DM provides committed
developments which are crucial to the growth of Ferrybank -Belview, it fails to cater for KCCA's
Belmont Road Urban Village improvements which are required, including crossings at safe desire

lines and a reduced speed environment on the Belmont Road.

Option AT2-1 improves upon through further interventions to create the conditions for an urban
village on the Belmont Road, which includes alow -speed environment and safe crossings. As noted
previously , Gateways play an important role in terms of influencing driver behaviour, wayfinding,

and signalling entry to an urban area. Option AT2 -1 proposes an outer gateway at Belmont
Roundabout and an Inner Gateway at the Avenue Junction - entailing the removal of the gyratory
systems, both of which help to consolidate the identity of the urban village, encouraging drivers

to reduce speed.

The delivery of Option AT -2 (Belmont Urban Village) meets the Transport Objectives and scores
Beneficial for Funding Potential , Acceptability and Value for Money leveraging investment in
BusConnects and KCCAs r @hisetakesrintotaccount thptrtherp are aoime
construction and capital investment costs, however these are considered to be outweighed by the
proven benefits for public ream and active travel investments. It also considers that the Option
optimes existing under -utilised off -street parking assets z see Chapter 9- enabling the necessary

road space reallocation.

Option AT2 -1 greatly improves the present conditions for walking and cycling on Belmont Road.
As such, Option AT2 -1 is considered the Emerging Preferred Option for Belmont Road West

and will be incorporated in the Local Transpo rt Plan.
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Figure 4-9 Belmont Road West: Emerging Preferred Option. Source: DBFL

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025 55



Ferrybank Belview Area based Transportation Assessment

Draft Options Development and Assessment Report D B F l

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

4.8 Development and Assessment of Active Travel Options for Abbey Road

This section outlines the options that have been considered for Abbey Road which has been
divided into two sections for the purposes of this assessment, and their assessment to identify a

Preferred Option
Figure 4-10 overleaf presents the extent of the Abbey Road Study Area , including:

1 Abbey Road West (Fountain Street / Abbey Road Junction to Ross Abbey Neighbourhood
Centre).

1 Abbey East (Ross Abbey Neighbourhood Centre to the Rathculliheen / Port Road / N29
junction .
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Figure 4-10 Extent of East and West Abbey Roatbr analysis purposes. Source: DBFL.
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4.8.1 Overview and Existing Conditions: Abbey Road West (AT3)

Ab,bey Road West

Figure4-11 Extent of Abbey Road West.

Figure 4-11 above presents the western section of Abbey Road, while  Figure 4 12 on the following

page describes the existing conditions for that section , which can be summarised as follows:
91 Lack of continuous footpaths
1 Lack of dedicated cycling facilities .
1 Wide junctions and corner radii
1 Lack of safe crossing at desire lines .
1 Limited connections to the South -East Greenway.

1 Poor connectivity between housing estates and schools and key workplaces, such as

Ross Abbey and Belview Port.
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Figure 4-12 Existing Active Travel conditions on the Abbey Road.

4.8.2 Options Development: Abbey Road West (AT3)
Table 4-10 overleaf outlines the options that have been developed for Abbey Road West and their
assessment to identify a Preferred Option . In addition to the existing conditions outlined
previously, the following have been considered:
1 The need for Safe Routes to School & potential restriction of HGV movements outside
schools.

1 Need for improved connectivity on Abbey Road to the South East Greenway, which will be
improved through the delivery of committed schemes (i.e. The South  -North Access Road).

1 Potential interchange opportunities  for interchange between Active Travel and Public
Transport Services -under pi nned by Abbey RoadAs designati on
4B.

1 The need for walking and cycling facilities connecting Abbey Road to future development
alongside the South-North AccessRoad.

1 The need for walking and cycling facilities connecting Abbey Road to the integrated
transport hub and Active Travel Bridge .

1 The need to reconsider the proposed widening of the Abbey Road / Fountain Street

Junction as part of the North Quays Public Infrastructure contrac t.

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025 59



Ferrybank Belview Area based Transportation Assessment
Draft Options Development and Assessment Report

Route
Segment

AT3 (Abbey Road West)

Long -list of Options

Option AT3 -DN (Do Nothing)

1 Maintain existing infrastructure with no new
improvements
1 Maintain existing 50km/hr speed limit

Option AT3 -DM (Do -Minimum)

1 30km/hr speed limit
1  Deliver committed developments
scheme SouthNorth AccessRoadz

Option AT3 -1 (HGV Restrictions )

1 Consider HGV Restrictions on the Abbey Road

Option AT3 -2 (Traffic -Calming + 30km/h Speeds)

1  30km/hr speed limit as part Speed Limit Review

I Safe crossing opportunities

1  Widening existing footpaths and filling in gaps in
network

1 Dedicated cycling facilities

Future restriction of HGV movements near
schools

1 Committed Schemes (SE Greenway / South North

AccessRd.)
Option AT3 -3 (Re-alignment of Fountain St. Jct.)
1  Work with WCCC to reconsider realignment of
Abbey Road / Fountain St. Junction:
o DMURS aligned carriageway reductions
o Traffic calming / speed reductions
0 Re-assess need for roundabout
o Formal crossing facilities

Options Development & Assessment Report
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only (i.e. Part 8

Advantages

1 Minimises construction costs and
scheme delivery time

1  Reduced speeds improve overall
pedestrian and cyclist safety

Limits construction costs and scheme
delivery time

1  Provides access to S-E Greenway at
South-North Road only.

1 Improves safety outside schools and
adjacent to residential areas

1 Reduces noise and air pollution

1 Reduced speeds improve overall
pedestrian and cyclist safety

1 Improving existing footpaths and
upgrading gaps

1 Segregated Cycle lanes between Abbey
Road / Fountain Street Junction and Ross
Abbey Neighbourhood Centre

1 Minimize the impact of HGVs in the short
term near schools

1  Provides access to S-E Greenway

1 To mitigate against further severance
caused by wide carriageways

1 To promote a safer environment for
children travelling to school

DBFL

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Disadvantages

= =

No improvements to cyclist and pedestrian safety
and accessibility on the Abbey Road

Minimal improvements to cyclist and pedestrian
safety

HGV Restrictions are unlikely in short -medium term
due to difficulty in relocating Upper Tier Seveso
industrial activity at Christendom

Limited carriageway space on the bridge may

impact feasibility of providing segregated cycle

lanes for duration of route

Engagement with residents on the Abbey Road
necessary as part of works,

Construction Costs

Ongoing industrial activities in Christendom

suggests HGV Restrictions in the short term are not
feasible

As a committed Part 8 scheme within WCCC, works
are already underway. Any further interventions
are likely to be medium to longer term.

Table 4-10: Long list of Active Travel Options for Abbey Road West.
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4.8.3 Options Assessment: Abbey Road West (AT3)
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Does not pass initial sifting but
Option AT3 -DN U U U U - is brought forward to MCA as a
control measure.
Option AT3 -DM
(30km/h speed limit + V V V Passes initial sifting and will be
Delivery of SEGreenway / - - brought forward to MCA
NS AccessRoad)
Option AT3 -1 V V V V Passes initial sifting and will be
HGVrestrictions - brought forward to MCA
Option AT3 -2
(30km/h + Safe Routes to vV V V V Passes initial sifting and will be
Schf’_OI * dedlcatedAT - brought forward to MCA
facilities- HGV restrictions +
Committed Schemes
Option AT3 -3
DMURS aligned
carriageway reductions; on Passes initial siftin -
‘ _ g and will be
re-a!lgned AbbeyFbad, V V V V = brought forward to MCA
traffic calming / speed
reductions + reconfigure
Fountain St. &t.

Table 4-11: Initial Screening of Active Travel Options for Abbey Road West
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Option AT3 -DN Adverse
Option AT3 -DM
(Delivery South-East Somewhat
Greenway / South-North Beneficial
AccessRoad)
Option AT3 -1 Somewhat
(RestrictHGV movementin
Adverse
short term
Option AT3 -2
(30km/h + Safe Routes to
School + dedicated footpaths
cycling facilities (+ shared Beneficial
spaceon the Abbey Bridge) +
Limited HGV movement+
committed schemes)
Option AT3-3
DMURS aligned carriageway
reductions; on re-aligned Somewhat
AbbeyRoad; traffic calming / Beneficial
speed reductions +
reconfigure Fountain St. &t.

Table 4-12: MCA of Active Travel Options for Abbey Road West
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Option AT3-DN scores Adverse when assessed against the Transport  Objectives and scored largely
Adverse againstthefour MCA -speci fi c criteria dr atWBrTA PilotMethotology
(2021). As such, the YDo Nthe MCA gnd wilDmot ke anoluded ani the sDraft

Ferrybank Belview LTP.

Option AT3-DM is somewhat beneficial as it will facilitate the delivery of both the South North
Access Road and the South -East Greenway. However, this option fails to address long -standing

weaknesses including a lack of continuous footpaths and opportunities to cross.

Option AT3-1 z short term restrictions on HGV movements scored positively for most of the draft
transport objectives but negatively in relation to  others. This is related to the short -term difficulty

in relocating an Upper Tier SEVESO site.

By contrast Option AT3-2 addresses this by instead introducing restrictions to HGV movement in
the medium to long -term, rerouting HGVs from the junction with Fountain St  (and away from the
clusters of schools) while also introducing a suite of active travel improvements on the Abbey
Road, including dedicated Active Travel facilities, a reduced speed environment and safe routes to
schools. Option AT3-2 also delivers committed schemes, including the delivery of both the South
North Access Road and the South -East Greenway, with a greenway access located on the South
North Access Road. The greenway access point will be easily accessible from Ross Abbey,
providing pedestrians and cyclists on Abbey Road west with easy access to an outstanding

amenity.
Option AT3 -2 passes the MCA and will be incorporated as a measure in the LTP.

Option AT -3-3 also scored as beneficia | in the medium to longer term. R ealignment of the Abbey
Road / Fountain St. junction in line with DMURS standards will reduce severance and support a
safer active travel network. It is recognised that works to the Abbey Road / Fountain St. Junction
are already underway and further changes to an agreed alignment are likely to take place over

several years. Option AT -3-3 therefore passes the MCA put will have a later phas ing then AT -3 -2.

Both Option AT -3-2 and Option AT -3-3 are considered the Emerging Preferred Options for

Abbey Road West and will be incorporated into the Draft Ferrybank -Belview Local Transport Plan .

4.8.4 Overview and Existing Conditions : Abbey Road East (AT4)
Figure 4-13 highlights the extent of Abbey Road East, extending from Ross Abbey Neighbourhood

Centre as far as the Rathculliheen / Port Road Junction. The proposed zoning envisages that this
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area will consist of passive open space east of the Ross Abbey shopping centre and a strengthening

of the employment uses at Belview.

Abbe‘y Road East

B,
5

Figure4-13: Abbey Road East (Ross Abbey Neighbourhood Centre to Rathculliheen / N29 Port Roddt.)

On the following page, Figure 4-14 overleaf highlights the existing active travel conditions  on the

Abbey Road, which can be summarised as follows:

Lack of dedicated walking and cycling facilities
Fast-flowing traffic .

Limited carriageway space .

Rural road subject to HGV movement .

Unsafe conditions for walkin g and cycling .

=A = =4 =4 -4 -4

Currently used by cyclists, scooters and pedestrians, despite ongoing safety challenges
demand analysis undertaken as part of WMATS up to the period of 2040 identifies  the Port
as one of the main trip generators from the more urbanised area of Ferrybank
Employment growth in Ferrybank (471 %) and Belview Port (343%) are identified as the
areas likely to experience the most employment growth areas from up to 2040, indicating
the high potential for active travel to and from these locations
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Eha

Figure 4-14 : Existing active travel conditionson the Abbey Road East. Source: DBFL.

As outlined in Figure 4-14 on the previous page , the South East Greenway traverses the northern
section of the Abbey Road East sub-area, providing a dedicated off -road walking and cycling road

to and from Ferrybank / Belview Port.

The development and opening of this section of the South  -East Greenway in 2025 is an important
enabler for growth for the Study Area and will greatly enhance local connectivity in Abbey Road

East. This is included in the Do Minimum scenario.

Table 4-13 overleaf outline the options developed for Abbey Road East and their assessment to

identify a Preferred Option.

Table 4-14 and Table 4-15 present the initial screening and MCA analysis of the Walking and

Cycling Proposals for Abbey Road East.
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4.8.5 Options Development: Abbey Road East (AT4)

Route
Segment

AT 4 (Abbey Road East)

Long -list of Option s

Option AT4 -DN (Do Minimum )

1 Complete the SE Greenway as proposed with

no new links to Belview Port and IDA lands

Option AT4 -1 (IDA- Ballyvalla Link) )

1 Development of committed projects including
the South -East Greenway and improvement of

permeability links identified in  Chapter 5

1 Development of an additional SE Greenway
access point at Ballyvalla to provide access to

the IDA lands

Option AT4 -2 (Abbey Road East alignment

§ Dedicated active travel facilities between Ross

Abbey and Rathculliheen / N29 Port Road
junction

Table 4-13: Long list of Active Travel Options for Abbey Road East
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Advantages

=

Minimises construction costs and scheme
delivery time

Leverages committed infrastructure in the
South East Greenway to provide a safer
route for walking and cycling

Minimises short -term biodiversity loss and
cost of road widening land acquisition

Advances Waterford CycleConnects
Leverages planned upgrades at the South -
North Road and IDA lands

Provides complete AT route from

Waterford City/ Study Area to regionally
significant employment areas

Provides a long -term alternative active
travel link to Belview Port in addition to

the shorter -term SE Greenway

66
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Disadvantages

1

Does not provide suitable AT linkages
to regionally significant employment

cluster at Belview Port and IDA lands
Does not future -proof against growth

Doesnotf ul 'y ali s with
longstanding ambition to improve existing
road safety issues on Abbey Road East
Potential safety concerns at night and
certain times of the year

Significant land acquisition / land
agreements required to accommodate
required dedicated AT facility

Likely to be significant local ecological /
environmental impacts

May require off -road diversions at pinch -
points
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4.8.6 Options Assessment: Abbey Road  East (AT4)
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Option AT4 -DM
SEGreenway as planned

-

c
c

Does not pass initial
sifting but is brought
forward to MCA as a
control measure.

Option AT4 -1
Additional SE
Greenway access
point at Ballyvalla to
provide access to
the IDA lands

Passes initial sifting
and will be brought
forward to MCA

Option AT4 -2
Dedicate d active
travel facilities
between Ross Abbey
and Rathculliheen /
N29 Port Road
junction

Passes initial sifting
and will be brought
forward to MCA
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Table 4-14: Initial Screening of Active Travel Options for Abbey Road East
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Option AT4-DM

SEGreenway as planned Adverse

Option AT4-1
Additional SE Greenway
access point at
Ballyvalla to provide
access to the IDA lands
Option AT4-2
Dedicated active travel
facilities between Ross
Abbey and
Rathculliheen / N29 Port
Road junction

Beneficial

Somewhat
Beneficial

Table 4-15 MCA: Active Travel options for Abbey Road (East)
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In the short term, Option AT4-DM will deliver a safe and accessible active travel route from the
urbanised Ferrybank area to an under -construction access point at Kilmurry Lane. However, it fails
to provide full safe and accessibility connectivity to the IDA Lands and future growth at Belview

Port and is therefore discounted.

Option AT4-1 proposes an additional greenway access at Ballyvalla close to the IDA lands  (see
Figure 14-15 below). This proposed option leverages investment in the greenway and also some
KCC ambitions to upgrade the active travel network close to the Rathcull iheen dunction with the
N29. This option provides a continuous and safe off -road route between Ferrybank and
employment opportunities at Belview Port. It is considered to have signifi cant benefits in terms of

minimising land acquisition costs and impact on local hedgerows , trees, bridges and streams.

Ballyvalla

< g ; » A o
,'} ; o, ﬁ,‘ o T ¢ : ¥

H ” 7 Kilmurry; @
'D, Fearik—BgMew.Stqdy Area ; | 3 @

7
North-South
Access Road

Abbeylands
7/ Ard'Glas

Figure 4-15 : Proposed Greenway link at Ballyvalla / IDA Lands

Option AT4 -2 proposes the provision of a direct, dedicated off -road Active Travel facility from the
Ross Abbey neighbourhood centre to the junction with the N29 Z identified as a secondary route
in the draft CycleConnects. It would provide connectivity with proposed BusConnects routes 4B

(at Abbey Road) and potentially the future 4P route at the N29. The rout e also leverages planned
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investment by KCC in active travel facilities the South -North Road, at the vicinity of the IDA plant

and the proposed N29 Greenway in this Plan.

However, given that the eastern section of Abbey Road is highly  constrained in terms of
carriageway space, Option AT4 -1 scores negatively in terms of Engineering Feasibility, while
potential land acquisition issues and likely loss of biodiversity and hedgerows also suggest the

acceptability and funding of the scheme in the short  -term is challenging.

N
3‘

Waterford to Rosslare Greenway -
Specific Route TBC

Figure 4-16 Localised CycleConnects map of the Study Area

However, the identification of this proposal  is in Waterford CycleConnects and may be appropriate
in the medium to longer term.  While AT-4-1 provides a safe alternative route to key destinations
for cyclists and pedestrians , the long -term delivery of active travel facilities on the eastern section

of Abbey Road (AT4-2) is an ambition of Kilkenny County Council.

Therefore, both Option AT4 -1 (short term) and Option AT4 -2 (longer term) are emerging preferred

option s and will be included in the Draft Local Transport Plan.
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4.9 Development and Assessment of Active Travel Options for Rockshire Road

4.9.1 Overview and Existing Conditions : Rockshire Road (AT5)

Rockshire Road:

Rockshire Rd. / Dock Rd.
Junction - Ry
Rockshire / Ballyrobin ‘Y’

Figure 4-17 : Extent of Rockshire Road. Source DBFL.

Figure 4-17 above shows the extent of the Rockshire Road within the Study Area . Figure 4-18
overleaf illustrates existing conditions on the Rockshire Road, which includes the following:
1 Legacy road infrastructure .
1 Dangerous junctions which fail to comply with DMURS standards  z particularly the
unsi gn a Runetiendat Ballyrobin.
1 Lack of safe crossings at private entrances and identified desire lines
1 Challenging topography .

1 Excessively wide carriageways and redundant road space Z hatching etc.
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Figure 4-18: Rockshire RoadExisting Conditions. Source: DBFL.

4.9.2 Option Development:  Rockshire Road
Having considered the above, Table 4-16 overleaf outlines the long list of options which have been

considered for the Rockshire Road

In conjunction with the above, further factors which have been considered as part of the options

development and assessment process include the following:

1 The need to provide active access to future development lands (Ballyrobin) north of
Rockshire Road.

Planned BusConnects Route 2 services on Rockshire Road.

Its designation as a Secondary Route in CycleConnects .

Proposed P + R location in the vicinity of Newrath Road / Rockshire Road

=A = =4 =

The development of the Ferrybank Relief Road and potential connections with Rockshire

Road, requiring sustainable transport access.
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Long -list of Options

Option AT5 -DN (Do Nothing)

1 Maintain existing infrastructure with no new
improvements
1 Maintain existing 50km/hr speed limit

Option AT5 -DM (Do Minimum)

1 30km/hr speed limit for entire  corridor

1 Limited traffic calming at problem areas

1 Rely on permeability options (below) to create
Active Travel) conditions.

Option AT5 -1 (AT Facilities )

1 Variable speed limits accounting for topography
carriageway treatments and crossing points

1  Providing signalised crossings at Y junction at
Ballyrobin Road to deliver additional safe
opportunities to cross

1 Improvement of crossing (toucan) at
Marymount Estate/ Bishopsgrove desire lines

1 Dedicated walking and cycling facilities as per
NCM

1  Widening footpath s & priority over local
junctions

Table 4-16: Long list of options for
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Advantages

1  Minimises construction costs and scheme
delivery time

1 Reduced speeds improve overall pedestrian and
cyclist safety

1 Limits construction costs and scheme delivery
time

1 Reduced speed and improve overall pedestrian
and cyclist safety

1  Enhancing existing walking and cycling
conditions along Rockshire Road

1 Provides protected cycling lanes which are
required due to steep topography

73
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Disadvantages

1 Does not meet transport objectives or address
safety issues

1 No improvements to cyclist and pedestrian
safety and accessibility

1 Difficulties in relation to topography with speed
limits for buses and other vehicles.

1  Not consistent with National Cycle Manual
requirements for dedicated infrastructure
particularly for uphill section

1 Does not address safety issues for existing and
future population at Newrath/Ballyrobin

1  Construction Costs

Rockshire Road: Walking and Cycling Proposals
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4.9.3 Options Assessment: Rockshire Road (  AT5)
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Option AT5-DN

Cc

c
c
c

Does not pass initial
sifting but will be
brought forward to
MCA as acontrol
measure.

Option AT5-DM
(30km/h speedand
limited traffic calming )

Passes initial sifting
and will be brought
forward to MCA

Option AT5 -1
Dedicated ATupgrades
including formal
crossings and traffic
calming

Passesinitial sifting
and will be brought
forward to MCA
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Table 4-17: Initial Screening of Active Travel Options for Rockshire Road
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Option AT5-DN Adverse
Option AT5-DM
(30km/h speed and Somewhat
limited traffic Beneficial
calming)
Option AT5-1 -
(A$upgrade Beneficial

Table 4-18: MCA for Rockshire Road

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025 75



Ferrybank Belview Area based Transportation Assessment

Draft Options Development and Assessment Report D BFI

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Option AT5 -DN scored as negative as fails to improve the existing active travel conditions along
Rockshire Road. Option AT5 -DN therefore fails the MCA and will not be brought forward in the

draft Local Transport Plan.

Option AT5 -DM scores as Somewhat Beneficial, as the provision of a 30km / h speed limit and
minor traffic calming improvements helps to improve existing active travel conditions slightly.
Option AT5-DM supports transport objective 2 (enhance public transport accessibility) as a lower -
speed, traffic calmed environment will make it easier for pedestrians and cyclists to safely access

bus services from Rockshire Road.

However, the acceptability and engineering feasibility of ~ Option AT5 -DM are somewhat negative.
Given that Rockshire Road has a climbing topography, applying a 30 km /h speed limit for the
entire route duration could cause safety issues for drivers travelling uphill, particularly near the
section Rockshire Road / Dock Road Junctio n. To ensure safety for all road users, including
pedestrians and cyclists, the topography of Rockshire Road also suggests the need for dedicated

active travel facilities.

Option AT5 -1 scored as beneficial and improves the upon the existing conditions significantly. By
providing dedicated active travel facilities on Rockshire Road, Option AT5 -1 improves existing
safety conditions and is compliant with the NCM that suggests segregated provision is preferable
for uphill journeys. The Option proposes a more comprehensive approach to Rockshire Road that
leverages investment in BusConnects and planned residential growth and improves the
accessibility to bus services through better crossing fac ilities, traffic calming and priority over local

junctions.

Overall, Option AT5 -1 scored as positive, aligns with the draft transport objectives and passes the
MCA. Option AT5 -1 will therefore be incorporated in a measure in the LTP ~ and will be prioritized

as a short -medium term measure, following improvements to Belmont Road and Ab bey Road.
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4.10 Development and Assessment of Active Travel Options for Peafield, Kilmurry
and Gyles Quay

4.10.1 Overview and Existing Conditions: Peafield, Kilmurry and Gyles Quay

Figure 4-19 illustrates some of the key rural roads with their existing speed limits  within the vicinity

of the South East Greenway that includes Peafield, Kilmurry Lane and Gyles Quay. Figures 4-18

and 4-19 provide a photographic record of some of the existing conditions on the routes.
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Figure 4-19: Existing speed limitson Rur al / Local Roads: Peafield, Ki

Options Development & Assessment Report
May 2025 77



Ferrybank Belview Area based Transportation Assessment

Draft Options Development and Assessment Report D B F l

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Figure 4-20: At present. there are limited active travel facilities along Kilmurry (Left/Middle) to support access to SouthEast Greenway (right). Source: DBFL.
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