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1
Economic Headlines

1.1
Population

Co. Kilkenny has a population of 95,419.  The population of the county increased by 9% over the intercensal period 2006-2011, compared with the State increase of 8%.  It is estimated that the population of the county will increase to 111,903 by 2022.

Map 1 – Kilkenny Working Population Distribution 2011
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1.2
Labour Force

In 2011 there were 46,265 persons aged 15 years and over in the labour force.  Of these, 80.6 percent (37,273 persons) were at work. 

Of the 37,273 workers enumerated in the Census of Population 2011 in Co. Kilkenny, 9,054 worked outside the area. The daytime working population (resident and non-resident) of Co. Kilkenny was 27,485 with Commerce and Trade being the largest industry.

1.3
Unemployment 

The unemployment rate for Co. Kilkenny in 2011 was 19.4 percent compared with a national average rate of 19.0 percent.

Male unemployment in Co. Kilkenny reached 23.2 percent in 2011. This compared to a national male unemployment rate in 2011 of 22.3 percent.  

Female unemployment in Kilkenny reached 14.7 percent in 2011, compared to 15.0 percent nationally.

Unemployment rates in individual EDs reach levels well above those prevailing county wide, and are highest in Urlingford (38.5 percent male, 26.3 percent female), followed by Graiguenamanagh (36.0 percent male, 18.8 percent female), Johnstown (29.6 percent male, 23.3 percent female), Clogh (31.7 percent male, 20.5 percent female) and Moneenroe (32.4 percent male, 19.6 percent female), all of which relate to small town areas.

1.4
Business Sector Profile

The CSO Business Demography Survey 2012 found that there were 3,273 businesses operating in Co. Kilkenny, employing 13,970 people. 

The number of businesses in the county fell across all NACE categories over the period 2006-2012, excepting in Mining and Quarrying (where the number of businesses is very small and increased from 11 to 13).  

The total number of businesses fell by over 700 (or 17 percent) during the recession from 3,996 in 2006 to 3,273 in 2012.  The numbers employed in each business sector also declined during the period by an average of 23 percent, excepting in the Financial and Insurance business sector, which experienced a slight increase of 3 percent, highlighting the critical importance of this sector to the local economy.

The Gateways and Hubs Development Index (GHDI) 2012, provided a detailed breakdown and assessment of the socio-economic performance of individual Gateways and Hubs as designated under the former NSS 2002-2020. 

The GHDI indicates that the Kilkenny Hub has been performing relatively well, and that there is a case for future designation as a Hub in any successor NSS framework.  

In the Kilkenny Hub, the number of new firms established in 2011, at the rate of 8.19 per 1,000 employees, is only slightly below the figure for 2006 at the commencement of the economic recession, when the rate was 8.97 new firms per 1,000 employees.   This was the highest rate of all of the nine Hubs in the country (the average rate was of 6.76 new firms per 1,000 employees).  While the comparatively high rate of new firm formations reflects the entrepreneurial activity that exists in Kilkenny, it may also suggest the dominance of the City in attracting entrepreneurs from the outlying towns and villages to start-up. 

The CSO Business Demography Survey 2012 identifies the importance of the Manufacturing, Wholesale and Retail, and the Accommodation and Food Sectors, as measured by the level of employment supported in Co. Kilkenny.  These three sectors accounted for some 9,864 employees in 2012.

Belview Port is the nearest major Irish port to mainland Europe providing a saving to shippers of both time and fuel while being a natural hub for the integration of port, shipping, road and rail freight services.  The Belview Development Zone is 6 km from Waterford City and is an ideal location for industry in agribusiness. The zone incorporates 265 hectares of zoned land, including a strategic IDA land bank, the Marine Point Business Park and Belview Port.  Agri-food businesses that are located in Belview benefit from a good transport infrastructure and access to the national motorway network. 

1.5
Key Sectors

1.5.1
Agri-Food

The major companies operating in the agri-food sector within Co. Kilkenny include Glanbia plc and Connolly’s Redmills, complemented by an emerging artisan food producer base of approximately 40 micro- and medium-sized food producers.

Glanbia plc has their Global Nutritionals Headquarters and the Group's main innovation centre located in Kilkenny. 

Glanbia is a leading international dairy food and performance nutritional ingredients Group employing 5,800 people across 134 countries, and is the largest cheese producer in Europe. The company has its headquarters in Kilkenny and employs almost 700 people, making it the largest employer by far. 

Glanbia has developed a research and development facility in Kilkenny, which employs over 50 research professionals, and Glanbia Ingredients Ireland recently invested €150m in the largest dedicated dairy powder facility in the country, at Belview in South Kilkenny. 

There are a number of other much smaller food producers spread throughout the county. However, relative to its size, and despite the high level of primary agricultural production, the county has comparatively few value-added food producers.  

1.5.2
Manufacturing Industry

The manufacturing sector accounted for 8.7 percent of all businesses in the County in 2012 and 22 percent of the total number employed by all businesses. 

Engineering products and services are a major component of the manufacturing sector and of the local economy.  Engineering in Kilkenny embraces a wide range of activities in many different engineering sectors from fine precision engineering products distributed worldwide through to small mechanical and tooling engineering services. 

1.5.3
Creative Industries

There are over 50 registered craft producers in the county, operating in the manufacturing sector. 

Kilkenny is associated with creative and artistic activity, and is branded as the ‘Creative Heart of Ireland’.  As the base for the Kilkenny Design Workshops (KDW) from the 1960’s to the 1980’s, the workshops pioneered a cross-disciplinary approach to design, with craft, graphic and product designers all working in the same organisation.  That approach developed an international reputation for KDW and attracted designers from many different countries to work in a centre of excellence for product and craft design. 

KDW has spawned a cluster of creative industries and services, including craft, music and art and more recently graphic design, film, multi-media and animation, including Cartoon Saloon (a twice Oscar nominated animation studio).  

1.5.4
Construction Sector

The Construction Industry bore the brunt of the collapse with economic downturn in 2007.  During the peak years of the Celtic Tiger period, construction accounted for some 20 percent of national economic activity.  Currently the sector accounts for approximately 5 percent of national economic activity.  

In Kilkenny, some 900 (September 2014) of those signing on the Live Register cited the construction, woodwork and metal and related industries as being their last occupation held.  

1.5.5
Retail Sector

There were 760 wholesale and retail businesses in County Kilkenny in 2012, employing over one in five (or 22.9 percent) of the total number employed by businesses in the County, making it the most important sector in terms of employment.  A large proportion of these businesses are independent traders, specialist boutiques and fashion stores located in the retail centre of Kilkenny City. 

Kilkenny's medieval network of streets and lanes offer an attractive mix of traditional shops selling a range of indigenous products. The range of shopping is well in excess of most other towns of a similar size and population. It is noted that the Regional Enterprise Strategies to be developed as part of the Action Plan for Jobs 2015, are to include measures specifically targeted at supporting the sector in the region.

1.5.6
Tourism, Arts and Leisure Sector

Tourism is currently a major revenue generator for the local economy, estimated at approximately €60 million, and Kilkenny City is a thriving tourist base, accommodating over 200,000 domestic and 204,000 overseas tourists in 2013.   

Kilkenny was Ireland’s second most popular domestic short break destination and supported a significant number of festivals and events.  

Kilkenny is marketed as a heritage destination and has a large number of visitor attractions associated with heritage. There is considered to be potential to build on the contribution of heritage to the economic development of Kilkenny. 

Natural heritage is a further significant asset for the county. It provides a variety of services for free, which bring many benefits to society and the economy. A high quality, natural environment supports the economy by attracting employers, visitors and inward investment. 

The value gained from biodiversity is reliant on its ongoing sustainable protection and management.  Green infrastructure is an integral part of sustainable development, alongside other infrastructure such as utilities and transport networks.  Green infrastructure is an asset that can have a particularly high tourism amenity value.

1.5.7
Information Technology and R&D

There is a potential to gain further leverage from the creative arts in Co. Kilkenny.  The county has a tradition in the creative arts, cinema, media and design.  This is supported by the proposed development of a creative quarter at the former Smithwicks Brewery site in the centre of Kilkenny City. 

The former Smithwicks Brewery site development also includes the provision of a new 3rd Level Research and Enterprise Campus, Office accommodation for corporate, creative and technology companies.  It is intended that the TSSG/ArcLabs facility, a joint venture between the Kilkenny County Council, and Waterford and Carlow Institute of Technologies, will be located to the new 3rd Level Campus facility.

2
LECP: Economic Action Areas

The Guidelines on Local Economic and Community Plans (LECP) identify six Economic Action Areas to be developed -

1. Formulating the economic development plan and advising on the economic components of the community elements of the Plan;

2. Promoting economic development through general local authority powers and functions;

3. Operation of the LEOs;

4. Economic components of the community/local development role;

5. Action Plan for Jobs and Labour Market Activation; and
6. Specific action to promote increased economic activity in line with regional priorities.

3
Framework

The framework below has been developed from an analysis of the Baseline Economic Profile, together with a review of the evidence gathered from the strategic policy statements of key agencies and organisations active in the county.  

Many of the High Level Economic Goals point towards cross-cutting actions within the broad economic development sphere.  The framework also facilitates a more integrated approach to the preparation and delivery of publicly funded programmes, including the Local Development Strategy for the LEADER Rural Development Programme and the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme.

3.1
Kilkenny LECP Draft Framework
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Goal 9: Contribute to Regional Growth and International Potential
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3.2
Goal 1: Support the Enterprise Economy

An enabling goal to ensure that the LECP has the capacity to respond to the requirements of Economic Action Area 6 in promoting increased economic activity in line with both county and regional priorities. The goal also aligns with Economic Action Areas 2 and 3.

3.2.1
Indicative Scope

Provide for an enhanced Business Support Unit within LEO Kilkenny, with a particular focus on building an integrated support service for business bridging the RDP (LEADER) Programme, (micro-enterprise), LEO Kilkenny, Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, and other key enabling sectoral agencies, such as Teagasc, Fáilte Ireland and Bord Bía.

· Support all agencies (particularly IDA Ireland) in attracting, growing and retaining FDI.  In line with the Government’s Medium Term Economic Strategy, focus will be placed on the following sectors: -

a. Sectors within which Ireland is considered to have particular strengths, such as ICT, Agri-food and International Financial Services; Kilkenny already has a strong presence of the latter two; 

b. Sectors with emerging opportunities, such as the Green Economy, Creative Industries and Healthcare Services; Kilkenny is already strong in the latter and has plans to further develop a creative quarter at the Smithwick’s site in Kilkenny City; and
c. Mature sectors upon which renewed focus should be placed such as Tourism, Retail and Wholesale, and Construction. Kilkenny has a strong presence in all three. With respect to the (currently highly stressed) retail sector, develop retail excellence measures, and encourage improved retail offerings.

· Facilitate economic sectors that are exhibiting further development potential, such as Life Sciences;

· Facilitate established economic sectors that offer the potential for diversification and consolidation, including visitor attractions and leisure sectors;

· Develop the economic environment to encourage the SMART Economy by enabling the business community to generate innovative ideas and generate greater efficiencies across the local economy and encourage a high-productivity economy;

· Optimise integrated offerings across FET, 3rd and 4th Level to create a smarter workforce. Attract both talent and investment through research and development access; and
· Devise and implement sustainable Rural and Urban Business Development Zones. Encourage innovative Social Economy businesses within these zones.

3.2.2
Background Profile

Regional Planning Guidelines for the South-East Region 2010-2022 note that the regional strengths include its successful industrial base (particularly in areas such as ICT, pharmaceuticals, biotech and chemicals); its high level of disposable incomes and GVA per head compared with many other European regions; the highly skilled and educated workforce and relatively low rates of unemployment.  However, there was a widely recognised infrastructural deficit, which inhibited the region from reaching its full potential.

The regional economy is based primarily on agriculture, manufacturing and services, tourism, fishing and aquaculture.  The agriculture and food sector accounts for a significant proportion of output and employment, with the region having a higher than average reliance on this sector.

3.3
Goal 2: Facilitate Innovation and Entrepreneurship

This goal encompasses core elements of Economic Action Area 5: Action Plan for Jobs and Labour Market Activation, and Economic Action Area 6: Specific action to promote increased economic activity in line with regional priorities.

3.3.1
Indicative Scope

Kilkenny offers an opportunity to innovate in the provision of local Enterprise Centres, with the possibility of encouraging models of Pop-Up Hot Desking (in town/village centres). Key support agencies might include Carlow-Kilkenny ETB;

· Integrating with Goal 1, the option exists to encourage an integrated (cross-agency) Enterprise Start Up and Growth accelerator;

· Encourage and accelerate the levels of Management Capacity Growth using targeted sectoral networking (Skillnets model) to complement the existing management development supports provided by LEO Kilkenny; and
· Actively engage with EU funding streams (LIFE, H2020, INTERREG) to improve medium tier access to support research and development, and capital funding. Kilkenny County Council has decided to establish an EU Unit to proactively identify EU funding opportunities that will facilitate (among other priorities), innovation and entrepreneurship.

3.3.2
Background Profile

The Forfás 2013 Annual Employment Survey provided an analysis of employment levels in Industrial (including Primary Production) and Services companies under the remit of IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland.

Total permanent full-time employment in agency-assisted companies operating in all sectors amounted to 303,155 in 2013. This was an increase of 8,579 jobs (2.9 percent) on employment levels in 2012 and continued the trend of positive growth in employment since 2011.  Part-time and temporary employment in agency assisted firms increased by 3,827 in 2013 (+9 percent) to reach 46,167, the highest number recorded since 2004 and equivalent to 15 percent of permanent employment.

The South and East region (excluding Dublin) remained the largest region in employment terms, accounting for 126,169 jobs, or 41.6 percent, of total agency employment, followed by the Dublin region with 109,319 full-time jobs (36.1 percent of the total.  Dublin-based Irish client companies accounted for 48,126 jobs in 2013 (31.9 percent of the total), up 1,243 (2.7 percent) on 2012, but some 6,330 jobs less than the 2007 peak of 54,456 jobs.

Irish-owned firms located in the South and East Region accounted for 42.4 percent (64,068 jobs) of total Irish owned full-time employment in 2013, up from 59,704 in 2010 (7.3 per cent rise) but still a long way off the peak in 2007 of 72,483 jobs.  Foreign-owned Industrial and Services firms located in the South and East Region accounted for 62,101 jobs in 2013 (40.8 percent of all regions), up 1,222 jobs (2 percent) on the previous year, but 6,558 jobs less than the 2006 peak of 68,659. 

The number of businesses in Co. Kilkenny fell over the period 2006-2012.  The total number of businesses fell by over 700 (or 17 percent) during the recession from 3,996 in 2006 to 3,273 in 2012. The numbers employed in each business sector also declined during the period by an average of 23 percent, excepting in the Financial and Insurance business sector, which experienced a slight increase of 3 percent, highlighting the critical importance of this sector to the local economy.

3.4
Goal 3: Enhance the Visitor Experience

Engaging with Economic Action Areas 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, this comprehensive goal builds on a key infrastructural strength of the Co. Kilkenny and Kilkenny City.  It considers both the tourist market and the business visitor (conference offerings).

3.4.1
Indicative Scope

· Through support, co-ordination and optimisation, build upon the existing festivals, events and activities across the City and County;

· Encourage improvement in tourism infrastructure, accommodation offerings and restaurants;

· Develop appropriate and innovative Transport Modes to broaden the spatial impact of visitors;

· Using LA power, develop interventions to increase the attractiveness of Towns, Villages and the Natural Environment;

· Develop consolidated and cross-linked branding and sectoral offerings;

· Develop mechanisms for cost-effective Cluster Marketing and Thematic Marketing, particularly through alignment with national initiatives; and
· Encourage the development of sympathetic niche tourism offerings that are unique to Co. Kilkenny.

3.4.2
Background Profile

Tourism is currently a major revenue generator for the economy of Co. Kilkenny, accounting for approximately €60 million.  Kilkenny City is a thriving tourist base, accommodating over 200,000 domestic and 204,000 overseas tourists in 2013.   

Table 1 – Overseas Visitors by County 2013

	
	Britain
	Mainland Europe
	North America
	Other Areas
	Total

	Wexford
	22,000
	119,000
	65,000
	22,000
	229,000

	Waterford
	24,000
	79,000
	61,000
	61,000
	225,000

	Kilkenny
	18,000
	42,000
	75,000
	72,000
	207,000

	Tipperary (South)
	9,000
	55,000
	32,000
	21,000
	117,000

	Carlow
	2,000
	39,000
	17,000
	9,000
	68,000


Source: Regional Tourism Performance in 2013

Bed-nights spent in the region by overseas holiday visitors, excluding British, have shown a trend of steady increase, however British holiday bed-nights have been falling by an average of 5 percent per annum. Most noticeable has been the decline in car-touring visitors arriving via Rosslare.  Overall the South East attracts about a 10% share of holiday bed-nights spent by overseas visitors in the country outside of Dublin.’  

Kilkenny is Ireland’s second most popular domestic short break destination and supported a significant number of festivals and events. 

Table 2 – Overseas Visitor Revenue by County 2013

	
	Britain €m
	Mainland Europe €m
	North America €m
	Other Areas €m
	Total €m

	Wexford
	38
	16
	4
	2
	60

	Waterford
	24
	12
	9
	5
	49

	Tipperary (South)
	17
	11
	5
	1
	34

	Carlow
	10
	14
	4
	2
	30

	Kilkenny
	11
	9
	9
	2
	30


Source: Regional Tourism Performance in 2013

Table 3 – South-East Region Fee Paying Attraction Performance 2009-13

	Attraction
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Kilkenny Castle
	174,164
	192,777
	206,277
	238,244
	241,302

	Nicholas Mosse Pottery
	100,000
	95,000
	92,000
	105,000
	115,000

	Castlecomer Discovery Park
	20,357
	31,500
	42,400
	62,500
	69,700

	Dunmore Cave
	28,173
	25,939
	30,024
	34,258
	36,271

	Woodstock Estate and Arboretum
	37,000
	39,000
	37,500
	36,750
	35,800

	Reptile Village Conservation Zoo
	12,000
	14,000
	16,000
	18,000
	25,000

	Jerpoint Abbey
	23,885
	20,555
	21,534
	20,032
	22,097

	Rothe House and Garden
	14,176
	13,762
	14,125
	13,665
	12,285

	St Mary’s Church
	2,592
	2,544
	2,987
	3,165
	2,034


Source: Fáilte Ireland - Visitors to Tourist Attractions 2009-2013

3.5
Goal 4: Provide for Enhanced Educational Attainment and Skills Development

Responding to Economic Action Area 5: Action Plan for Jobs and Labour Market Activation, and Economic Action Area 6: Specific action to promote increased economic activity in line with regional priorities, this goal builds upon the strength of the county in the context of the existing third-level institutions, and further encourages the prospect of a fourth-level facility.

3.5.1
Indicative Actions 

· Encourage increased research and development activity on the interface of 3rd and 4th Level Facilities Infrastructure and enterprise;

· Develop a close working relationship between the needs of employers, and the training and educational providers through innovative Enterprise Liaison Strategies, particularly encouraging meaningful dialogue between the ETB and sectoral business networks; and
· Encourage and accelerate the levels of Marketing Skills using targeted sectoral networking (Skillnets model) to complement the existing marketing interventions and supports provided by LEO Kilkenny.

3.5.2
Background Profile

Co. Kilkenny has significant access to higher and further education infrastructure.  This represents a considerable asset to the county, and this may be further reinforced in the future with the establishment of the South East Technological University based on the integration of Waterford Institute of Technology and Carlow Institute of Technology.

Institute of Technology, Carlow 

The Institute of Technology, Carlow provides a Research and Commercialisation Support Centre.  This provides a supportive environment to enterprise and entrepreneurs in the south-east region, connecting them with cutting-edge research and expertise.  

Waterford Institute of Technology

Waterford Institute of Technology ArcLabs is a one-stop-shop for small businesses in the south-east and beyond, which wish to access the resources that the Institute offers to industry.  ArcLabs Innovation Centre provides entrepreneurs and early stage businesses with the supports and assistance needed to develop their enterprise.

NUI Maynooth: Kilkenny Campus

The Kilkenny Campus of NUI Maynooth offers undergraduate and postgraduate courses for adult students from Kilkenny and the south-east.

Kildalton Agricultural College

Teagasc Kildalton is the largest agricultural college in the country. It is a leading provider of training in Equine Studies, Machinery, Agriculture and Horticulture. Close links have been developed with the Waterford Institute of Technology.  Over 500 students are currently registered on courses at Kildalton College.

3.6
Goal 5: Develop the Rural Economy

Beyond Kilkenny City, much of Co. Kilkenny is deeply rural in nature. This goal is designed to ensure that a balance is struck between the development needs of the economy of the City and that of the remainder of the county. The goal particularly references the framework of Economic Action Area 2: Promoting economic development through general local authority powers and functions, and Economic Action Area 6: Specific action to promote increased economic activity in line with regional priorities.

3.6.1
Indicative Actions

· Provide for the implementation of Rural Economic Development Zones (Rural Town Development Strategies for the larger towns outside of Kilkenny City, namely Callan, Castlecomer, Graiguenamanagh, Thomastown). These zones must allow for the innovative integration of both Physical (Spatial) and Community Planning;

· With respect to the development of the rural economy, opportunities focussing on the Agri-Food Sector and Bio-Economy Sectors should be targeted. The development of these sectors in particular, and the development of the rural economy in general will be explored further in the preparation of the Local Development Strategy for the LEADER Programme; and 
· The Agricultural Sector will continue to innovate. Much of this innovation will result in increased efficiencies achieved through reduced manpower costs. Actions will be supported that address these changes in a way that enables farm families, and rurally-based individuals to develop businesses appropriate to rural locations.

3.6.2
Background Profile

Farming and farm related industries are of major importance to the economies of both Counties Waterford and Kilkenny and there is a strong tradition of progressive farming in the region. The average farm size of 44.7ha is the largest of any region in the country and the standard output per farm as measured by the CSO is almost double the national average. 

The region has an ideal climate and soil type for growing grass and grazing enterprises predominate. Dairying is the dominant enterprise in the region from an economic point of view although only one third of farms have a dairy enterprise.  There is a cattle farming enterprise on almost all farms in the region.  Ten per cent of the agricultural area used is devoted to crops.

There are also major food processing plants in the region, including Glanbia, Dawn Meats, ABP Foods, and Flahavans (Waterford).

The National Field Vegetable Census 2009
 confirmed that Kilkenny was a significant county for field vegetable production.  There were 151.2 hectares of field vegetables in Co. Kilkenny in 2008.  This represented 3 percent of the national production area.  However, Dublin Region was also the only one of the main field vegetable producing counties to have increased production area during the intercensal period 2005-2009. 

At national level, the Agri-Food sector is one of Ireland’s most important, employing in the region of 50,000 people directly, as well as providing the primary outlet for the produce of 128,000 family farms.

The major companies operating in the agri-food sector within Co. Kilkenny include Glanbia plc and Connolly’s Redmills, complemented by an emerging artisan food producer base of approximately 40 micro- and medium-sized food producers
.

Glanbia plc has their Global Nutritionals Headquarters and the Group's main innovation centre located in Kilkenny. 

Expansion plans are also in place for beef production under Food Harvest 2020, with a current national output value of €1.9 billion, and with national targets for a 20 percent expansion in output value by 2020.

In order that the above growth targets are to be met, world-class environmental performance will be required across all dimensions of the agri-food sector, from the farm to the factory and on to the customer and consumer.  International buyers in the agri-food sector also require evidence of good environmental performance on the farm, as a contractual requirement.  This will continue to drive the range of world-class quality assurance schemes that the sector has been developing. 

3.7
Goal 6: Improve Access and Communications Infrastructure

This goal relates specifically to Economic Action Area 4: Economic components of the community/local development role, and Economic Action Area 6: Specific action to promote increased economic activity in line with regional priorities. It builds upon the amenity and environmental value of the City and county. It proposes that the County Council engages positively with the Societal Change Pillar of EU Horizon 2020, and key aspects will be delivered in close cooperation with Carlow-Kilkenny Energy Agency.

3.7.1
Indicative Actions

· Co. Kilkenny has an opportunity to develop its ‘green’ credentials by encouraging the development and implementation of innovative, integrated public transport modes, moving significantly beyond the existing infrastructure;

· Encourage the development of integrated models of City Access, Parking, and Park-and-Walk to relieve congestion and improve the environment and attractiveness of the compact City core; and
· Encourage the development of an enhanced Broadband Infrastructure, particularly in the rural areas, by ensuring that improvement initiatives are successful, and that innovative local solutions are enabled.

3.7.2
Background Profile

Smarter Travel: A Sustainable Transport Future 2009-2020 notes that delivering a sustainable transport system is an important dimension of the climate change agenda.

The strategy concludes that to achieve a sustainable transport system, individual lifestyles will have to change and develop a range of solutions which deal with conflicting goals, including economic growth, reduced emissions, less use of motorised transport and better accessibility.  Achieving the goal will lead to a better quality of life, not just in terms of economic competitiveness, greater social inclusion and a healthier population, but also through an improved urban landscape, which will be enhanced through traffic calming and other measures.

Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan 2014-2020 introduced the ‘ten minute city’ concept, based on the concept of access all local facilities with a 10-minute cycle or walk from home.  Kilkenny City is approximately 3km wide and 4.5km long.  Few journeys undertaken within the city are more than 2.5 km in length; and assuming an average cycle speed of 15 km per hour, that equates to 10 minutes.  Similarly, the city’s commercial centre is approximately 0.5 km wide by 0.5 km long, it is therefore possible to walk its extent, assuming a walk speed of 4km per hour, in approximately 10 minutes.

The promotion of walking, cycling, public transport and other more sustainable forms of transport as an alternative to the private car, together with the development of the necessary infrastructure and promotion of the initiatives will be supported.

Broadband

High-quality reliable broadband is a prerequisite of business.  Such a service is not widely available to the rural consumer at recognised industry standard speeds and at an affordable price.  Whilst a number of initiatives are in place to improve coverage, it is likely that some areas, particularly in rural locations, will still be unable to access commercial offerings.  

3.8
Goal 7: Foster Leadership and Local Capacity

Referencing the enhanced role of Kilkenny County Council in leading economic and community development in the future, this goal responds to Economic Action Area 2: Promoting economic development through general local authority powers and functions, and Economic Action Area 4: Economic components of the community/local development role.

3.8.1
Indicative Actions

· The development of smarter sectoral and local networking forums within the business community will encourage a closer relationship between the agencies that support the county economic environment;

· The emergence of the Local Authority as a leader and enabler in both the community and economic development space requires an expanded appreciation of both environments;

· Linked to the above, Kilkenny County Council must be enabled to implement coherent LA powers and activities running across many of the existing disciplines within the organisation; and
· New models of fostering local leadership will be encouraged, particularly where these link the divide between existing structures such as Chambers of Commerce and the Public Participation Network.

3.8.2
Background Profile

Kilkenny County Council has a significant influence on the local economy as provider, enabler, procurer or regulator in a range of matters such as infrastructure, sustainable development, and local services, as well as directly providing over 500 jobs.  The County Council works to promote local economic development in various ways, including co-ordinating response to possible local economic setbacks. 

In addition to this significant impact on economic activity, in the future, economic development will be regarded as a core local authority function alongside these more traditional roles. 

The guidelines for the LECP note that ‘while certain local authority functions have a very specific economic character, the economic development role needs to be approached from the perspective that ALL local government activity has the potential to contribute to this overarching goal, and it should be a lens through which all relevant activities of the local authority are viewed.  In addition, the impact of local authority functions on local and regional competitiveness is significant, particularly in relation to local housing markets, and also in terms of investment in and management of key infrastructure including roads, and direct impact on the cost of doing business in an area’.

To achieve this it will be necessary to embed and prioritise the objective of economic development in all relevant County Council functions, including planning, infrastructure, environment, and amenity.  It will be necessary to consider not only publically owned land-banks but also opportunities for private sector development.  The County Council role in housing and related planning and infrastructural functions, are crucially relevant to the overall economy, both in supporting competitiveness and maintaining balance and sustainable development in the housing market to avoid any repeat of cyclical economic instability. 

3.9
Goal 8: Protect and Utilise the Natural, Cultural and Built Environment

This goal is linked to Goals 3 and 5. It particularly references Economic Action Area 6: Specific action to promote increased economic activity in line with regional priorities.

3.9.1
Indicative Actions

· The goal will encourage a deeper understanding of the biodiversity of Co. Kilkenny. This will result in more enlightened physical development, and will support the creation of a strong culture of environmental sustainability across the county;

· The goal will support the sensitive redevelopment of the former Smithwicks Brewery Development Site (Abbey Creative Quarter) to create a modern intervention adjoining the medieval core. This has the potential to enhance the City’s cultural heritage, improve sustainability and to develop the knowledge economy;

· In order that a greater appreciation of the heritage of the county is developed, the goal will encourage the implementation of measures that expand upon key aspects of both cultural and educational tourism. These measures will seek to build upon the existing urban and rural infrastructure of the county;

· It is widely accepted that initiatives such as the annual Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition have been successful in raising the awareness within community groups of the value of the built and natural environment at local level.  The Pride of Place concept will build on this to reinforce the clean image of the county, and will bridge community action and an improvement in quality of life, with that of an economic benefit;

· The protection of the environment and local heritage will be encouraged as a driver of economic gain, rendering the locality as a better place in which to live and work;

· Using connections with Carlow-Kilkenny Energy Agency, and local communities (including local business communities) the goal will encourage innovative implementation of key aspects of the green economy. Building, again, upon existing local demonstrators, the action will positively encourage the adoption of appropriate alternative and smart energy solutions at both business and community levels; and
· Belview Port Development will be supported as a major employment zone. It will continue to form a major joint action between Kilkenny County Council and Waterford County Council LECPs.

3.9.2
Background Profile

Abbey Creative Quarter

The location of the Abbey Creative Quarter site adjoining the medieval heart of Kilkenny City provides not only an opportunity to regenerate the area economically and socially but also provides an opportunity to repair the fabric of the city, to reinstate traditional streets and slipways. 

The Abbey Creative Quarter presents Kilkenny City with an opportunity to create a modern intervention adjoining its medieval core that will enhances its cultural heritage, improves its sustainability and allows it to compete in the knowledge economy of the twenty-first century.

Belview Port Development

The Belview site has excellent access to the Waterford City Gateway, a city with a population of 50,000 and there are three third level facilities within 50 minutes drive, producing 3,500 graduates per year.  

3.10
Goal 9: Contribute to Regional Growth and International Potential

High-Level Goal 9 will form a major cross-cutting element of the LECP. It is designed to respond to and enable all of the Economic Action Areas.

3.10.1
Indicative Actions

· Co. Kilkenny is already party to a significant number of regional initiatives that have a direct bearing on the economic development of the region. These will be reinforced through this goal, which will seek to initialise and capitalise on regional activity, particularly where this is focussed on realising new and emerging international opportunities;

· From an economic perspective, the goal will facilitate the development of international linkages that result in access to international markets in terms of export potential for local business, and in terms of encouraging FDI and visitors;

· It is recognised that the performance of all Local Authorities in successfully accessing EU resources has been less than optimal over recent years compared to other European municipalities.  This goal will be used to enable the county to develop a more coherent and successful mechanism for pursuing additional funding and resource opportunities.  As outlined above, Kilkenny County Council will establish an EU Unit to proactively identify opportunities, and in developing innovative engagement models that seek to scale-up local actions to secure access to appropriate EU funding.  Focus will be given to INTERREG funding and the new ERDF Urban Development Fund, and also enabling actions related to relevant initiatives of investment programmes such as the SFI;

· Research Centres Programme and the Irish Strategic Investment Fund; and
· The goal will continue to facilitate 3rd Level international linkages and networks that are designed to add value to the existing or emerging business community in Co. Kilkenny and the region.

3.10.2
Background Profile

Over the period 2010-2014 the IDA reports that it won 34 investments for the South East region (Wexford, Waterford Carlow, Kilkenny, and South Tipperary). There are currently 12,081 people employed by IDA clients in the region in a range of companies, with particular strengths in medical technologies.  A 30 percent to 40 percent uplift in projects would result in 44 to 48 projects for the region.

The Life Sciences and PharmaChem sector has a defined requirement for a skilled labour pool, competitively priced property options, robust telecommunications infrastructure.  The IDA's Belview site is available for pharmaceutical, industry and technology use.  

Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) offers significant research expertise capability locally to the sector through its Pharmaceutical and Molecular Biotechnology Research Centre (PMBRC).  This facility focusses on areas such as polymeric materials, drug delivery, process technologies, separation science and molecular biotechnology. 

4
Glossary of Terms

	Term
	Meaning

	APJ
	Action Plan for Jobs (2015)

	ASG
	Advisory Steering Group

	CDP
	City/County Development Plans

	CEDRA
	Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas

	CSO
	Central Statistics Office

	EAA
	Economic Action Area

	EGFSN
	Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (SOLAS)

	EI
	Enterprise Ireland

	ERDF
	European Regional Development Fund

	ETB
	Education and Training Board

	EU
	European Union

	FDI
	Foreign Direct Investment

	GVA
	Gross Value Added

	ICT
	Information and Communications Technology

	IDA
	Industrial Development Authority

	LCDC
	Local Community Development Committee

	LEADER
	EU LEADER Programme – ‘Links between actions in support of the rural economy’.

Liaison Entre Actions pour le Development d’lEconomie Rurale

	LECP
	Local Enterprise and Community Plan

	LEO
	Local Enterprise Office

	M&E
	Monitoring and Evaluation

	NSS
	National Spatial Strategy (Obsolete)

	NUTS
	Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics

Nomenclature d'Unités Territoriales Statistiques

	PPN
	Public Participation Network

	RDP
	Rural Development Programme

	RLMB
	Regional Labour Markets Bulletin

	RPG
	Regional Planning Guidelines

	RSES
	Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies

	REDZ
	Rural Economic Development Zones 

	SCO
	Sustainable Community Objective

	SEA
	Strategic Environmental Assessment

	SEDO
	Sustainable Economic Development Objectives

	SES
	Socio-Economic Statement

	SFI
	Science Foundation Ireland

	SICAP
	Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme

	SMART Objectives
	Specific, Measurable, Assignable, Realistic, Time-Related Objectives

	SME
	Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise (Employing less than 50 [EI])

	SPC
	Strategic Policy Committee

	WIT
	Waterford Institute of Technology


� Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine, and Bord Bía


� Kilkenny Local Enterprise Office
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